
SANTA ROSA TESTS 
NEW PARKING APP
City hopes mobile payment 
tech will attract more users 
than failed first effort Empire
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GIDDY BIDDING
Sonoma Harvest Wine Auction 
breaks records, with $4.5 million 
raised for charity Empire

River crowds heed algae warning
Ismael Rosales 
Barragan, 4, 
plays Sunday at 
Johnson’s Beach 
in Guerneville.

WARNING
No Russian River 
beaches are closed, 
but pets are banned 
from entering the 
water, and children 
are urged to stay 
away from algae.

PHOTOS BY ALVIN JORNADA / The Press Demcorat

Campers roast marshmallows and sing songs in Spanish during a Latino Outdoors campout Saturday at Pomo Canyon State Park.

Exposed to nature

Group connects Latinos to natural world through campouts, hikes

Rifts 
in EU, 

US over 
migrants

NEW YORK — The United 
States and the European Union 
project themselves as models 
for the world when it comes to 
democracy and human rights. 
Yet a common issue — migra-
tion — is bitterly dividing each 
of  them, testing whether they 
can maintain solidarity amid 
virulent debate over border con-
trols, deporta-
tions and na-
tional values.

In the 28-na-
tion EU, some 
countries have 
sought to block the unprece-
dented flow of  migrants fleeing 
war or poverty in the Middle 
East and Africa, while Germa-
ny — the EU’s powerhouse — is 
bracing to handle 800,000 mi-
grants this year and wants other 
nations to step up as well.

In the U.S., the influx of  im-
migrants entering illegally has 
eased recently, but the politi-
cal rhetoric is red-hot. Donald 
Trump, the leading Republican 
presidential candidate, is calling 
for mass deportation of  millions 
of  immigrants living in the U.S. 
without legal permission, and 
some of  his rivals have joined in 
proposing to stop granting citi-
zenship to children born to such 
immigrants and to wall off the 
U.S.-Mexico border.

In Europe, the future of  the 
EU’s passport-free internal 
borders is now in question, and 
a rising death toll adds to the 
sense of  urgency. More than 
2,800 migrants have died this 
year trying to reach Europe, 
mostly at sea, according to the 
International Organization 
for Migration; the decompos-
ing bodies of  71 migrants were 
found Aug. 27 in an abandoned 
truck near Vienna, apparently 

POMO CANYON

They left their warm beds, their electronic gad-
getry and, in at least one case, a fear of  snakes 
behind to brave a night outdoors — the call of  

nature overpowering the din of  noisy, city life.
For some of  the more than 60 participants — res-

idents of  the North Bay and nearby — the group 
campout in a redwood canyon near the Sonoma 
Coast was a first-time adventure. They learned to set 
up loaner tents and slept on the ground in borrowed 
bags.

Others had some limited experience with camping, 
fostering new family traditions from a desire to have 
their children learn about the world around them.

For organizers, this second annual trip to Pomo 

Gay vets push for honorable discharges
COLUMBUS, Ohio — When 

the Army discharged Pvt. Don-
ald Hallman in 1955 for being 
what it called a “Class II homo-
sexual,” the 21-year-old was so 
scared of  being an outcast that 
he burned all his military re-
cords, save for a single dog tag 
he hid away.

Hallman, a coal miner’s son 
who sang in a church choir in 
rural Alabama, says he never 
mentioned his military service 

again. He married a woman he 
had met at work, had children 
and wore a suit and tie to work 
each day.

“I hid it because it would have 
ruined my life,” Hallman said.

But this summer, Hallman, 
now 82, retrieved the dog tag 
from a keepsake box and began 
working through an application 
to the Department of  Defense, 
asking that his decades-old dis-
charge be upgraded from “un-
desirable” to “honorable.”

“I’ve gotten to a point in my 
life where no one can hurt me 

now,” he said. “I don’t care who 
knows, and I want to show I was 
an honorable person.”

He is one of  a steady march of  
older veterans who were kicked 
out of  the military decades ago 
for being gay, and who are now 
asking that their less-than-hon-
orable discharges be upgraded.

By some estimates, as many 
as 100,000 service members 
were discharged for being gay 
between World War II and the 
2011 repeal of  the military’s 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy. 

Solidarity strained in Europe;  
Obama draws fire from both 
left and right over policies
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The scorching sun beat down 
as a carload of  people stepped 
out of  a sedan Sunday and into 
the dusty parking lot at Steel-
head Beach along the Russian 
River in Forestville.

Megan Merrill, 29, of  Bali 
groaned in the heat as she and 
her friends slung towels over 
their shoulders, grabbed boxes 
of  takeout and started walking 
past signs warning beachgoers 
to keep children away from al-
gae and prohibiting pets from 
entering the water.

Merrill knew about the warn-
ings but was still craving a 
swim.

“I want to submerge my body 
in that blue-green algae,” said 
Merrill, who had been camping 

with friends at Bullfrog Pond in 
the Austin Creek State Recre-
ation Area.

Warnings about a toxic blue-
green algae in the Russian River 
that killed a dog did not deter 
crowds of  people who spent 
Sunday at the waterway’s many 
beaches. Signs and county park 
staff told people with pets to 
keep the animals out of  the wa-
ter and to prevent children from 
swallowing it.

The county stopped short 

Merchants report slow start 
to weekend, but visitors 
pack beaches Sunday
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“All of the time: work, work, work. It’s too much stress. Here, it’s very relaxing.”
ALFREDO MERLO, Santa Rosa man who attended a Latino Outdoors campout with his family

Irma Cuevas 
of Sonoma 
County Parks, 
center, talks 
about tide-
pool animals 
Sunday on 
a bluff over-
looking Shell 
Beach south 
of Jenner.

ONLINE: For 
more photos,  
go to press 
democrat.com
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Donald 
Hallman
Ohio man was 
discharged from 
the Army in 1955 
for being gay.


