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REDUCING FOOD WASTE: 
Nonprofits developing 
online tool for users to 
locate donation sites 
throughout county / A3
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Burt Schuldts of S & B SodaBlast, uses a pressure washer to clean Old Courthouse Square on Wednesday in Santa Rosa.

Square gets spiffed up
SANTA ROSA » While power-washing crews clean up new public 
space, downtown interests concerned about maintenance costs

After a summer of  intense use, Santa 
Rosa’s newly reunified Old Court-
house Square was beginning to 

show signs of  abuse.
Grease and food stains turned the pavers 

beneath the benches black. 
Tire marks where bicyclists skidded to 

an abrupt halt scarred the granite. 
White paint mistakenly used instead of  

chalk to mark the location of  vendor stalls 
defied efforts at removal. 

And the verdant green cross of  turf  in 

the center was showing more than a few 
yellow patches. 

Developer Hugh Futrell, who before the 
$10.5 million square even opened warned 
about the risk of  not properly maintaining 
it, said he watched with growing concern 
over the summer as the condition of  the 
square deteriorated. 

His concerns were validated when out-
of-town visitors saw the square for the first 
time and were appalled.

“They said, ‘You’ve got to be kidding me. 
You built this infrastructure and you let it 
look like this?’ ” Futrell recalled. 

In response to the wear and tear, the city 

in recent days has been power washing the 
square, with city crews hitting the street 
and sidewalks and a contractor tackling 
the interior hardscape made up mostly of  
permeable pavers. 

“With all the events they were having 
down here this summer, it was getting out 
of  control,” Bob Elder, owner of  S&B Soda 
Blast, said Wednesday. 

Elder and an employee spent several 
days using commercial power washers to 
shoot 230-degree water into the pavers and 
blast away the grease, grime and gunk that 

Bill requiring mental health screening passes

A state legislative bill that 
would require judges in certain 
cases to consider a defendant’s 
mental health during sentenc-
ing was approved by the Legisla-
ture this week and is headed for 
Gov. Jerry Brown’s desk.

The bill, AB 154, would re-

quire judges to make 
a recommendation to 
the California Depart-
ment of  Corrections 
and Rehabilitation that 
a convicted felon re-
ceive a mental health 
evaluation if  mental 
illness played a role in 
the crime. North Coast 
Assemblyman Marc 
Levine, D-San Rafael, author of  
the bill, said he hopes those eval-
uations will lead to more treat-
ment for prisoners who need it.

An early version of  the bill 

would have allowed 
for defendants in some 
cases to be treated in 
a residential mental 
health treatment facili-
ty instead of  being sent 
to prison. But concerns 
about the cost of  treat-
ment, coupled with the 
lack of  treatment facil-
ities in some counties, 

led to the elimination of  that 
language, said Levine.

“It’s extraordinarily frustrat-
ing... This wasn’t my goal but 
it’s what we got,” Levine said. 

Levine said that in the past his 
legislative efforts to mandate 
mental health treatment instead 
of  prison for those who need it 
have been held up in the appro-
priations process.

Last year, there were about 
30,000 state prison inmates with 
some form of  mental illness, 
ranging from mild depression 
to schizophrenia, said Randall 
Hagar, a spokesman for the Cal-
ifornia Psychiatric Association. 

That represents about 25 per-

AB 154 » Levine sought 
to trade treatment for 
prison for ill defendants
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Trump 
bypasses 
GOP on 
debt deal

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump struck a deal 
with Democratic congressional 
leaders Wednesday to increase 
the debt limit and finance the 
government until mid-Decem-
ber, blindsiding 
his own Re-
publican allies 
as he reached 
across the aisle 
to resolve a ma-
jor dispute for 
the first time 
since taking of-
fice.

The agreement would avert 
a fiscal showdown later this 
month without the partisan 
battle that many had anticipat-
ed by combining a debt ceiling 
increase and stopgap spending 
measure with relief  aid to Texas 
and other areas devastated by 
Hurricane Harvey. 

But without addressing the 
fundamental underlying issues, 
it set up the prospect for an even 
bigger clash at the end of  the 
year.

BUDGET » President 
accepts Dems’ plan,  
undercuts Ryan, others
By PETER BAKER 
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Irma lays waste to Caribbean
INSIDE
Harvey death 
toll lower than 
feared thanks 
to warnings, 
quick response 
from emergency 
officials   / A6

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — 
Hurricane Irma lashed Puerto 
Rico with heavy rain and pow-
erful winds late Wednesday, 
leaving nearly 900,000 people 
without power as authorities 
struggled to get aid to small Ca-
ribbean islands already devas-
tated by the historic storm.

Florida rushed to prepare 

for a possible direct hit on the 
Miami area by the Category  5 
storm with potentially cata-
strophic 185 mph winds.

Nearly every building on 
the island of  Barbuda was 
damaged when the eye of  the 
storm passed almost directly 
overhead early Wednesday and 
about 60 percent of  the island’s 
roughly 1,400 people were left 
homeless, Antigua and Barbuda 
Prime Minister Gaston Browne 
said.

“Either they were totally de-
molished or they would have 
lost their roof,” Browne said af-
ter returning to Antigua from a 
plane trip to the neighboring is-
land. “It is just really a horren-
dous situation.”

He said roads and telecom-
munications systems were de-
stroyed and recovery will take 
months, if  not years. A 2-year-
old child was killed as a family 
tried to escape a damaged home 
during the storm, Browne said

As the storm moved west, 
it tore up the small islands in 

CATEGORY 5 » Hurricane tears up islands, takes 
out power in Puerto Rico, homes, roads in Barbuda
By DANICA COTO 
AND ANIKA KENTISH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TURN TO IRMA » PAGE A6

Jesse Dewey 
fills sandbags 
at a public 
works site as 
he prepares for 
Hurricane Irma 
on Wednesday 
in Casselberry, 
Florida.JOHN RAOUX / ASSOCIATED PRESS


