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All-Pro Bail Bonds branch manager Horacio Gutierrez calls a client Aug. 30 in Santa Rosa. Gov. Jerry Brown recently signed a new law that will 
eliminate cash bail in the state by Oct. 1, 2019 and the bail bondsman industry has submitted paperwork for a proposed referendum to SB 10. 

End of an industry?

Sonoma County bail bond business 
owners say Gov. Jerry Brown dealt 
a potentially mortal blow to their 

industry last week when he signed a new 
law that will eliminate cash bail in the 
state by Oct. 1, 2019.

The industry, which includes more than 
2,700 licensed bail agents and companies 
statewide, has already launched a counter 
attack, submitting paperwork for a pro-
posed referendum that would stall the law 
and put the decision up to voters in No-
vember 2020. Bail supporters would need 
to gather more than 365,000 signatures to 
earn a place on the ballot.

Supporters of  bail reform say the new 
law eliminates a financial burden in the 
justice system that weighs disproportion-
ately on poor defendants. The new system, 
would instead consider a suspect’s risk 
to public safety and their likelihood of  
appearing in court to determine whether 
they should be released.

The law’s passage comes after two years 
of  repeated calls by state leaders to enact 
reforms within the cash bail system. Sen-
ate Bill 10 cleared a final vote on the Sen-
ate floor by a 26-21 margin before heading 
to Brown’s office for his approval.

But the measure goes too far and would 
effectively shutter a whole industry, said 
Steffan Gibbs, the CEO of  All-Pro Bail 
Bonds, Inc., a business with 20 locations 

throughout state, including Santa Rosa. 
The local branch, located on Mendocino 
Avenue, employs six people but approx-
imately 170 workers make up the entire 
company, Gibbs said.

“The bail business is in need of  reform, 
there’s no question about it,” Gibbs said. 
“But is this reform? You got rid of  it.”

Statewide, more than 2,700 individu-
al bail agents are licensed through the 
California Department of  Insurance. In 
Sonoma County, 53 individual agents are 
licensed.

Rod Buntjer, owner of  a Santa Rosa- 
based bail bond business, says his shop 
will likely be forced to close if  the  
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REFORM » Bail bondsmen in Sonoma County say the bill that 
Gov. Jerry Brown signed last week will put them out of business
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Jobs and wages move higher 

Senior 
homes 
could 
live on

State regulators’ attempt to 
revoke the licenses of  two Santa 
Rosa senior care homes accused 
of  abandoning residents during 
the October wildfires could re-
sult in a wide range of  outcomes 
that won’t require the remain-
ing residents to leave, experts 
said Friday.

Oakmont Senior Living, 
which operated the two luxury 
senior care homes in Fountain-
grove, could negotiate a settle-
ment with state regulators or 
attempt to overturn the action 
before an administrative law 
judge, said Michael Weston, 
spokesman for the state Depart-
ment of  Social Services.

The judge, too, has an array of  
options, ranging from rescind-
ing the company’s licenses to 
operate Varenna and Villa Capri 
to placing it on probation or rul-
ing in its favor, he said.

Regulators initiated proceed-
ings Thursday to strip Oakmont 
Senior Living of  its licenses to 
operate the neighboring care 
homes. The company was given 
15 days to appeal the action.

Weston would not say wheth-
er the Department of  Social Ser-
vices is willing to settle the case 
or speculate about potential 
terms of  probation.

“Typically, when you have 
probation ... there could be ad-
ditional training requirements 
or additional oversight require-
ments or some sort of  reporting 
requirements,” Weston said. 
“All sorts of  things could be a 
result of  that.”

State investigators alleged 
Oakmont Senior Living staff 

The American economy showcased 
its stamina Friday as the government 
reported that wages in August sprinted 
forward at their fastest pace since the 
recession ended and that the job creation 

streak extended to 95 months.
But the Labor Department’s latest bul-

letin also hinted that President Donald 
Trump's tariffs could be starting to take 
a toll on manufacturing jobs.

“What’s worth noting is that even 
though there still remains a lot of  head-
line noise around politics and protection-
ism, underneath that, the U.S. economy 
— and that includes labor markets — is 
doing quite fine,” said Michael Gapen, 
chief  U.S. economist at Barclays.

Employers fattened payrolls by 201,000 

jobs; the jobless rate remained under  
4 percent, near territory not seen since 
the 1960s; and average hourly earnings 
rose 10 cents, up 2.9 percent from a year 
earlier.

The manufacturing sector, however, 
which Trump has made a centerpiece 
of  his economic and trade policies, reg-
istered fewer gains than had been previ-
ously thought. The combined addition of  
93,000 jobs that the government original-
ly reported for May, June and July was 
revised down to 62,000. And in August, 

the sector shed 3,000 jobs. The auto in-
dustry, which is particularly exposed to 
trade, eliminated 4,900 jobs last month 
after cutting 3,500 in July.

“You could tell the story that 
protectionism is taking some toll 
here,” Gapen said. “In most of  the  
manufacturing indices, all showed a 
drop-off in new export orders.”

But other analysts warned against 
drawing too many conclusions from the 
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FOUNTAINGROVE

Obama slams Trump, Republicans

In a scathing indictment of  Presi-
dent Donald Trump and the Republi-
can Party, former President Barack 
Obama called for the restoration of  
honesty, decency and lawfulness to 
the U.S. government, framing the No-
vember midterm election as a historic 
chance for Americans to reject what 
he cast as the dark political vision of  

his successor.
“If  you thought elections don’t mat-

ter, I hope these last two years have 
corrected that impression,” Obama 
told students Friday at the University 
of  Illinois in a speech aimed at inspir-
ing a strong turnout for Democrats.

In a rare breach of  the protocol that 
keeps former presidents on the mar-
gins of  political combat, Obama at-
tacked Trump by name. He described 
Trump and his GOP allies as defend-
ers of  the powerful and the privileged, 

stoking public anger and divisiveness 
as a means to protect themselves.

“It did not start with Donald 
Trump,” Obama said. “He is a symp-
tom. Not the cause.”

Obama, who has largely shied from 
public attacks on Trump since he left 
office, said demagogues sometimes 
promise simple solutions to complex 
problems, vowing to fight for the little 
guy while protecting the rich and to 
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Barack Obama speaks Friday at the University of 
Illinois in Urbana, Illinois. Obama assailed President 
Donald Trump as a “threat to democracy.” 
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