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SOCCER BATTLE 
SET TO BEGIN

SR ENCAMPMENT 
MAKES STATEMENT
Homeless set up tents at former 
Water Agency site to protest 
housing shortage  Empire
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Montgomery girls look to end Carrillo’s 
domination in North Bay League Sports

County property tax roll hits $76.6 billion

Photos by BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

Lagunitas Brewing Co. founder and owner Tony Magee at the Petaluma brewery on Tuesday. Magee will remain chairman of the com-
pany in a new 50-50 partnership with Amsterdam-based Heineken International.

Heineken acquires 
50% stake in Lagunitas Ky. clerk 

freed — 
with a 

warning

GRAYSON, Ky. — Kim Davis, 
the Kentucky county clerk who 
was jailed for refusing to give 
marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples, walked free Tuesday 
after five days, but she and her 
lawyer would not say whether 
she would abide by a court or-
der not to interfere with the is-
suance of  licenses by her office.

Five of  her deputies in the 
Rowan County Clerk’s Office 
have been issuing marriage li-
censes since Friday, after telling 
U.S. District Court Judge David 
Bunning that they would do so. 
Bunning sent Davis to jail last 
Thursday for defying his order, 
but in a two-page order Tuesday, 
the judge said he would release 
her because he was satisfied 
that her office was “fulfilling 
its obligation to issue marriage 
licenses to all legally eligible 
couples.”

The order came with a stern 
warning: “Defendant Davis 
shall not interfere in any way, 
directly or indirectly, with the 
efforts of  her deputy clerks to 
issue marriage licenses to all le-

In the most significant deal yet in the American craft 
brewing industry, Lagunitas Brewing Co. and Heineken 
International announced a partnership Tuesday to take the 

fast-growing Petaluma company’s hoppy craft beers and irrev-
erent business ethos across the world.

Heineken will acquire a 50 percent stake in the nation’s 
sixth-largest craft-beer producer for an undisclosed amount of  
cash and a structure that allows Lagunitas to utilize the Am-
sterdam company’s global production and distribution network, 
Lagunitas founder and owner Tony Magee said.

Financial terms were not disclosed, but Lagunitas was likely 
valued at about $1 billion in the deal, according to people famil-
iar with recent acquisitions in the craft-beer industry. 

Magee described the agreement with Heineken as a 50-50 
partnership. Heineken will have three seats on the Lagunitas 
board and the Petaluma brewery will retain three seats. Magee, 
who began the company on his kitchen stove in 1993, will 
remain chairman. The deal is expected to close in the fourth 
quarter.

Magee said the partnership would not change the soul of  
the 730-employee company or diminish the quality of  its beers. 
Instead, the partnership represents “a profound victory for 
American craft,” Magee said.

Though still just 11 percent of  the U.S. beer market, sales of  
craft beer jumped 17.6 percent in 2014 while the overall beer 

Davis won’t say if she’ll obey 
order not to interfere with  

issuance of marriage licenses 
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Sonoma County’s property tax assess-
ment roll reached a record-high $76.6 bil-
lion this year — evidence of  a remarkable 
recovery in post-recession home values 
and enough to generate a bonus $3.6 mil-

lion in projected general fund revenue 
above what was anticipated, county offi-
cials said.

The news is good for county officials, 
whose operational budgets depend heavi-
ly on property tax revenues. Nearly half, 
or 47 percent, of  this year’s $421 million 
general fund is expected to come from 
property taxes, Deputy County Adminis-
trator Christina Rivera said.

But the windfall is what county 
Clerk-Recorder-Assessor Bill Rousseau 
described as “a mixed blessing for prop-

erty owners,” some of  whom had their 
tax bills held down by depressed home 
values and may notice a spike when their 
bills arrive this fall.

The new assessment roll of  $76.6 bil-
lion is $4.94 billion higher than last year. 
It’s more than double than at the start of  
this century and represents an 18 percent 
increase over 2011-12, when a crashing 
housing market brought tax assessments 
to their lowest point in recent years.

Staff in the Assessor’s Office at that 
point “thought it was going to be 10 or 

15 years to recover,” Chief  Deputy Asses-
sor Greg Walsh said.

Instead, the situation turned around in 
just four years, buoyed by consecutive in-
creases in assessed property values total-
ing 6.9 percent this year and 7.27 percent 
last year. Assessed property values in 
Healdsburg along rose 8.9 percent, the 
highest in the county.

“These numbers are indicative of  the 
rising health of  our economy,” Board of  
Supervisors Chairwoman Susan Gorin 

Record-high assessment total 
good news for county general fund
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Owner to remain chairman as beer giant takes 3 seats on 6-member board

INDUSTRY BUZZ

The deal: Heineken International will acquire a 50 percent stake in Lagunitas 
Brewing Co., the nation’s sixth-largest craft-beer producer. Financial terms were 
not disclosed, but Lagunitas was likely valued at about $1 billion in the deal.
The response: Craft-beer community has mixed reaction to news / A7

Bottles of beer run through the packaging line Tuesday at 
Lagunitas Brewing Co. in Petaluma.

Kim Davis
Was jailed over refusal to issue 
marriage licenses to gay couples 
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