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STATE’S SNOWPACK WORSE THAN THOUGHT: 
Researchers estimate amount of  snow 
in Sierras is lowest in more than 500 years / A4
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49ERS WIN OPENER
In first career start, running back Hyde carries SF offense 
past Vikings, helps produce win for Tomsula Sports

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat 

SEARCH FOR POSSESSIONS: Homeowner John Flynn, right, and his friend Richard Hinchcliff look through the burned contents of Flynn’s fire safe Monday amid the ashes of his Summit Drive home in Cobb.

Hoping to gain control
PROGRESS: Valley fire’s growth slows 

as crews battle their way to 10% containment
TOLL: Officials confirm 1 dead; blaze could 

rank among most destructive in state’s history

Firefighters take advantage 
of cool-weather window

The massive Valley fire that ignited in Lake 
County Saturday and spread into Sonoma 
and Napa counties is on track to be among 

the most destructive in state history, with a grim 
toll that includes at least one death and hundreds 
of  burned structures.

Favorable conditions gave firefighters some ad-
vantage Monday, limiting the fire’s growth to about 
12,000 acres, and the cooler, calmer conditions ex-
pected over the next few days could help further 
corral the still-uncontrolled blaze, the state’s top 
firefighting priority.

Crews forced to battle on many fronts  
due to patchwork nature of blaze  

By MARY CALLAHAN, RANDI ROSSMANN,  
MARTIN ESPINOZA and ROBERT DIGITALE
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FIRE’S GROWING TOLL

Acres: 62,000
Containment: 10%
Structures: At least 585 
and potentially up to 1,000 
homes destroyed; 9,000 
homes and 150 commer-
cial buildings threatened
Deaths: One 

Injuries: Four
Evacuations: 19,300
Firefighters: 1,800
Cause: Under investigation

ONLINE: For video, more 
photos and updates, go to  
pressdemocrat.com
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 ■ Pets, livestock 
both comfort 
and concern for 
evacuees / B1

 ■ Beloved Harbin 
Hot Springs resort 
destroyed / B1

 ■ Lake County 
schools remain 
closed / B1

 ■ Vintners assess 
damage / B1

 ■ Smith: The 
moment when 
devastating news 
is received / B1

 ■ Benefield: 
Resilient spirit of 
Middletown High 
Mustangs / C1

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

WRACK AND RUIN: Firefighters from Cal Fire inspect burned-out houses Monday 
in Middletown, where hundreds of structures were destroyed.

Fire victim was sure 
help would arrive

Barbara McWilliams’ last words to a caretaker 
who phoned her Saturday during the first hours 
of  the Valley fire were to say she was fine at home 
and confident someone would come by if  she 
needed to leave.

“She said, ‘Someone will come,’ ” said Jennifer 
Hittson of  Kelseyville, who delivered groceries, 
cleaned house and did odd jobs for the 72-year-
old woman, who suffered from advanced multiple 
sclerosis and used a walker to get around.

A neighbor offered to bring her with him to 
Middletown, but McWilliams declined, according 
to Hittson.

She was calm at the time they spoke, about 
6:30 p.m., Hittson recalled. The caretaker sought 

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Barbara  
McWilliams
Sole known 
victim of Valley 
fire had major 
disabilities from  
multiple sclerosis, 
caretaker said.

CALISTOGA — Many of  the resi-
dents of  Lake County who fled south to 
escape the inferno that overwhelmed 
their rural communities are finding 
shelter, support and some measure of  
solace at the evacuation center at the 
Napa County Fairgrounds in Calistoga. 

A small city staffed mostly by vol-
unteers is now home to more than 
500 of  the estimated 20,000 evacuees 

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat 

FEARS CONFIRMED: Maria Sanchez, right, 
who lost her home in Middletown to the fire, 
is consoled Monday by Claudia Rodriguez, an 
evacuee from Hidden Valley, in Calistoga.

In Calistoga, evacuees 
share their stories of loss

More than 500 Lake County 
residents forced out by Valley fire 

staying at Napa fairgrounds

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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