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CHAOTIC SCENE: Series of 
explosions rock Boston- 
area suburbs, damaging 
at least 30 homes, injuring 
dozens / B1

INSIDE

Florence’s onslaught begins 

A few 
new 
pacts, 
protests

SAN FRANCISCO — It was 
equal parts theater, venting 
session and business meeting 
where stuff got done.

At Gov. Jerry Brown’s climate 
summit Thursday, there were no 
sweeping agreements struck as 
there were in Paris in 2015. State-
ments of  defiance against Wash-
ington and boasts of  progress 
made so far overshadowed actu-
al new commitments. Protesters 
shouted from the outside — and 
the inside — that the state, city 
and business leaders assembled 
from around the globe are not 
confronting the climate problem 
aggressively enough.

But still, there was forward 
momentum. Alliances were 
born, goals were set and nota-
ble and influential new leaders 
showed up to join the coalition 
of  governments and companies 
determined to carry the world 
toward meeting the Paris agree-
ment President Donald Trump 
has disavowed.

That was enough for organiz-
ers to declare the day a success. 
By the time the conference ends 
Friday, they can argue they 
have succeeded in getting the 
figurative boulder a few feet fur-
ther up a mountain Brown likes 
to compare to Mount Everest.

“If  you have any kind of  a 
meeting that is big enough to 
create a social and political 
splash, you end up with the 
question of  did it accomplish 
enough,” said Jonathan 

WILMINGTON, North Car-
olina — Hurricane Florence 
already has inundated coastal 
streets with ocean water and 
left tens of  thousands without 
power, and forecasters say con-
ditions will only worsen as the 
hulking storm slogs inland.

Screaming winds bent trees 

toward the ground and rain-
drops flew sideways as Flor-
ence’s leading edge whipped 
the Carolina coast Thursday to 
begin an onslaught that could 
last for days, leaving a wide area 
under water from both heavy 
downpours and rising seas.

The storm’s intensity dimin-
ished as it neared land, with 
winds dropping to around  
90 mph by nightfall. But that, 
combined with the storm’s 
slowing forward movement and 
heavy rains, had Gov. Roy Coo-
per warning of  an impending 
disaster.

“The worst of  the storm is 
not yet here but these are early 
warnings of  the days to come,” 
he said. “Surviving this storm 
will be a test of  endurance, 
teamwork, common sense and 
patience.”

Cooper requested additional 
federal disaster assistance in 
anticipation of  what his office 
called “historic major damage” 
across the state.

More than 80,000 people were 
already without power as the 
storm began buffeting the coast, 

Governor warns of  
disaster as hurricane 
hits North Carolina
By JONATHAN DREW
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Governor, attendees take 
small steps to continue 
global warming fight
By EVAN HALPER
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Waves slam the 
Oceana Pier 
& Pier House 
Restaurant in 
Atlantic Beach, 
North Carolina, 
on Thursday as 
Hurricane 
Florence 
approaches.

CLIMATE SUMMIT

Cloverdale vintner a self-made man

Ulises Valdez, a Mexican im-
migrant who rose from picking 
grapes in Sonoma County vine-
yards to working with top local 
winemakers and ultimately to 
running his own family winery 
in Cloverdale, died Wednesday. 
He was 49.

Valdez was born in 
1969 in the state of  Mi-
choacán and went to 
work at an early age 
after the death of  his 
father. At 16, he crossed 
the border into Califor-
nia and joined his broth-
er, Nicolas Cornejo, in 
Sonoma County to work 
in the vineyards of  the 
Dry Creek Valley wine region. 
Valdez uses his mother’s last 
name.

He benefited from passage of  
the Immigration Reform and 

Control Act of  1986, 
which allowed him to 
become a legal tempo-
rary resident of  Amer-
ica. Ten years later, he 
became a U.S. citizen.

Valdez soon became 
a foreman at Jack Flor-
ence’s vineyard, work-
ing with the owner’s 
son, Jack Florence Jr., a 

recent graduate from UC Davis’ 
wine program. In 1986, Valdez 
approached Jack Jr. and said 
he wanted to become a partner 
in Florence Vineyard Manage-

ment Co. He said he would not 
take a salary the following year, 
in return for an equity stake 
in the business. At the time, 
Cornejo, now the owner of  Clen-
denen Vineyard Management in 
Healdsburg, helped his young-
er brother with expenses, the 
younger Florence said.

“It was the perfect comple-
mentary relationship,” Flor-
ence said. “Farming came re-
ally natural to him. So often, 
something breaks or there is a 

Immigrant grape picker 
rose to become foreman,  
family winery owner
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Ulises
Valdez
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A hiker uses Paulin Creek Preserve in Santa Rosa on Thursday. The preserve is part of an 82-acre site near Chanate Road in which a court ruling 
voided the sale of the property by Sonoma County to developer Bill Gallaher, upending the largest single proposed housing project in Santa Rosa.

Largest plan for housing 
in county put on hold

CHANATE ROAD » BACK TO DRAWING BOARD

Decision not to appeal judge’s cancellation of sale jeopardizes project

Sonoma County will not appeal a 
judge’s decision to cancel its long-
sought sale of  the old Chanate Road 

hospital complex, making the largest pro-
posed housing project in Santa Rosa even 
less likely to come to fruition as originally 
intended.

The Board of  Supervisors voted unan-
imously in closed session Tuesday not to 

challenge the July ruling from Superior 
Court Judge René Chouteau, who said the 
county incorrectly determined its sale 
agreement for the 82-acre property was 
exempt from state environmental review 
requirements.

The project, which included a proposed 
867 housing units, is now stalled at least 
until county leaders decide what they 
want to do next. Supervisors are expected 
to discuss their options at a public meeting 
sometime in October.

Supervisor Shirlee Zane, who rep-
resents the area where the site is located 
and championed its sale to Gallaher last 
year, said county leaders are “mourning 
this lost opportunity to make a significant 
impact on the affordable housing crisis.” 

“We’re standing by the position that 
we complied with all legal requirements 
in negotiating the sale,” Zane said. “But 
also, given the change in the landscape 

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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