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SR water system boost urged
Santa Rosa’s water system 

was so overwhelmed by the dev-
astating Tubbs fire last October 
that there is little city officials 
could have done to keep wa-
ter pressure powerful enough 
to help firefighters battle the 

blaze in the hilly Fountaingrove 
neighborhood.

That’s the conclusion of  a 
long-awaited report on the per-
formance of  the city’s water sys-
tem, which suffered sharp drops 
in water pressure that made an 
already harrowing firefighting 
effort virtually impossible in 
some areas.

The pressure problems also 
led to the contamination of  
parts of  the water system in 
Fountaingrove with benzene. 
The crisis has confounded the 
city’s water department for 
months, required residents to 
filter their water before use, and 
deeply unsettled people consid-
ering rebuilding in the area.

But the city-funded report 
concludes the shortcomings of  
the water system in the hilly 
northeast section of  the city — 

including tanks being empty or 
less than full, pumps failing and 
backup generators not working 
— did not significantly contrib-
ute to the catastrophic pressure 
loss.

Instead, the unrestricted 
gushing of  water from the sprin-
kler systems, garden hoses and 
showerheads of  the 3,100 homes 
and business lost in the city to 
the Tubbs fire quickly drained 
the massive green water storage 
tanks in the area and temporar-

ily prevented water managers 
from refilling them, the report 
found.

The report recommended the 
city consider several chang-
es to improve the system’s 
performance in emergencies, 
including switching backup 
generators to diesel, exploring 
automatic shut-off valves, and 
installing redundant communi-
cations systems. Water officials 
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Brook Edwards stands atop Pole Mountain, 2,200 feet above the Sonoma Coast and now accessible on a 15-mile loop trail that starts in the 
Wildlands Conservancy Jenner Headlands Preserve which opens to the public Friday.

Coastal jewel beckons
Jenner Headlands gates to swing wide Friday, giving public access 
to 5,630 acres of wildlife habitat and a mountaintop’s stunning views

JENNER

Anyone who has ever driven past the hills 
that rise sharply here from the coast 
north of  the Russian River outlet and 

wondered about the view from the top need wait 
little longer. 

On Friday, the gates to the Jenner Headlands 
Preserve will be open to the public, adding an 
open space larger than Trione-Annadel State 
Park to the mix of  protected, accessible lands 
lining the scenic Sonoma Coast.

The step marks the culmination of  more than 
a decade of  planning and development, and the 
preserve — set aside with public and private 
money — offers some of  the most stunning vis-

tas to be found north of  the Golden Gate, with a 
full suite of  wildlife and natural habitat shield-
ed in perpetuity from housing development.

And the highest peak on the Sonoma Coast, 
2,204-foot Pole Mountain, overlooks it all, 
beckoning to hikers up for a strenuous 15-mile 
round-trip trek with significant elevation gains. 

“The best of  Sonoma County,” is how Neal 
Fishman describes it. Now a board member of  
the Sonoma Land Trust, which helped spear-
head deals that protected the properties, he 
was formerly deputy executive officer of  the 
California Coastal Conservancy, which provid-
ed funding toward the $36 million headlands 
purchase in 2009.

The grand opening may be the most signifi-

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Trump livid over ‘resistance’ op-ed piece

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump and his aides re-
acted with indignation Wednes-
day to an unsigned opinion 
column from a senior official 
blasting the president’s “amo-
rality” and launched a frantic 
hunt for the author, who claims 
to be part of  a secret “resis-

tance” inside the government 
protecting the nation from its 
commander in chief.

The extraordinary column, 
published anonymously in 
the New York Times, surfaced 
one day after the first excerpts 
emerged from Bob Woodward’s 
new book, in which Trump’s top 
advisers painted a devastating 
portrait of  the president and 
described a “crazytown” atmo-
sphere inside the White House.

Taken together, they landed 
like a thunder clap, portraying 
Trump as a danger to the coun-
try that elected him and feeding 
the president’s paranoia about 
who around him he can trust.

Trump reacted to the column 
with “volcanic” anger and was 
“absolutely livid” over what he 
considered a treasonous act of  
disloyalty, and told confidants 
he suspects the official works 
on national security issues or in 

the Justice Department, accord-
ing to two people familiar with 
his private discussions.

Trump questioned on Twitter 
whether the official was a “pho-
ny source,” and wrote that if  
“the GUTLESS anonymous per-
son does indeed exist, the Times 
must, for National Security pur-
poses, turn him/her over to gov-
ernment at once!”

By PHILIP RUCKER, ASHLEY 
PARKER AND JOSH DAWSEY
WASHINGTON POST
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Court 
nominee 
adept at 
sidestep

WASHINGTON — Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh on Wednesday 
defended his broad view of  gun 
rights and skepticism of  federal 
regulatory agencies, but left un-
certain his position on abortion 
and refused to detail his views 
on executive power, including 
whether a president can be or-
dered to answer questions in a 
criminal investigation.

Facing senators during a 
second day of  his confirma-
tion hearing that began in the 
morning and stretched well 
into the night, President Don-
ald Trump’s Supreme Court 
nominee proved adept at giving 
lengthy answers without fully 
revealing his views on matters 
of  controversy.

“You’re learning to filibus-
ter,” Sen. Dianne Feinstein, 
D-San Francisco, told him when 
he steered around her question 
on whether the president is 

By DAVID G. SAVAGE, 
AND JENNIFER HABERKORN 
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Kavanaugh defends gun 
rights, skirts abortion, 
executive power views
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