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Train 
death 
ruled 
accident

The death of  a 29-year-old 
man struck by a SMART com-
muter train in late August was 
an accident, Rohnert Park pub-
lic safety officials said Friday 
morning.

An investigation, conducted 
by Rohnert Park public safety 
and SMART officials along with 
the Sonoma County Coroner’s 
Office, concluded Joseph De 
Frates, who was walking east 
on Golf  Course Drive, appeared 
unaware of  his proximity to the 
railroad track crossing or an 
oncoming northbound SMART 
train before he was hit and killed 
on Aug. 30 in Rohnert Park.

Nancy Kern, De Frates’ moth-
er, said investigators told her 
just before her son was hit by 
the train he bought a pair of  
noise-isolating headphones at 
the local Walmart and he was 
likely listening to music at an 
extremely high volume when 
struck. Kern, who lives in Round 
Rock, Texas, north of  Austin, 

Manafort 
makes 
plea deal, 
cooperates

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s former cam-
paign chairman Paul Manafort 
agreed Friday 
to provide testi-
mony to special 
counsel Robert 
Mueller III as 
part of  a plea 
deal that could 
answer some of  
the most crit-
ical questions 
about whether 
any Americans 
conspired with Russian efforts 
to influence the 2016 election.

The decision to cooperate 

Pedestrian wearing  
special headphones, 
didn’t hear horn blast
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Retardant drop killed firefighter

SACRAMENTO — A firefight-
er battling the Ranch fire near 
Lake Pillsbury was killed last 
month when thousands of  gal-
lons of  flame-suppressing liquid 
were dropped from an aircraft 
flying barely above the treetops 
because spotters mistakenly 
sent it on a route too close to 
the ground, according to state 
investigation findings released 

Friday.
The pilot and a supervisor fly-

ing ahead in a small guide plane 
led the giant modified Boeing 
747 nearly into the trees on Aug. 
13 because the pilots failed to 
recognize that there was a hill 
in the flight path, according to 
the Green Sheet report by the 
state’s firefighting agency.

Because of  the near 
ground-level release, the retar-
dant struck with such force it up-
rooted an 87-foot tree that fell on 

Matthew Burchett, a 42-year-old 
battalion chief  from Utah help-
ing with the Mendocino Com-
plex fire.

Another large tree was 
snapped by the force of  near-
ly 20,000 gallons of  liquid and 
three firefighters were injured, 
one seriously.

Global SuperTanker Ser-
vices LLC, which operated the 
747, said in a statement that it 

By DON THOMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TURN TO FIREFIGHTER » PAGE A6 RICK EGAN / SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 

The casket with 
fallen Utah 
firefighter  
Matthew  
Burchett is 
loaded into a 
fire engine  
after the 
funeral at the 
Maverik Center 
in West Valley 
City, Utah. 
Burchett was 
killed while 
battling the 
largest wildfire 
in California 
history.
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Rescue team members Sgt. Matt Locke, left, and Sgt. Nick Muhar from the North Carolina National Guard evacuate a family Friday as the rising 
floodwaters from Hurricane Florence threaten their home in New Bern, North Carolina.

Storm claims lives 
of mother and baby 
At least 4 dead, rescuers try to save the stranded, others evacuate

WILMINGTON, North Carolina 

Ocean water swamped streets and 
swept into buildings, while power-
ful winds sent a tree crashing into a 

home, killing a mother and her infant.
But for all its strength, Hurricane Flor-

ence was a slow-motion disaster. Deliberate 
and hulking as it moved Friday throughout 
the Carolinas, it was unhurried in its ter-
ror.

“The storm is going to continue its vio-
lent grind across our state for days,” North 
Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper said, calling it 
“an uninvited brute that doesn’t want to 
leave.”

Residents were urged to shelter in place, 
warned of  extreme flash flooding and 
swiftly rising waters. Rescue crews rushed 
to save the stranded.

Police in Wilmington said the first fatal-
ities from the storm were the mother and 
child hit by a falling tree. The father of  

By JENNY JARVIE AND  
MOLLY HENNESSY-FISKE
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Police said a mother and her infant child were killed Friday after a tree fell over their house 
during Hurricane Florence in Wilmington, North Carolina. Florence continued to thrash the  
Carolinas on Friday evening with fierce winds, driving rain and catastrophic flooding. 


