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Lessons Shared

The wind had shifted and the skies seemed mostly 
clear over Redding when Jeff Okrepkie headed 
north to the city to talk with its fire survivors.

Okrepkie, himself  a fire survivor and a leader in 
Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park recovery efforts, drove late 
last month to the city at the north end of  the Sac-
ramento Valley to offer guidance to victims of  this 
summer’s Carr fire.

“They were very much like us a month after the 
fire,” said Okrepkie, chairman of  the Coffey Strong 
neighborhood group. “They didn’t know what they 
needed to know.”

Adam McElvain, a Redding city councilman who 
helped arrange Okrepkie’s presentation, said the 

information was helpful, as was the 
opportunity for fire survivors to hear 
directly from someone who shared 
their experience.

Okrepkie and another fire survivor 
who took part in the evening presen-
tation “can relate to our residents on 
an emotional level,” McElvain said.

The idea of  survivors helping sur-
vivors is nothing new to Coffey Park 
residents.

In the aftermath of  last fall’s North Bay wildfires, 
which claimed 40 lives and destroyed 6,200 homes, 
fire survivors in Sonoma County turned out by the 
hundreds at various meetings to hear from those who 
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Jeff Okrepkie, chairman of Coffey Strong, traveled to Redding last month to speak with fire survivors and local officials about lessons from Coffey 
Park. He told an audience of about 100 people there that joining together can help them grieve, deal with insurers and coordinate rebuilding.  

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES » Man who organized neighbors  
in Santa Rosa reaches out to fire survivors in Redding
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of Coffey Park, the Santa 
Rosa neighborhood  
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CIA revives Africa drone missions 

DIRKOU, Niger — The CIA is 
poised to conduct secret drone 
strikes against al-Qaida and Is-
lamic State insurgents from a 
newly expanded air base deep in 
the Sahara, making aggressive 
use of  powers that were scaled 

back during the Obama admin-
istration and restored by Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Late in his presidency, Barack 
Obama sought to put the mili-
tary in charge of  drone attacks 
after a backlash arose over a 
series of  highly visible strikes, 
some of  which killed civilians. 
The move was intended, in part, 
to bring greater transparency 
to attacks that the United States 
often refused to acknowledge its 
role in.

But now the CIA is broaden-
ing its drone operations, moving 

aircraft to northeastern Niger 
to hunt Islamist militants in 
southern Libya. The expansion 
adds to the agency’s limited cov-
ert missions in eastern Afghani-
stan for strikes in Pakistan, and 
in southern Saudi Arabia for at-
tacks in Yemen.

Nigerien and U.S. officials said 
the CIA had been flying drones 
on surveillance missions for 
several months from a corner of 
a small commercial airport in 
Dirkou. Satellite imagery shows 
that the airport has grown sig-
nificantly since February to in-

clude a new taxiway, walls and 
security posts.

One U.S. official said the 
drones had not yet been used 
in lethal missions, but would 
almost certainly be in the near 
future, given the growing threat 
in southern Libya. The official 
spoke on the condition of  ano-
nymity to discuss the secretive 
operations.

A CIA spokesman, Tim Bar-
rett, declined to comment. A De-
fense Department spokeswom-
an, Maj. Sheryll Klinkel, said 
the military had maintained a 

base at the Dirkou airfield for 
several months but did not fly 
drone missions from there.

The drones take off from Dirk-
ou at night — typically between 
10 p.m. and 4 a.m. — buzzing in 
the clear, starlit desert sky. A 
New York Times reporter saw 
the gray aircraft — about the 
size of  Predator drones, which 
are 27 feet long — flying at least 
three times over six days in early 
August. Unlike small passenger 
planes that land occasionally 

Growing base in Niger 
a sign of changed policy 
under President Trump
By JOE PENNEY, ERIC SCHMITT 
AND RUKMINI CALLIMACHI
NEW YORK TIMES
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Les Moonves

Under 
pressure, 
Moonves 
exits CBS

LOS ANGELES — Bowing to 
pressure brought on by a sexual 
harassment scandal, CBS Corp. 
Chairman and Chief  Executive 
Leslie Moonves resigned late 
Sunday, marking a stunning 
fall from grace for one of  Hol-
lywood’s most respected enter-
tainment executives.

CBS said that it and Moonves 
will donate $20 million to orga-
nizations that support the #Me-
Too movement and equality for 
women in the workplace. The 
donation, which will be made 
this week, has been deducted 
from any severance benefits that 
might have been due to Moonves.

Moonves’ most recent con-
tract, which was due to expire 
in 2021, made him eligible to 
receive an exit deal valued at 
around $180 million — but that 
is now in doubt. The CBS board 
plans to wait to negotiate a fi-
nancial settlement until the 
conclusion of  an investigation 
by two prominent law firms into 
allegations of  misconduct.

“Leslie Moonves will depart 
as Chairman, President and 
Chief  Executive Officer effective 
immediately. Chief  Operating 
Officer Joseph Ianniello will 
serve as President and Acting 
CEO while the Board conducts a 

Network plans to donate 
$20M to groups working 
for women’s equality
By MEG JAMES
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Brown commutes 20 killers’ sentences

LOS ANGELES — Thomas Yackley 
fatally stabbed two men at a party. 
Kimberly LaBore took part in a home 
invasion that ended with one person 
dead. Virgil Holt killed his boss at a 
fast-food restaurant shortly after he’d 
been fired.

All are among the 20 killers serv-
ing life sentences that were recently 
commuted by Gov. Jerry Brown. With 
barely four months left in office, Cal-

ifornia’s longest-serving governor is 
granting forgiveness to record num-
bers of  criminals.

Brown, a Democrat, has handed out 
more than 1,100 pardons benefiting a 
wide array of  individuals, including 
those convicted of  dealing drugs, driv-
ing while intoxicated and forgery. The 
tally is staggeringly greater than the 
totals of  his immediate predecessors. 
Republican Arnold Schwarzenegger 
granted 15 pardons, and Democrat 
Gray Davis ended with zero when he 
was recalled by voters.

Perhaps more remarkable are the 
commutations, which grant parole 
hearings to — and often spell early re-
lease for — criminals who previously 
may have had no chance of  ever being 
paroled. Brown has issued 82 in the 
past seven years, far more than any 
California governor since at least the 
1940s. Criminal justice reformers na-
tionwide applaud him. Victims rights 
advocates are livid.

“2018 is the worst I’ve ever seen it,” RICH PEDRONCELLI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Jerry Brown, whose term expires in January, is 
granting forgiveness to record numbers of criminals.

By ROB KUZNIA
WASHINGTON POST
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