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FDA: Teen vaping an ‘epidemic’
Agency pledges action
against retailers selling
e-cigarettes to minors
By LAURIE MCGINLEY
WASHINGTON POST

Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Scott Gottlieb has dramatically escalated
his efforts to stop an “epidemic”
of teenage vaping, announcing
Wednesday a massive enforce-

ment action against retailers for
allegedly selling e-cigarettes to
minors and warning manufacturers of a potential ban of flavored e-cigarette liquids.
Officials said the move against
more than 1,300 retailers was
the largest coordinated enforcement action in the agency’s
history. The threatened ban, if
carried out, would significantly
upend the fast-growing industry.
The latest data, not yet pub-

Marshfield Principal
Robert Keuther
displays vaping
devices that were
confiscated from
students on April 10
in Marshfield,
Massachusetts.

lished, show a 75 percent increase in e-cigarette use among
high school students this year
compared to 2017. The FDA declined to publicly release the
numbers, but people familiar
with them said they were preliminary data from the National
Youth Tobacco Survey, on which
the agency and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
collaborate.
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PLANNING AHEAD » Sonoma County, Santa Rosa agencies sent
warnings to several areas, including Roseland, Healdsburg

New alert system tested

Septic
cleaner
fined for
dumping
RP businessman also
sentenced to a year in
Sonoma County Jail
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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At the county center in Santa Rosa, Santa Rosa Fire Chief Tony Gossner and Santa Rosa Fire Department’s Assistant Fire Marshal Paul Lowenthal
watch as responses come in from the public Wednesday during testing of the federal Wireless Emergency Alerts system.
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County conducted a live trial run of its overhauled emergency alert system
Wednesday, marking a closely
watched bid to see how well local governments can warn the
public about disasters and other
dangers nearly one year after
the most destructive wildfire in
state history.
Starting at 10 a.m., the county and Santa Rosa sent a series
of test messages aimed at thousands of cellphones in five target
locations using the federal Wireless Emergency Alerts system
— the same program the county

controversially opted not to use
during last October’s wildfires,
leaving many residents without
any official warning.
The test was believed to be
the first of its kind on the West
Coast.
“Almost a year ago, we were
smacked in the face by the most
catastrophic wildfire in California’s history,” Sonoma County
Board of Supervisors Chairman
James Gore told reporters after the test. “We’ve been on our
heels ever since, and this marks
for us a day when we get back on
our toes.”
The county failed to use the
TURN TO ALERTS » PAGE A5

The owner of a North Bay
septic system cleaning business
was sentenced Wednesday to a
year in Sonoma County Jail and
ordered to pay up to $400,000 in
fines after being convicted of repeatedly dumping untreated
human waste
into the sewer
network near
his home on
Rohnert Park’s
eastern
outskirts, causing
costly backups Carlos Velarde
to the city’s sysChavez
tem.
Carlos Velarde Chavez, 64,
owner of Carlos’ Petaluma Septic Services and a subsidiary
septic hauling firm in Novato,
pleaded no contest last month
to one felony count of theft of
utility services and one misdemeanor count of advertising
construction work without a
proper license, according to
Sonoma County District Attorney’s Office.
An additional felony and misdemeanor count were dismissed
in the plea agreement but were
taken into consideration by
Judge Robert LaForge during
the sentencing Wednesday,
prosecutors said. A hearing on
TURN TO DUMPING » PAGE A2

INSIDE
Public responses dot a monitor Wednesday in Santa Rosa as five
target locations across Sonoma County were tested using the federal
Wireless Emergency Alerts system.
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Foreign-born population in US highest since 1910
By SABRINA TAVERNISE
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — The foreign-born population in the
United States has reached its
highest share since 1910, according to government data released
Thursday, and the new arrivals
are more likely to come from
Asia and to have college degrees than those who arrived in
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past decades.
The Census Bureau’s figures
for 2017 confirm a major shift
in who is coming to the United
States. For years newcomers
tended to be from Latin America, but a Brookings Institution
analysis of that data shows that
41 percent of the people who
said they arrived since 2010
came from Asia. Just 39 percent were from Latin America.

About 45 percent were college
educated, the analysis found,
compared with about 30 percent
of those who came between 2000
and 2009.
“This is quite different from
what we had thought,” said
William Frey, the senior demographer at the Brookings Institution who conducted the analysis. “We think of immigrants
as being low-skilled workers

from Latin America, but for recent arrivals that’s much less
the case. People from Asia have
overtaken people from Latin
America.”
The new data was released as
the nation’s changing demography has become a flash point
in American politics. President
Donald Trump, and many ReTURN TO IMMIGRATION= » PAGE A5
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