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County’s top health officer resigns
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The Maria Carrillo football and soccer field is off limits to everyone because of the poor condition of the field. There are plans underway to con-
vert the field to artificial turf and upgrade the stadium.

School projects funded

OVERDUE MAINTENANCE » Planned school improvements with 
SR bond money include stadium upgrades, more classrooms

The Santa Rosa City 
school board Wednes-
day night unanimously 

approved the funding of  five 
large-scale projects across its 
campuses.

The $49 million dispersed 
as part of  two bond measures 
passed by voters in 2014 
includes the estimated cost 
of  upgrades to Maria Carrillo 
High School’s much-maligned 
stadium and a synthetic turf  
field; stadium lights at Piner 
High School, the last in the 
district without them; and 
additional classrooms for the 
Comstock Middle School/Ce-
sar Chavez Language Acade-
my campus. 

More than 100 people filled 
the auditorium and lined the 
walls of  the Santa Rosa City 
Council chambers Wednes-

day night. The majority were 
dressed in Maria Carrillo High 
School colors and held signs 
reading “Got turf ? Not us,” 
“Safe fields and equity now” 
and “Give Pumas our pride 
back.” 

“With all the green here, 
I can’t imagine what you’re 
all here to speak about. But I 
guess we’re gonna find out,” 
said Donna Jeye, board presi-
dent, joking about the number 
of  parents, students and staff 
in the audience wearing Car-
rillo colors.

Wednesday night’s approval 
was for the largest of  three 
funding allocations rolled out 
to Santa Rosa City Schools 
since voters approved Mea-
sure I and Measure L, totaling 
$229 million, for repair of  the 
district’s campuses. Officials 
say they’ve identified $1.2 bil-
lion in needed repairs.  

The board’s vote was an ap-

proval for the district to begin 
the projects’ designs, said Rick 
Edson, chief  technology and 
bond officer for the district, 

Maria Carrillo head football coach 
Jay Higgins finds samples of glass, 
rock and debris embedded in the 
dirt used to repair the athletic 
field earlier this month.
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Sonoma County’s top health offi-
cial abruptly resigned Tuesday after 
just 11 months on the job amid what 
several county officials said were his 
ongoing struggles to lead the coun-
ty’s health department, its second 

largest.
Dr. Stephan Betz resigned after 

a closed-door meeting Tuesday in 
which the Board of  Supervisors dis-
cussed his job performance for the 
third time since he took the helm 
of  the 600-employee Department of  
Health Services in October. 

His resignation, submitted after 
the performance review, came five 
days after a heavy public backlash 
over his department’s handling of  a 
popular natural food event held last 
week at the county fairgrounds.

County officials, including all five 
supervisors, insisted Wednesday 
that the timing of  Betz’s departure 
— after the controversy over county 
enforcement actions focused intense 
scrutiny on a division he oversaw — 
was merely coincidence.    

“There is absolutely no connec-
tion,” said Supervisor Efren Carril-
lo, the board chairman. “No correla-
tion between the two.”

Carrillo said of  Betz’s short tenure 
at the department, “The match just 
didn’t seem to be there.” He did not 

elaborate on the circumstances that 
led to the unexpected resignation.

Supervisor David Rabbitt said 
problems had developed with Betz’s 
leadership in the demanding job.     

“It’s been an ongoing issue trying 
to get by in the department and it has 
not been successful, so it was just 
time to move on,” Rabbitt said. “It’s 
not a single issue that he dropped the 
ball on ... Stephan could not bring 
along senior health department 

Stephan Betz leaves after 
just 11 months, officials  
cite ongoing struggles
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“I feel like I have the right program with the right kids and the right caring 
families. I just feel like I’m in the wrong district.”
DEBRA LaPRATH, Maria Carrillo girls soccer coach

Trump 
on statin, 
Clinton 
improved

With less than eight weeks 
until Election Day and pressure 
mounting for the candidates to 
give details about their health 
and medical histories, Donald 
Trump acknowledged Wednes-
day that he was overweight and 
taking a cholesterol-fighting 
drug, and Hillary Clinton elabo-
rated on the circumstances that 
led to her contracting pneumo-
nia and the medicine she was 
taking to recover.

Clinton’s doctor said that she 
“continues to improve” after 
contracting a “mild, nonconta-
gious” form of  pneumonia diag-
nosed on Friday, two days before 
she grew dizzy and was seen los-
ing her footing while leaving a 
ceremony in New York for the 
15th anniversary of  the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks.

In a letter released by the 
Clinton campaign, the physi-
cian, Dr. Lisa R. Bardack, said 
she had evaluated Clinton sever-
al times since Sunday, including 
on Wednesday.

“She is recovering well with 
antibiotics and rest,” Bardack 
said. “She continues to remain 
healthy and fit to serve as presi-
dent of  the United States.”

After Clinton left Sunday’s 
Sept. 11 ceremony early, a 
spokesman initially said only 
that she had felt overheated. But 
after video shot by an onlooker 
showed Secret Service agents 
helping a wobbly Clinton into 
a van, her campaign released a 
statement from Bardack saying 
that Clinton had pneumonia.

GOP nominee’s numbers 
show he’s obese;  
Democrat on antibiotics
By AMY CHOZICK 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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