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READY TO BE PICKED:  
Press Democrat home de-
livery subscribers will find 
a copy of the latest issue of 
Sonoma magazine included 
with today’s newspaper.
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GREAT PAIRING » Wineries encourage 
visitors to bring canine friends.   D1

SR BACKS HOTEL » Council rejects 
union’s attempt to stall project.  A3

MIAMI — After plowing a 
path of  destruction through the 
Caribbean and forcing hundreds 
of  thousands to flee in one of  the 
largest evacuations in Amer-
ican history, Hurricane Irma 
began to maul southern Flori-
da on Saturday and was poised 
to howl up its west coast today 
with deadly force and fury.

The time to gather 
supplies was over, and 
in most of  the region, 
it was getting too late 
to run. The Florida 
Keys faced a poten-
tially catastrophic 
brew of  winds topping  
125 mph and a storm 
surge that threatened 
to drown whole is-
lands. By Saturday eve-
ning, the ocean around 
Key West was spilling 
into hotel parking lots and onto 
roads, while tornadoes growled 
through Palm Beach and Bro-
ward counties, rumbling like 
freight trains on the move.

On the Gulf  Coast, 
a late westward turn 
in the forecast had put 
Naples, Fort Myers 
and the heavily pop-
ulated peninsulas of  
Tampa Bay directly in 
Irma’s track. Officials 
who had earlier ex-
pected a lighter blow 
from the storm spent 
the day frantically 
turning schools and 
other fortified build-

ings into shelters as fast as evac-
uees could wedge into them. 
Shelters opened. They filled. 

City 
leveled 
by large 
quake

JUCHITÁN DE ZARAGOZA, 
Mexico — Under the glare of  
portable floodlights and the flash-
lights that some held, men in 
sweat-soaked jumpsuits dug into 
a hillock of  rubble in this city, 
the night after the largest earth-
quake to hit Mexico in a centu-
ry flattened buildings here and 
across southern Mexico.

Atop the mound of  debris, 
the men at times moved like ar-
chaeologists, sifting with bare, 
dirt-encrusted hands, chunk by 
concrete chunk. At other times, 
they powered up an excavator, 
which, with its own brutish pre-
cision, moved the workers clos-
er to their goal.

There was a man under there 
— perhaps alive, perhaps dead.

Throughout Friday, victims 
were pulled from the ruins of  
homes, shops and offices in 

Irma bears down on Florida
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HURRICANE » 6 million  
ordered to flee ahead of 
storm’s full brunt today
By MARC SANTORA, HENRY 
FOUNTAIN AND VIVIAN YEE
NEW YORK TIMES

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURING THE SCHOOL: Charles Young, middle left, is the interim superintendent of Sonoma Valley Unified School District. On Aug. 23, Prestwood Elementary School 
Principal Jason Sutter showed Young around the school, where he helped students Valeria Alvarez, Danny Contreras, Grace Missmer and Alex Garcia with classwork.

Ready to rebuild
“There is not going to be anybody on the face of the earth 
more dedicated. That’s because he is who he is.”
JOHN SANDBROOK, retired colleague who spent nearly two decades as assistant chancellor alongside Charles Young at UCLA

Charles Young likes to quip that he 
flunked retirement. 

The 85-year-old Sonoma man, who 
led UCLA for nearly three decades, is back 
at work once again, this time running a K-12 
school district in his adopted hometown.

He may be the most overqualified public 
school superintendent in the United States.

In his long career, Young has steered one 
of  Los Angeles’ largest art museums out of  
fiscal peril, presided over an education and 
science foundation in Qatar and held the top 
job at the University of  Florida.

Before that, for 29 years, he was chancellor 
of  UCLA, where his prowess as an adminis-
trator and fundraiser helped to transform the 
prestigious Los Angeles campus into one of  

the world’s leading public research universi-
ties. He retired from that job 20 years ago and 
remains the longest-serving chancellor of  
the university, which grew to 35,000 students 
during his tenure. 

Now, Young is attempting to lead Sonoma 
Valley Unified School District and its 
 4,200 students through a controversy that has 
divided its board of  trustees and led to the 
abrupt resignation of  his predecessor in June.

“I wouldn’t have taken a job anywhere else,” 
Young said. “I did this because I thought it 
needed to be done and I could do it.”

Within his first few weeks on the job, Young 
met with all of  the new teachers, principals 
and each of  the five board members. He also 
started visiting the district’s 11 schools.

At Prestwood Elementary, children reveled 

Interim superintendent of Sonoma Valley Unified aims to fix board
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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By PAULINA VILLEGAS  
AND KIRK SEMPLE
NEW YORK TIMES

Teams search for  
missing following  
biggest shock to hit area
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1968-1997
Chancellor  

of UCLA
Los Angeles

Youngest person (age 36) 
in the country to lead  

a major university 

1999-2003
Interim president 

at University  
of Florida

Gainesville, Florida

Stayed four years after  
lawmakers disbanded  

the state university system’s 
governing board

2004-2006
President of 

Qatar  
Foundation

Qatar

Served as president of  
an education and scientific 

foundation

2008-2010
CEO at Museum  

of Contemporary Art 
in Los Angeles

Los Angeles

Steered museum out of 
financial  trouble in less than 

a year; raised $30 million  
in less than a year

2017
Interim  

superintendent  
of Sonoma Valley  

Unified
Sonoma

Aims to improve  
board relationships and  

the budget

DECORATED WITH DEGREES: 
Charles Young earned master’s and 
doctoral degrees from UCLA. 
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Evacuees stand in line Saturday at the Germain Arena, which is being 
used as a fallout shelter, in advance of Hurricane Irma, in Estero, Florida.
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 ■Evacuating elderly 

proves particularly 
difficult / A8

 ■Hurricane stress 
affects those battling 
addictions and their 
treatment / A8

 ■Hurricane Jose  
follows just behind 
Irma’s wrath / A9
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