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Toll in 
Mexico 
quake 
hits 90

JUCHITAN, Mexico — Life for 
many has moved outdoors in the 
quake-shocked city of  Juchitan, 
where a third of  the homes are 
reported uninhabitable and re-
peated aftershocks have scared 
people away from many struc-
tures still standing.

The city on Sunday was lit-
tered with rubble from Thurs-
day night’s magnitude 8.1 earth-
quake, which killed at least 90 
people across southern Mexico 
— at least three dozen of  them 
in Juchitan itself.

Officials in Oaxaca and Chi-
apas states said thousands of  
houses and hundreds of  schools 
had been damaged or destroyed. 
Hundreds of  thousands of  peo-
ple were reported to be without 
water service.

Many people continued to 
sleep outside, fearful of  more 
collapses, as strong aftershocks 
continued to rattle the town, in-
cluding a magnitude 5.2 jolt ear-
ly Sunday.

Some Juchitecos seeking so-
lace trekked through the de-
struction to find an open-air 
Mass on Sunday since many of  
the churches were either dam-
aged or left vacant until they 
could be checked.

Along a street lined with oblit-
erated homes, the Rev. Ranulfo 
Pacheco delivered a homily to 

Neighbors organize to survive until help arrives

When a disaster strikes, help 
may not come quickly.

It is a painful lesson pounded 
home over and over again, one 
all too recent for residents of  
Texas communities ravaged by 
Hurricane Harvey two weeks 
ago — and one that looms di-
rectly ahead for people still in 
the path of  Hurricane Irma.

In Sonoma County, some 
citizens aren’t waiting for a ca-
tastrophe to learn this lesson 
the hard way. Instead, they are 
banding together to prepare 

their communities in advance 
for the isolation and injuries 
that can follow a major earth-
quake or other natural disaster.

“I need to take care of  myself. 
I need to take care of  my fami-
ly, and this is a great avenue 
to follow through,” said Linda 
Stout, who coordinates a civil-
ian emergency response team 
formed in Bodega Bay.

The Bodega Bay group, one 
of  hundreds of  such teams 
across the nation established 
under guidelines by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency, is the largest team of  
its kind in Sonoma County. Its 

75 members have been certified 
in basic skills of  search and 
rescue, fire suppression, triage, 
disaster psychology and other 
disciplines outlined in FEMA 
curriculum.

The idea is empowering indi-
viduals to secure their families 
and homes, before reaching out 
to neighbors and the broader 
community when first respond-
ers like firefighters and para-
medics might be overcommit-
ted or impeded from reaching 
affected areas. Known as Com-
munity Emergency Response 
Teams, these civilian squads 
also assist professionals if  the 
opportunity allows.

“We are the boots on the 

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS » Many on North Coast 
would be on their own following major catastrophe

Scores of aftershocks 
continue to jolt Chiapas, 
Oaxaca since Thursday
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Bodega Bay Community Emergency Response Team coordinator Linda 
Stout, right, along with Shay and Alice Pickton pose for a photo Sunday 
at Bodega Bay Fire Protection District headquarters in Bodega Bay.
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A soldier stands guard as women 
stand in line for rations and water 
in Juchitan, Mexico, on Saturday.
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People tend to a car that flipped over on Cape Coral Parkway during Hurricane Irma in Cape Coral, Florida, on Sunday evening.

Shelters full as wind, 
rain rip into Florida

HURRICANE IRMA » 3 MILLION LOSE POWER

MIAMI — Ready or not, Flor-
ida found itself  face to face 
with Hurricane Irma’s gallop-
ing winds and rains on Sunday, 
as evacuees and holdouts alike 
marked uneasy time in homes 
and shelters from the Keys to 
the Panhandle, tap-tapping 
their nearly-dead cellphones 
for news they were frantic to 
hear but helpless to change.

The hurricane rammed 
ashore at Cudjoe Key before 
whirling on the state’s south-
west and west coast on the first 
day of  its sodden chug north, 
buckling two giant construc-
tion cranes in Miami and ro-
tating others like clock hands, 
snacking on trees and power 

lines, and interrupting millions 
of  lives.

An apocalyptic forecast had 
already forced one of  the larg-
est evacuations in U.S. histo-
ry. Now it was time to find out 
what the storm would do — and 
whether the heavily populated 
cities of  Naples, Fort Myers, 
St. Petersburg and Tampa were 
prepared.

“Everybody has a plan until 
they get punched in the face,” 
Mayor Bob Buckhorn of  Tam-
pa said at a Sunday news con-
ference, paraphrasing the box-
er, Mike Tyson. “Well, we’re 
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People stand in line for breakfast in the disaster shelter at Riverview 
High School in Sarasota, Florida, on Sunday in advance of Hurricane 
Irma. The full shelter is closed to new evacuees.

Death toll increases to 30 as storm churns its way northward
INSIDE
FEMA shifts sheltering policy toward 
hotels, apartments instead of trailers 
after Katrina, Rita debacles / A6


