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Drive targets rent control law
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The historic Salvation Army Lytton Spring’s rehabilitation center is being listed for sale for $24 million. 

Historic center for sale

LYTTON SPRINGS » Salvation Army-owned buildings, 564 acres 
near Healdsburg on market for $24 million; once housed resort

Wells 
Fargo 
fined for 
shams 

For years, Wells Fargo em-
ployees secretly issued credit 
cards without a customer’s con-
sent. They created fake email 
accounts to sign up customers 
for online banking services. 
They set up sham accounts that 
customers learned about only 
after they started accumulating 
fees.

On Thursday, these illegal 
banking practices cost Wells 
Fargo $185 million in fines, in-
cluding a $100 million penalty 
from the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau.

Federal banking regulators 
said the practices, which date 
back to 2011, reflected serious 
flaws in the internal culture and 
oversight at Wells Fargo, one of  
the nation’s largest banks. The 
bank has fired at least 5,300 em-
ployees who were involved.

In all, Wells Fargo employees 
opened roughly 1.5 million bank 
accounts and applied for 565,000 
credit cards that may not have 
been authorized by customers, 
the regulators said in a news 
conference. The bank has 40 
million retail customers.

Some customers noticed 
the deception when they were 
charged unexpected fees, re-
ceived credit or debit cards in the 
mail that they did not request, 
or started hearing from debt col-
lectors about accounts they did 
not recognize. But most of  the 
sham accounts went unnoticed, 
as employees would routinely 
close them shortly after opening 
them. Wells Fargo has agreed to 
refund about $2.6 million in fees 
that may have been inappropri-
ately charged.

The Salvation Army’s Lytton Springs 
rehabilitation center north of  Healds-
burg, with its mission-style building and 

surrounding 564 acres, is for sale, potentially 
ending a more than century-old ownership and 
opening up new uses for the prominent site 
adjoining Highway 101.

The Salvation Army, which has owned the 
property since 1904, has decided to sell and 
relocate the alcohol and drug rehabilitation 
facility. The asking price is $24 million.

The county zoning on the property is pri-
marily for agriculture and related businesses, 

allowing for some residential development 
and leaving open an array of  possibilities for a 
buyer.

“What actually happens depends on the 
action of  the marketplace,” said Eric Drew, 
the Healdsburg real estate agent listing the 
property.

“It’s got a great location. It’s 70 miles from 
the Golden Gate Bridge, right next to Healds-
burg,” said Drew, owner of  Healdsburg Sothe-
by’s International Realty. “It’s aesthetically 
beautiful and has some very good things going 
for it.”

Salvation Army officials said the buildings 

Brown extends ambitious climate change law

LOS ANGELES — A 
decade ago, California 
vowed to dramatically 
slash greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2020.

With the nation’s most 
populous state on pace 
to meet that target, Gov. 
Jerry Brown on Thursday 
charted a new goal to fur-
ther cut carbon pollution 
by extending and expand-
ing the landmark climate 
change law.

It will “keep California 
on the move to clean up 

the environment,” Brown 
said, moments before 
signing a pair of  bills in 
a Los Angeles park amid 
opposition from the oil 
industry, business groups 
and Republicans.

Experts said going for-
ward will be more chal-
lenging because the new 
goal — to reduce emis-
sions 40 percent below 
1990 levels by 2030 — is 
considerably more ambi-
tious.

California is on track to 
meet the 2020 climate goal 
that called for reducing 
emissions to 1990 levels 

by restricting the carbon 
content of  gasoline and 
diesel fuel, encouraging 
sales of  zero-emission ve-
hicles and imposing a tax 
on pollution.

The state plans to build 
on that foundation and 
ramp up other efforts 
including increasing re-
newable electricity use, 
boosting energy efficien-
cy in existing buildings 
and putting 1.5 million 
zero-emission vehicles on 
the road, according to the 
California Air Resources 
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Gov. Jerry Brown, center, signs a bill that will set a 
goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to below 
1990s levels by 2030 on Thursday in Los Angeles.

Landlords are seeking to 
block Santa Rosa’s controver-
sial rent control program by 
forcing a citywide vote on the 
issue. 

Paid signature gatherers 
have fanned out across the city 
in recent days, circulating peti-
tions calling on the City Coun-
cil to either repeal the rent 

control law it passed Aug. 30 or 
call a special election. 

Signature gatherers contact-
ed by The Press Democrat de-
clined to provide their names 
or who employed them. But 
the California Apartment As-
sociation, which strongly op-
poses the city’s ordinance and 
succeeded last year in block-
ing rent control in Richmond 
after a similar petition drive, 
appears to be behind the effort. 

“We want to strip the coun-
cil of  their power and put the 
decision in the hands of  the 
voters,” said a signature gath-
erer outside the entrance to 
the Safeway on Mendocino Av-
enue on Wednesday afternoon. 

The man declined to give his 
name or say who employed 
him. He described himself  as 
a “very concerned citizen” but 
would not say whether he lived 
in Santa Rosa.

The campaign has surfaced 
after an official with the Cali-

Petitions circulated in Santa Rosa seek to revoke 
City Council action or hold special election
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A petitioner, 
who declined 
to give his 
name, talks to 
prospective 
signers about 
attempting 
to get Santa 
Rosa’s rent 
control 
overturned 
Wednesday in 
front of the 
Safeway on 
Mendocino 
Avenue.

TURN TO LYTTON » PAGE A9

“It’s got a great 
location. It’s 
70 miles from 
the Golden Gate 
Bridge, right next 
to Healdsburg.”
ERIC DREW, owner of Healdsburg 
Sotheby’s International Realty
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EXPLOITED WORKERS: 
Migrant fishermen are 
confined to boats, forced to 
work long hours because 
of a federal loophole / B1
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