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HEIRLOOM EXPO » Annual Santa Rosa festival 
celebrates hard-to-find varieties of produce.   A3

A BUSY LIFE » SR climber Jorgeson juggles 
starting family, movie about Yosemite climb.   C1
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REMEMBERING 9/11: 
President Trump, other 
dignitaries pay tribute to 
those killed in 2001 
terrorist attacks / B1

INSIDE

Carolinas brace for Florence
INSIDE
Hurricane forces 
cancellation 
of several 
college football 
matchups / C4
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Attendees of a symposium on climate smart agriculture finish their tour of a vineyard as part of the Global Climate Action Summit on Tuesday at 
La Crema Estate in Windsor.  Jackson Family Wines is running a five-year experiment to try to retain more carbon in its soil.

Farmers learn about 
eco-friendly techniques

CLIMATE CHANGE » AGRICULTURE

Winery event targets sustainable practices that retain carbon in soil

The world’s farmers must 
feed a human pop-
ulation that will 

reach 10 billion in the 
next three decades, but 
they also may be asked 
to help combat climate 
change by putting more 
carbon into the soil than they 
take out of  it.

As an example, Jackson Fam-
ily Wines is running a five-year 
experiment to try to increase 
the carbon held in its soils 
at a Russian River vineyard 
and a group of  advocates of  

climate-smart farming toured 
the area on Tuesday. The 
Jackson winery, the county’s 
largest vintner, and the Sonoma 

Resource Conserva-
tion District received a 
$100,000 state grant to 
conduct the research 
on a 22-acre section of  
vineyard, said Julien 
Gervreau, the compa-

ny’s director of  sustainability.
The company “wanted to 

participate in research to 
determine whether a working 
vineyard can in fact serve as an 
active carbon sink” to absorb 

WILMINGTON, North Caroli-
na — Hurricane Florence, roar-
ing across the Atlantic Ocean 
with 140 mph winds, is on track 
to crash into the southeast U.S. 
coast Friday and slow to a crawl, 
an ominous forecast that could 
deliver rainfall measured in feet 

rather than inches.
Tropical-storm-force winds 

are expected to arrive here in 
southeast North Carolina by 
Thursday morning. The Na-
tional Hurricane Center said 
Tuesday that “life-threatening 
storm surge is now highly like-
ly” along the North Carolina 
and South Carolina coasts, and 
government officials have is-
sued evacuation orders covering 
more than 1.5 million residents 
there as well as in Virginia.

Forecasters said Tuesday af-
ternoon that the eye of  the mas-
sive storm would most likely 

make landfall during the middle 
of  the day Friday on a stretch 
of  the North Carolina coast 
between Wilmington and Jack-
sonville, home to the Marine 
Corps base at Camp Lejeune. 
The Hurricane Center warned 
that the storm was “getting bet-
ter organized and increasing in 
size,” and predicted that, despite 
some modest weakening before 
landfall, it would strike the U.S. 
as a Category 3 hurricane with 
120 mph sustained winds.

Coastal North Carolina could 

1.5 million ordered to 
evacuate; hurricane set 
to make landfall Friday
By PATRICIA SULLIVAN 
AND  JASON SAMENOW
WASHINGTON POST
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Workers cover 
the windows 
of the Charles-
ton County 
Courthouse 
in Charleston, 
South Carolina, 
on Tuesday. 

INSIDE
Leaders gather 
today at  climate 
summit in San 
Francisco  / B1

Chris Clayton of Omaha, Nebraska, a writer with the DTN Progressive 
Farmer, photographs wine grapes at La Crema Estate and Saralee’s 
Vineyard near Windsor on Tuesday.

US deficit soars despite robust economy

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
budget deficit is reaching levels 
that are abnormally high for a 
robust economy, and lawmakers 
from both parties are proposing 
ideas that would make the defi-
cit swell even further.

The government spent 
$895  billion more than it 
brought in from taxes and other 

revenue sources during the past 
11 months, the Congressional 
Budget Office said this week, 
a 33  percent increase from one 
year before.

Typically, the deficit shrinks 
during strong economic times, 
as the need for costly govern-
ment support wanes and tax rev-
enue rises. In 2000, the last time 
the unemployment rate was at 
its current level of  3.9  percent, 
the government ran a surplus, 
meaning tax revenue eclipsed 
all spending.

The dynamic is much differ-
ent now.

Corporate tax receipts fell 
30 percent in the past 11 months, 

the CBO said, precipitated by 
the large reduction in rates from 
the massive tax overhaul passed 
by Congress last year. Spending 
levels have risen sharply as a re-
sult of  a bipartisan agreement 
to shed budget caps put in place 
to maintain fiscal discipline and 
pour more money into both mil-
itary and domestic programs.

“It’s not just irresponsible, 
it’s wildly irresponsible,” said 
retired senator Kent Conrad, 
D-North Dakota, who added that 
lawmakers are pushing the defi-
cit higher because of  political 
expediency.

“If  you are seeking elective 
office, the hardest thing in the 

world is to say, ‘I’m going to 
raise your taxes or cut spending 
on popular programs,’ ” he said.

Among the Republicans, the 
loudest voices recently have 
come from outside Congress.

“With a booming economy, 
full employment, a soaring 
stock market and record asset 
values, we should be shrinking 
the deficit, not growing it,” Mitt 
Romney, a Republican and Sen-
ate candidate in Utah, wrote on 
his campaign website Monday. 
He said other conservatives 
have largely been “silent” on 
the issue since President Donald 

Spending exceeded tax 
revenue by $895 billion 
in past 11 months
By DAMIAN PALETTA 
AND ERICA WERNER
WASHINGTON POST
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Clipper 
cards 
getting 
update  

The Clipper card system that 
commuters use on nearly two 
dozen Bay Area public transit 
lines is set for a $195 million re-
vamp that regional transporta-
tion officials hope will provide 
a smoother overall experience 
and lead to increased ridership.

Pending approval later this 
month, the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Commission will 
move to initiate a major update 
that modernizes station and ve-
hicle card readers, associates 
cards with individual accounts 
and, for the first time, offers a 
mobile phone app to add fare 
value in real time. The new 
technology, slated for full im-
plementation in 2021, will also 
improve the system’s security 
protections to guard against cy-
ber threats such as data piracy 
and identity theft.

“I look at it as an incremen-
tal but important upgrade to 
the existing system,” said MTC 
spokesman Randy Rentschler. 
“The deal is, for most people, 
they’re not even going to know. 
But a whole host of  function-
ality will be put into Clipper to 
make it much better than it used 
to be.”

With a working title of  C2, the 
overhaul will be developed and 
overseen by San Diego-based 
Cubic Transportation Systems, 
and will cost the MTC anoth-
er $266 million over 10 years 
for daily operations and main-
tenance. That’s about on par 
with what the agency currently 
spends to manage Clipper, Rent-
schler said, but with fewer bells 
and whistles.

“Where Clipper is now and 
has been, it’s been a transition,” 
he said. “And where it’s going to 
go is a transition, too.”

Transit systems, which 
include SMART, to get 
new readers, phone app
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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