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IMMIGRATION DEAL? Senior Congressional 
Democrats say they struck an agreement with 
President Trump to shield nearly 800,000 / B1
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DISABLED RUNNER MAKING STRIDES »  
SR teen with Down syndrome builds 
confidence on trails with Panthers.   C1

CAMPING WITH YOUR KAYAK »  
Autumn can be great time for paddling 
excursions along Russian River.   D1

HARVEST IN 
JEOPARDY? »  
Thunderstorms 
throw curveball 
at grape growers 
already facing 
challenges.   A3

Ex-employees sue over culture

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sergei Yarushin slices through rebar and concrete as workers dismantle damaged portions of Santa Rosa’s underground water-diversion tunnel 
on Monday underneath E Street. Record rainfall during the winter has exposed and corroded the tunnel’s reinforced concrete. 

Patching up a tunnel

Work underway 
to halt erosion  
inside creek  
aqueduct used  
for flood control 

Workers are racing to repair a damaged 
tunnel underneath downtown Santa 
Rosa that took a beating during this 

past winter’s record rainfall. 
Since 1963, when the flood control project 

was built, Santa Rosa Creek has been confined 
to two underground concrete box culverts run-
ning for 1,400 feet under downtown.

The 14-foot-tall tunnels begin at E Street and 

run beneath the U.S. Bankruptcy Court building 
and Santa Rosa City Hill, where they are joined 
by a third tunnel conveying Matanzas Creek. 
All three emerge at Santa Rosa Avenue, at the 
entrance to the Prince Memorial Greenway. 

But erosion has scoured out the bottom of  the 
middle tunnel, exposing and corroding the steel 
reinforcement bars embedded in the concrete, 
and raising concerns about the safety of  the 
structures. 

Dems, GOP take opposing paths on health care

WASHINGTON — In one Senate of-
fice building, some of  the leading lights 
of  the Democratic Party gathered 
Wednesday to embrace what was once 
a proposal only of  the far left: a huge 
expansion of  Medicare, large enough 
to open the popular, government-run 
health program to all Americans.

In another Senate office building, a 
smaller but equally adamant group of  
Republican senators stood together to 
take one last stab at dismantling the 
Affordable Care Act. They proposed 
instead to send each state a lump sum 
of  federal money, along with sweeping 
new discretion over how to use it.

Important elements in both parties 
are trying to move beyond President 
Barack Obama’s health care law, 

which has always been a complicated, 
politically difficult mix of  government 
and private health insurance. But 
they are moving in radically different 
directions.

The proposals appeared to have 
only one thing in common: Neither is 
likely to be enacted any time soon.

Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vermont, the 

Yulia Zamora hoped for a ca-
reer in consumer lending in 2015 
when she went to work in the 
Healdsburg offices of  the online 
startup, Social Finance.

What the Santa Rosa Junior 
College graduate got at the nov-

el consumer finance firm, also 
known as SoFi, was something 
different. 

Managers during her 3 p.m.-
to-midnight shift encouraged 
employees to drink from a mar-
garita cart or grab beer from an 
on-site Kegerator. Talk from the 
bosses quickly became sexual, 
with supervisors engaging in 
bathroom and parking lot trysts 
with female employees, Zamora 
said, and at an office Christmas 
party a director approached the 
28-year-old underwriter saying 

he wanted to do “sexy things” 
to her.

She quit and later contacted a 
lawyer, joining a growing num-
ber of  former SoFi employees 
complaining about the work 
environment at the San Francis-
co-based company that’s been 
valued at more than $4 billion. 

They came forward after a 
lawsuit filed last month by Bran-
don Charles, a senior operations 
manager at the Healdsburg 

HEALDSBURG OFFICE »  
Ex-workers for SoFi allege 
sex-charged atmosphere
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“It was being 
run as a frat 
house,” says 
Yulia Zamora 
of Santa Rosa, 
who is one of 
the plaintiffs 
in a lawsuit 
against her for-
mer employer, 
SoFi, which has 
an office in 
Healdsburg.
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DOWNTOWN SR » EMERGENCY REPAIRS

8 die at 
nursing 
home in 
Florida

HOLLYWOOD, Florida — The 
first patient was rushed into the 
emergency room of  Memorial 
Regional Hospital around 3 a.m. 
Wednesday, escaping a nursing 
home that had lost air-condi-
tioning in the muggy days after 
Hurricane Irma splintered pow-
er lines across the state.

Another arrived at 4 a.m. Af-
ter a third rescue call, around 
5  a.m., the hospital’s staff was 
concerned enough to walk down 
the street to check the building 
themselves.

What they 
found was an 
oven.

The Rehabil-
itation Center 
at Hollywood 
Hills needed to 
be evacuated 
immediately. 
Rescue units 
were hurrying the home’s more 
than 100 residents out. Dozens 
of  hospital workers established 
a command center outside. Red 
wristbands went to patients 
with critical, life-threatening 
conditions, yellow and green to 
those in better shape.

Checking the nursing home 
room by room, the hospital staff 
found three people who were 
already dead and nearly 40 oth-
ers who needed red wristbands, 
many of  whom were having 
trouble breathing. The work-
ers rushed them to Memorial’s 
emergency room, where they 
were given oxygen. The rest 
went to other hospitals nearby.

Four were so ill that they died 
soon after arriving. In the after-
noon, authorities learned that 
another had died early in the 
morning, and was initially un-
counted because the person had 
been taken directly to a funeral 
home.

Officials trade blame 
over why patients were 
left at sweltering facility
By NEIL REISNER, SHERI FINK 
AND VIVIAN YEE
NEW YORK TIMES
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IRMA AFTERMATH

STRUGGLING 
IN CARIBBEAN
Residents who 
remain in US 
Virgin Islands 
surviving on  
rations, aid in 
wake of Hurri-
cane Irma / B1


