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MURDER-SUICIDE IN LOS 
ANGELES: Firefighter kills 
wife, a sheriff’s deputy, with 
6-year-old son present in 
home, officials say / A4

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

Mark Gmelin, a materials engineer and sustainability coordinator for Labcon North America, stands at one of the company’s  
solar-powered electric car charging stations for employees in Petaluma on Wednesday.

Sonoma County is on a roll with 
electric vehicles, with dealers 
selling one of  the clean-air 

cars every seven hours this year, 
according to a new report by the 
Santa Rosa-based Center for Climate 
Protection.

The growing market, with Nissan 
Leafs, Chevrolet Volts and Toyota 
Prius plug-in hybrids leading the 
way, has amounted to more than 
1,900 electric vehicles purchased in 
the county since 2010, according to 
state records.

Those vehicles have offset about 
7,000 metric tons of  greenhouse gas 

emissions that would have been 
produced by traditional fuel-burning 
cars, said the report, which looked 
at the landscape of  electric vehicles 
— including hybrids — in Sonoma 
County.

“That’s pretty impressive,” said 
Doron Amiran, electric vehicle pro-
gram manager with the Center for 
Climate Protection, which released 
the report late last month.

The center is backing Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s plan to put 1.5 million 
zero-emission vehicles on California 
roadways by 2025, and Amiran said 
Sonoma County is well on its way to 
that goal, accounting for 1.6 percent 
of  California’s EV sales to date.

Accelerating growth
ELECTRIC VEHICLE SCORECARD
Sonoma County is the North Bay leader in electric vehicle 
ownership, but it lags far behind wealthier, more populous 
Bay Area counties.
 Electric Rebates Median  
County vehicles paid income*
Sonoma 1,923 $4,105,000 $63,356
Santa Clara 18,275 $40,040,189 $91,702
San Mateo 4,908 $11,155,400 $88,202
Marin 1,879 $4,205,500 $90,839
Napa 343 $737,200 $70,443
Mendocino 129 $255,500 $43,469
Lake 54 $104,900 $36,548
*Per household
Source: California Air Resources Board’s Clean Vehicle Rebate Project, 
counting EVs sold through Aug. 31; American Community Survey.
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Climate center report highlights Sonoma County’s  
expanding market for electric vehicles

Standoff 
over  

access  
to data

WASHINGTON — In an in-
vestigation involving guns and 
drugs, the Justice Department 
obtained a court order this sum-
mer demanding that Apple turn 
over, in real time, text messages 
between suspects using iPhones.

Apple’s response: Its iMes-
sage system was encrypted and 
the company could not comply.

Government officials had 
warned for months that this 
type of  standoff was inevitable 
as technology companies like 
Apple and Google embraced 
tougher encryption. The case, 
coming after several others in 
which similar requests were re-
buffed, prompted some senior 
Justice Department and FBI of-
ficials to advocate taking Apple 
to court, several current and 
former law enforcement offi-
cials said.

While that prospect has been 
shelved for now, the Justice De-
partment is engaged in a court 
dispute with another tech com-
pany, Microsoft.

The case, which goes before 
a federal appeals court in New 
York on Wednesday and is be-
ing closely watched by industry 
officials and civil liberties ad-
vocates, began when the com-
pany refused to comply with a 
warrant in December 2013 for 
emails from a drug trafficking 
suspect. Microsoft said federal 
officials would have to get an or-
der from an Irish court, because 
the emails were stored on serv-
ers in Dublin.

The conflicts with Apple and 
Microsoft reflect heightened 
corporate resistance, in the 
post-Edward Snowden era, by 
U.S. technology companies in-
tent on demonstrating that they 
are trying to protect customer 
information.

“It’s become all wrapped up 
in Snowden and privacy issues,” 
said George Terwilliger III, a 
lawyer who represents technol-
ogy companies and as a Justice 
Department official two decades 
ago faced the challenge of  how 
to wiretap phone networks that 
were becoming more digital.

President Barack Obama has 
charged White House, Home-
land Security and cybersecurity 
officials, along with those at the 
Justice Department, the FBI and 
the intelligence agencies, with 
proposing solutions — some leg-
islative, some not — to the tech-
nology access issue. They are 
still hashing out their differenc-
es, according to law enforcement 
and administration officials.

Apple, Microsoft and others 
tangle with feds seeking  

encrypted communications
By MATT APUZZO 

and DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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HAJDUKOVO, Serbia — A 
Pakistani identity card in the 
bushes, a Bangladeshi one in a 
cornfield. A torn Iraqi driver’s li-
cense bearing the photo of  a man 
with a Saddam-style mustache, 
another one with a scarfed wom-

an displaying a shy smile.
Documents scattered only 

meters from Serbia’s border 
with Hungary provide evidence 
that many of  the mi-
grants flooding Europe 
to escape war or poverty 
are scrapping their true 
nationalities and likely 
assuming new ones, just 
as they enter the Euro-
pean Union.

Many of  those travelers be-
lieve that using a fake document 
— or having none at all — gives 
them a better of  chance of  re-

ceiving asylum in Germany and 
other western European states. 
That’s because the surest route 
to asylum is to be a refugee from 

war and not an econom-
ic migrant fleeing pov-
erty. That fact has led to 
a huge influx of  people 
claiming to be Syrian.

Serbian border po-
lice say that 90 percent 
of  those arriving from 

Macedonia, some 3,000 a day, 
claim they are Syrian, although 
they have no documents to 
prove it. The so-called Balkan 

corridor for the migrant flight 
starts in Turkey, then goes 
through Macedonia and Serbia 
before entering the European 
Union in Hungary.

“You can see that something 
is fishy when most of  those who 
cross into Serbia enter January 
first as the date of  their birth,” 
said border police officer Miro-
slav Jovic. “Guess that’s the first 
date that comes to their mind.”

The chief  of  the European 
Union border agency Frontex 
said that trafficking in fake 

Among EU migrants, it’s best to be Syrian

By DUSAN STOJANOVIC
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Many believe using fake ID 
or none at all gives them 

better shot at asylum
INSIDE
Greek island 
struggles with 
massive influx  
of migrants / A6
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Melting ice hasn’t opened 
Arctic to oil drilling bonanza

TERIBERKA, Russia — The warming 
Arctic should already have transformed 
this impoverished fishing village on the 
coast of  the Barents Sea.

The Kremlin spent billions in the last 
decade in hopes of  turning the town into 
a northern hub of  its global energy pow-
erhouse, Gazprom. It was once the most 
ambitious project planned in the Arctic 
Ocean, but now there is little to show for 
it aside from a shuttered headquarters 
and an enormous gravel road carved out 

of  the windblown coastline like a scar.
“There are plans,” said Viktor 

Turchaninov, the village’s mayor, “but 
the facts — the realities of  life — suggest 
the opposite.”

The dream of  an Arctic Klondike, 
made possible by the rapid warming of  
once-icebound waters, has been at the 
core of  Russia’s national ambitions and 
those of  the world’s biggest energy com-
panies for more than a decade. But even 
as Royal Dutch Shell began drilling an 
exploratory well this summer off the 
north coast of  Alaska, Russia’s experi-
ences here have become a cautionary 

JAMES HILL / New York Times 

Children pass by a rusting boat in Teriberka, Russia, 
a poor village on the Barents Sea, on June 27.

By STEVEN LEE MYERS 
and CLIFFORD KRAUSS

NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO ARCTIC, PAGE A7


