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VEGGIE EXPO » Gardeners, 
aficionados gather to check 
out heirloom produce.   A3

NEW DIGS FOR THINOPTICS »  
Portable glasses maker 
relocating to Sonoma.   B8

SPICE UP YOUR BLT » Recipes 
put a new spin on bacon, 
lettuce and tomato.   D1

Experts: 
Design 
led to 
collapse

SAN FRANCISCO — Bad 
design and construction of  the 
tallest U.S. dam a half-century 
ago, and inadequate state and 
federal oversight since then, led 
to a disastrous spillway collapse 
at the nation’s tallest dam, an in-
dependent team of  national dam 
safety experts said Tuesday in 
urging tougher safety reviews at 
dams nationwide.

The experts investigating 
February’s spillway failures at 
California’s Oroville Dam say 
the state probably could have 
detected the problems that led 
to the collapse if  dam managers 
had assessed the original con-
struction flaws in the 1960s-era 
dam in light of  modern engi-
neering standards.

Clues to the crisis at Oroville 

Thin concrete, weak 
foundations to blame
By ELLEN KNICKMEYER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Mother Nature’s latest threat to grape harvest

Having ramped up hard to get 
through a triple-digit heat spike 
over the weekend, North Coast 
grape growers are now navigat-
ing a new challenge from Moth-
er Nature — muggy, humid 
weather conditions this week 
that bring the threat of  mildew 

and botrytis, or fruit rot. 
While growers maintain the 

risk is minimal for a signifi-
cant outbreak, they are closely 
watching the weather forecast, 
which the National Weather 
Service said includes a 20 per-
cent chance of  rain showers 
Thursday. 

“The spores are there. You 
have the right condition for hu-
midity and temperature, the 
spores will drop and you have 
botrytis,” said Duff Bevill, of  

NORTH COAST » High 
humidity increases risk 
for mildew, fruit rot
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Mumm Napa 
vineyard work-
ers pick pinot 
noir as the first 
day of the wine 
grape harvest 
gets under-
way on Aug. 7 
in American 
Canyon in Napa 
Valley.
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Dreamer Omar Santiago, right, speaks to demonstrators Tuesday as the large group of students and other supporters march around Sonoma 
State University in Rohnert Park to protest the Trump administration rescinding the Delayed Action for Childhood Arrivals program.

Anxiety after repeal
NORTH COAST » DACA REVERSAL

Trump ends 
program for 
‘dreamers’

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday or-
dered an end to the Obama-era 
program that shields young 
undocumented immigrants 
from deportation, calling it 
an “amnesty-first approach” 
and urging Congress to pass a 
replacement before he begins 
phasing out its protections in 
six months.

As early as March, officials 
said, some of  the 800,000 young 
adults brought to the United 
States illegally as children 
who qualify for the program, 
Deferred Action for Childhood 

Amalia Montes was 
15 when she and her 
11-year-old sister ille-

gally crossed the U.S.-Mexico 
border in 2007. For two weeks 
the girls, guided by smugglers 
contracted by her family, wan-
dered Arizona’s rugged border 
terrain. Montes, now 26, said 
what she saw and experienced 
— starvation, injury and the 
deaths of  three young compan-
ions — are a testament to what 
she and her family endured to 
live in America.

That sacrifice, she said, is 
overlooked with President 
Trump’s decision Tuesday to 
end deferred action for child-
hood arrivals, or DACA, the 

federal policy giving undocu-
mented immigrants like her a 
temporary reprieve from de-
portation. 

DACA’s demise sent political 
shock waves across the North 
Coast and the rest of  the coun-
try, drawing criticism from so-

called dreamers themselves, 
their advocates and supporters, 
business groups, school offi-
cials, health care organizations, 
and local, state and federal law-
makers.

Amalia Montes, 26, a dreamer enrolled in the Delayed Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, poses for a portrait with an American flag 
that was displayed at her Santa Rosa home on Tuesday.

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR AND 
JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES

By MARTIN ESPINOZA AND 
ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Immigration 
policy’s end 
draws criticism

Island 
nations 
brace 
for Irma 

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua — The 
most powerful Atlantic Ocean 
hurricane in recorded history 
bore down on the islands of  the 
northeast Caribbean late Tues-
day, following a path predicted 
to then rake Puerto Rico, the 
Dominican Republic, Haiti and 
Cuba before possibly heading 
for Florida over the weekend.

At the far northeastern edge 
of  the Caribbean, authorities 
on the Leeward Islands of  An-
tigua and Barbuda cut power 
and urged residents to shelter 
indoors as they braced for Hur-
ricane Irma’s first contact with 
land early today.

Officials warned people to 
seek protection from Irma’s 
“onslaught” in a statement that 
closed with: “May God protect 
us all.”

The Category 5 storm had 
maximum sustained winds of  
185 mph, according to the U.S. 
National Hurricane Center in 
Miami.

“I hear it’s a Cat 5 now and 
I’m terrified,” Antigua resident 

HURRICANE THREAT » 
Category 5 storm bears 
down on Caribbean
By ANIKA KENTISH 
AND DANICA COTO
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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