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with first football team.   C1
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Jazz and pop guitarist George 
Benson plays in RP tonight.   D1

Big hurdle cleared for Paseo Vista project

A long-planned Roseland housing 
community designed with affordable 
prices in mind is moving forward in 
a big way, with construction poised 
to ramp up over the next month or so 
and the first crop of  residents possi-

bly moving in early next year.
At the Paseo Vista subdivision on 

Dutton Avenue in southwest San-
ta Rosa, houses in the first phase 
will start at $390,000 — a far cry be-
low Sonoma County’s latest median 
home price of  $644,000. The project 
keeps prices low through dense de-
velopment and by having key sec-
tions of  the homes built at a factory in 
Riverside before being shipped north 
for assembly in place by construction 
crews.

The 12.2-acre site has for about 

two years hosted three model homes 
advertising the property’s future po-
tential. As final subdivision maps 
are recorded next week — they were 
previously approved by the Sonoma 
County Board of  Supervisors in Au-
gust — the developers expect houses 
to arrive in mid-October, putting the 
community on track to welcome its 
first residents sometime after the 
first of  the year. 

The project is planned to include KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, 2015

Crews work at the Paseo Vista subdivision. The project’s final 
subdivision maps have been approved.

ROSELAND » By next year, 
residents could be moving 
into affordable housing
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Equifax: 
143M in 
US hit by 
breach

The credit reporting agen-
cy Equifax said Thursday that 
hackers gained access to sen-
sitive personal data — Social 
Security numbers, birth dates 
and home addresses — for up to 
143 million Americans, a major 
cybersecurity breach at a firm 
that serves as one of  the three 
major clearinghouses for Amer-
icans’ credit histories.

Equifax said the breach be-
gan in May and continued until 
it was discovered in late July. It 
said hackers exploited a “web-
site application vulnerability” 
and obtained personal data 
about British and Canadian 
consumers as well as Ameri-
cans. Social Security numbers 
and birth dates are particularly 
sensitive data, giving those who 
possess them the ingredients for 
identity fraud and other crimes.

Equifax also lost control of  an 
unspecified number of  driver’s 
licenses, along with the credit 
card numbers for 209,000 con-
sumers and credit dispute doc-
uments for 182,000 others. The 
company said it did not detect 
intrusions into its “core con-
sumer or commercial credit re-
porting databases.”

Equifax declined to comment 
on questions seeking more de-
tail on what type of  data was 
compromised.

Equifax is one of  the larg-
est U.S.-based credit reporting 
agencies that collect and ana-
lyze detailed records of  finan-
cial data for records of  a wide 
range of  consumers worldwide. 
The judgments of  these compa-

Credit reporting agency 
says sensitive data now 
vulnerable to hackers
By CRAIG TIMBERG  
AND  ELIZABETH DWOSKIN
WASHINGTON POST
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CYBER ATTACK

Irma devastates Caribbean
QUICK FACTS 
ABOUT IRMA

 ■ Irma is one of the 
most powerful storms 
ever recorded

 ■ The death toll is at 
least 10, as of Thursday

 ■ 1 million people in 
Puerto Rico lost power

 ■ Irma is expected 
to reach Florida late 
Saturday or early 
Sunday

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — Apoc-
alyptic scenes of  flattened buildings 
and ruined airports emerged from 
once-lush Caribbean islands devas-
tated by Hurricane Irma as the dead-
ly storm began to lash vulnerable 

Haiti on Thursday and an-
other powerful storm, Hur-
ricane Jose, followed fast in 
its wake.

Irma’s sustained winds 
were the strongest recorded 
for an Atlantic hurricane 
making landfall, tied with 
the 1935 Florida Keys hurricane.

About 95 percent of  the tiny is-
land of  Barbuda sustained damage, 
according to Gaston Browne, prime 
minister of  Antigua and Barbuda. 
Ghastly photos and videos from St. 
Martin and St. Barthelemy, also 

known as St. Barts, showed 
buildings in ruin and cars and 
trucks almost submerged in 
the storm surge.

Irma’s death toll reached 10, 
a figure expected to rise as its 
punishing winds hit Hispan-
iola and moved closer to a po-

tentially disastrous assault on Cuba 
and Florida. Islands ripped apart 
by its Category 5-force winds were 
left with little time to regroup. The 
National Hurricane Center warned 
that Jose was churning toward the 
Leeward Islands, expected to threat-

en them as a major hurricane by Sat-
urday.

“We are very worried about Hurri-
cane Jose,” Browne said Thursday in 
a phone interview, adding that Irma 
had left about 60 percent of  Barbu-
da’s nearly 2,000 residents homeless.

When Craig Ryan, a 29-year-old 
tourism entrepreneur who lives in 
Antigua, reached Barbuda by boat 
Thursday morning, the scene of  res-
idents flocking onto the beach seek-
ing help struck him as a “Caribbean 

Storm wreaks apocalyptic 
havoc, leveling islands, 
leaving residents homeless
BY ANTHONY FAIOLA  
AND LINDSEY BEVER
WASHINGTON POST
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INSIDE
 ■ Local PG&E 

crews leave for 
Florida / A3

 ■ Florida braces 
for Irma / A12

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Lee Martinelli Jr. thins grape leaves Thursday at Martinelli Winery and Vineyards near Santa Rosa. The vineyard is being picked early this morning.

A waltz with weather

With damp grapes only 30% harvested, growers are in a race against rot

Lee Martinelli Jr.’s workday began about 3 
a.m. today after three hours of  sleep, as he 
led a crew of  workers back into his family’s 

Russian River Valley vineyards along River Road.
Like most grape growers, Martinelli is bringing 

in the 2017 harvest mostly at night, when cooler 
temperatures favor both workers and the fragile 
grapes they are clipping from vines covering 
nearly 60,000 acres in Sonoma County.

Overheated grapes can break open and start to 
ferment on their own, Martinelli said Thursday, 
taking a break at the 100-acre vineyard across the 
road from the landmark Martinelli Winery.

Thursday’s ultralight rain wasn’t troubling, the 
fourth-generation vineyardist said.  
In fact, it afforded growers a respite after the 

By GUY KOVNER AND MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO WEATHER » PAGE A2

SONOMA COUNTY » WINE GRAPE GROWERS

Moisture collects on wine grapes Thursday in west Dry Creek near Healdsburg.


