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JOE BIDEN OPENS UP:  
In emotional interview, 
vice president tells Stephen 
Colbert he’s unsure about 
running for president / A4

Vandals chose remote spot to cut cable

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat 

Anders Lemon, middle, and Garrett Kinderman, right, splash in the cool waters of Santa 
Rosa’s Ridgway Swim Center on Thursday as a heat record for the date was surpassed.

Heat relief in sight
Scorching temperatures peak, breaking record for SR

The post-Labor Day heat wave scorching 
much of  California set a new record 
high of  102 degrees Thursday in Santa 

Rosa, where families sought relief  from the 
afternoon temperatures, office workers ap-
preciated their air-conditioned quarters and 
schools took precautions to keep students safe.

The hot streak reached a third consecutive 
day of  triple-digit temperatures, following 

a high of  100 in Santa Rosa on Tuesday and 
102 on Wednesday, neither of  which estab-
lished new records. 

The last time Santa Rosa had three straight 
days with highs of  100 degrees or more was in 
early September 2008, according to the Nation-
al Weather Service. Older records show two 
periods of  six consecutive days of  100 or above, 
with the latest being in late June 1976.

“Remember that bicentennial heat wave?” 
said Diana Henderson, a National Weather 

Two miles from the nearest 
paved road, alongside a derelict 
railroad track as it runs through 
rugged oak woodlands, is the 
scene of  a crime that inflicted 

the largest communications sys-
tem breakdown in recent Men-
docino County history.

Internet and phone service 
— including both landlines and 
cellphones — in much of  Men-
docino County and portions of  
four other North Coast coun-
ties was knocked out last week 
when vandals sliced a section 
of  AT&T fiber optic cable south 
of  Ukiah. Investigators believe 
the would-be thieves were seek-
ing copper wire and abandoned 

the severed, partially unstrung 
cable — an estimated 700 feet — 
after realizing it wasn’t copper.

The full extent of  the network 
meltdown is unclear, but Men-
docino County Sheriff’s Capt. 
Gregory Van Patten said it’s the 
most extensive he’s witnessed 
during his 20 years with the de-
partment.

AT&T declined to provide an 
estimate of  the number of  peo-
ple affected by the vandalism.

“We don’t provide specif-

ic customer numbers,” AT&T 
spokesman Steven Ramirez said 
Thursday.

“There’s really no way to 
determine the number of  cus-
tomers who weren’t able to use 
their service,” said Heidi Flato, 
a spokeswoman for Verizon 
Wireless, whose customers were 
among those unable to use their 
cellphones during the nearly  
18-hour outage. Verizon also 
does not provide customer num-
bers, she said.

The Mendocino Broadband 
Alliance and county of  Hum-
boldt have launched online sur-
veys to assess the repercussions 
of  last week’s havoc.

The communications crash 
is a reminder of  the U.S. tele-
phone network’s vulnerability, 
a problem that emergency ser-
vices providers and legislators 
have been trying to ameliorate 
through regulations that would 
require backup circuitry routes.

Massive North Coast outage 
highlights vulnerabilities of 

communications system
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President Barack Obama

US offers 
refuge for 

10,000 
Syrians

WASHINGTON — Under in-
ternational pressure to ease a 
deepening humanitarian crisis, 
President Barack Obama on 
Thursday ordered his adminis-
tration to accept at least 10,000 
Syrian refugees for resettlement 
over the next year, an increase 
compared with the 1,300 brought 
to the U.S. since the war started 
but well short of  the numbers 
that human rights groups and 
others had sought.

White House Press Secre-
tary Josh Earnest announced 

Obama’s deci-
sion as admin-
istration offi-
cials said they 
were consid-
ering increas-
ing the ceiling 

for resettlement of  refugees 
from all countries by perhaps 
as much as 30,000 to a total of  
100,000. Many, but not all, of  
those would be Syrians, officials 
said. California is the No. 1 re-
settlement destination.

Refugee advocates quickly de-
clared the numbers inadequate 
for a 4-year-old crisis that has 
driven 4 million people from 
the devastated country. And 
because of  technical challenges 
and political resistance in Con-
gress, even meeting those goals 
may prove elusive, U.S. officials 
and experts said.

Despite repeated announce-
ments of  plans to increase reset-
tlement over the past two years, 
U.S. agencies have struggled to 
clear refugees through a vetting 
process that, because of  secu-
rity considerations, takes 18 to 
24 months.

Although there is growing 
public sympathy for the dis-
placed, those security concerns 
have many lawmakers leery of  
bringing in more Middle East-
ern refugees.

California is No. 1 
resettlement destination  
for those fleeing conflict

By PAUL RICHTER
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Iran deal 
survives 
battle in 
Congress

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Democrats delivered a victo-
ry to President Barack Obama 
when they blocked a Republican 
resolution to reject a six-nation 
nuclear accord with Iran on 
Thursday, ensuring the land-
mark deal will take effect with-
out a veto showdown between 
Congress and the White House.

A procedural vote fell two 
short of  the 60 needed to break 
a Democratic filibuster. It cul-
minated hours 
of  debate in 
the Senate and 
capped weeks 
of  discord since 
the United 
States, Britain, 
France, Germa-
ny, Russia and China announced 
the agreement with Iran in July.

The debate divided Demo-
crats between their loyalties to 
the president and to their con-
stituents, animated the anti-war 
movement on the left, and ex-
posed the diminishing power of  
the Israeli lobbying force that 
spent tens of  millions of  dollars 
to prevent the accord.

“Regardless of  how one feels 
about the agreement,” Sen. 
Chuck Schumer of  New York, 
one of  four Democrats to vote 
against Obama, said on the Sen-
ate floor, “fair-minded Ameri-

Veto showdown avoided as 
Senate Demos block GOP’s 

move to reject nuclear accord

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER
NEW YORK TIMES
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experiences / A7
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