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Workers pick pinot noir grapes at the Platt Vineyards in the hills above Bodega on Wednesday morning. North Coast growers say this year’s harvest is on track to produce a $1 billion crop. 

Get ready, get set, pick!

The North Coast grape har-
vest is kicking into high gear at 
the same time warmer weather 
has hastened the ripening of  the 
estimated $1 billion crop.

After a cool spell in August, 
conditions are shaping up for a 
busy but ideal harvest, accord-
ing to Sonoma County Wine-
growers. The cooler stretch and 
lingering morning fogs help 
concentrate the flavors in the 
grapes.

“And now to get a little heat 
with overall ripening of  the 
fruits is about as good as it can 

get,” said Karissa Kruse, presi-
dent of  SCW, the marketing and 
educational organization rep-
resenting 1,800 growers around 
the region.

After an early start to the har-
vest, Kruse said things are al-
most back to a normal schedule 
for this time of  year.

So far, an estimated 15 to  
20 percent of  the crop has been 
harvested in Sonoma County.

Now, it’s full speed ahead for 
many growers.

“The next three weeks are 
going to be very busy and very 
compressed in my estimation. It 
will kick things into pandemo-
nium,” said Joe Reynoso, who 

expects to harvest 700 tons in his 
Alexander Valley vineyards.

He finished harvesting  
200 tons of  whites over the week-
end — chardonnay and sauvi-
gnon blanc — and is moving on 
Friday to the reds — cabernet, 
zinfandel and syrah.

Reynoso grows grapes in Asti, 
one of  the warmer spots in the 
county, so he started harvest-
ing earlier than most growers 
— Aug. 22 — and tends to finish 
earlier.

But other are also ramping 
up.

“Since the middle of  last week 
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GRAPE HARVEST » NORTH COAST WEATHER IDEAL

Conditions have been excellent for an ideal grape harvest this season, 
with cool mornings helping to concentrate the fruit’s flavors.

Conditions ripe for $1B crop after cool mornings, recent heat

PHILADELPHIA — Donald 
Trump on Wednesday called 
for a vast expansion of  the mil-
itary, including 90,000 new sol-
diers for the Army and nearly 
75 new ships for the Navy, re-
quiring up to $90 billion a year 
in additional spending.

But Trump did not match 
those numbers with details 
about how the country would 

raise the mon-
ey, other than 
a promise to 
take steps 
like reduc-
ing wasteful 
s p e n d i n g , 
which mili-
tary budget 
analysts said 
would be in-
sufficient.

Trump, in 
a speech at the Union League 
of  Philadelphia, also vowed to 
order the military to devise a 
new plan to defeat the Islamic 
State “immediately upon tak-

Trump proposes 
military expansion
Move to add soldiers, 
ships would cost up to 
$90 billion, experts say
By ASHLEY PARKER AND 
MATTHEW ROSENBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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A suspected serial arsonist 
charged last month with igniting 
the Clayton fire and 11 others in 
southern Lake County since July 
2015 now stands accused of  light-
ing four more blazes, according 
to a revised criminal complaint 
filed by the Lake County District 
Attorney’s Office Wednesday.

Damin Anthony Pashilk, a 
40-year-old Clearlake handyman, 

is now charged 
with igniting 
16 fires and 
attempting to 
light a 17th fire, 
said Lake Coun-
ty Chief  Deputy 
District Attor-
ney Richard 
Hinchcliff.

Pashilk plead-
ed not guilty to all charges on 
Wednesday, said his defense at-
torney, J. David Markham.

Pashilk was arrested on Aug. 
15 following a 13-month inves-
tigation triggered by two small 
suspected arson fires that ignited 
on July 2, 2015, both along High-

way 20 near Walker Ridge Road.
Video surveillance in the area 

captured images of  a Subaru 
wagon in the area near the time 
of  the early fires. A subsequent 
investigation led to Pashilk being 
watched, tracked with GPS, and 
eventually apprehended.

Altogether, Pashilk is facing 
19 arson charges, three of  them 
related to the Clayton fire, which 
erupted Aug. 13 and burned 
through almost 4,000 acres, de-
stroying 300 structures and dam-
aging another 28. He also faces 
one count of  attempted arson 
and four charges related to drugs 

Arson suspect charged 
with lighting 4 more fires
Clearlake man, now 
accused of starting 16 
blazes, pleads not guilty
By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Damin Anthony 
Pashilk

TURN TO CHARGES » PAGE A2


