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Donald Trump

Trump’s 
payout 
follows 
pattern

Donald Trump, who has re-
peatedly denounced pay-to-play 
politics during his insurgent 
campaign, is now defending 
himself  against claims that he 
donated $25,000 to a group sup-
porting the Florida attorney 
general, Pam Bondi, to sway her 
office’s review of  fraud allega-
tions at Trump University.

Trump’s payment of  a $2,500 
penalty to the IRS over that 2013 
campaign gift amounted to only 
the latest slap of  his wrist in a 
decadeslong record of  shatter-
ing political donation limits and 
circumventing the rules govern-
ing contributions and lobbying.

In the 1980s, Trump was 
compelled to testify under oath 
before New York state officials 
after he directed tens of  thou-
sands of  dollars to the president 
of  the New York City Council 
through myriad subsidiary 
companies to evade contribu-
tion limits. In the 1990s, the Fed-
eral Election Commission fined 
Trump for exceeding the annual 
limit on campaign contributions 
by $47,050, the largest violation 
in a single year. And in 2000, the 
New York state lobbying com-
mission imposed a $250,000 fine 

Recent IRS penalty adds 
to decadeslong record of 
passing donation limits

By STEVE EDER  
AND MEGAN TWOHEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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Teens surviving the shame of sexting

She crunched the cookies in her 
mouth, carefully mashing them 
into chunks. She spit. They 

made a plunk sound as they hit the 
toilet water. The worst, the absolute 

worst thing had happened, and now, 
Maureen was sure, this was her only 
option.

“Moommm,” she called down the 
stairs. “I puked!”

She could not show her face in 
the seventh grade. She had to play 
sick. All day she lay crumpled on the 
couch, replaying what he’d said to 
persuade her.

You’re so beautiful.
Don’t be ashamed of  your body.
I won’t show anyone.
Then, last night, when he admitted 

he’d shown the photo to a few people:
“Don’t even come to my funeral,” 

she texted him.
I’ll piss on your grave, b----.
At least she had been wearing a 

bra and underwear. The camera flash 
reflected in the mirror had hidden 
her face, hadn’t it?

But he knew. And by the end of  the 
day, everyone else would, too.

It would be months before she 
would learn she wasn’t the only girl 

BONNIE JO MOUNT / WASHINGTON POST

Maureen, now 15 years old, plays Minecraft in her 
bedroom. She has built a community of friends  
playing the game and has thousands of followers.

By JESSICA CONTRERA
WASHINGTON POST
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Youths discover compromising 
photos meant for one person 
often sent to many others

Court upholds Buddhist retreat plan 

Controversial plans to expand a Bud-
dhist retreat and publishing operation 
in rural northwest Sonoma County se-
cured another legal victory when a state 
appeals court last week upheld a county 
court judgment.

A three-judge panel from the 1st Dis-
trict Court of  Appeal unanimously af-
firmed a Sonoma County judge’s rul-
ing last year denying a challenge to the 
Ratna Ling Retreat Center’s expansion 
plans, which were approved by county of-
ficials more than two years ago. A group 
of  citizens had sued in opposition to the 
project, arguing the retreat center was in 
violation of  county land-use standards 
and county officials had not conducted a 

proper environmental review.
At the heart of  the case is a land-

use dispute over Ratna Ling’s pub-
lishing activities, which include a 
facility used to print sacred texts in 
addition to four tent-like storage struc-
tures originallyintended to be temporary.

The Sonoma County Board of  Supervi-
sors in 2014 approved a use permit allow-
ing Ratna Ling to make the storage tents 
permanent and construct a new resi-
dence, among other steps. But citizens 
organized under a group calling itself  
Coastal Hills Rural Preservation have 
continued challenging the project.

Coastal Hills has argued the publish-
ing operations are growing to a scale 
inconsistent with the proper use of  Rat-
na Ling’s location in the forested hills 
northwest of  Cazadero. The group has 
contended the printing operations and 
text-storage structures conflict with the 

Panel agrees with earlier ruling  
denying expansion challenge
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The Dharma Publishing facility, at the Ratna Ling Retreat Center in Cazadero. A three-judge 
panel from the California 1st District Court of Appeal upheld a Sonoma County judge’s 
ruling allowing the facility to move forward with its expansion plans.

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Jesus Angel, left, and Manuel Guzman work Tuesday on the Ortiz Family Plaza, which will include 30 affordable housing units, in the Larkfield area.

Workers hard to find 

Homebuilding in Sonoma County may 
be on the rebound thanks to near-record 
housing prices, but a shortage of  construc-
tion workers is making it hard for builders 
to bang out new homes quickly enough to 
meet demand. 

Many carpenters, electricians and other 
tradesmen found other employment after 
the housing market tanked in the recession. 
Now that the market has awoken, builders 

are having a tough time convincing such 
skilled workers to put their tool belts back 
on and rejoin a boom-bust industry. 

“Before they had workers but no work,” 
said Keith Woods, chief  executive officer at 
North Coast Builders Exchange, a Santa 
Rosa trade group. “Now they’ve got work 
but no workers.”

The shortage of  local construction work-
ers mirrors a national trend borne out in 
new figures from the National Association 
of  Homebuilders. The trade group estimat-
ed approximately 200,000 unfilled construc-
tion jobs now exist in the U.S. — a jump of  
81 percent in the past two years, Reuters 
reported. 

“The labor shortage is getting worse as 
demand is getting stronger,” said John 
Courson, chief  executive of  the Home 

Builders Institute, told the news service. 
The Home Builders Institute is a national 
nonprofit that trains workers in the con-
struction field. 

On the North Coast, the number of  con-
struction jobs is far higher than it was 
when the recession caused a painful shake-
out in the building trades. Between 2005 
and 2011, the number of  construction jobs 
plunged 40 percent, to 9,100, according to 
of  state Employment Development Depart-
ment. 

Since 2012, employment has risen slow-
ly each year. Last month, the county had 
12,000 construction workers. That’s a sig-
nificant boost, but still not enough to keep 
pace with a surge in demand brought on by 

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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HOMEBUILDING INDUSTRY » CONSTRUCTION HELD UP

North Coast developers  
desperately seeking skilled  
laborers as demand rises


