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IS claims responsibility for bomb
INSIDE
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LONDON — Alex Ojeda-Sierra, 13, was 
on the train to school with a friend when 
they heard screaming and saw passen-
gers running past.

Unknown to the boys, a bomb had ex-
ploded in another car.

“I dropped my bag and we started run-
ning,” Alex, who attends the London 
Oratory School, said from a wheelchair 
at Chelsea and Westminster Hospital, 
where he was treated for facial bruises 
and sprains when he tripped in the pan-
icky crush of  fleeing commuters.

“One man fell on me and I had my legs 
bent backwards and my right ankle got 
twisted and I started screaming that I 
had no air,” he said.

The bomb, wrapped in a plastic gro-
cery bag concealed in a bucket, explod-

LONDON UNDERGROUND » 29 
injured in subway explosion; 
fifth attack in Britain this year
By SEWELL CHAN, PATRICK KINGSLEY 
AND CEYLAN YEGINSU
NEW YORK TIMES
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Federal 
suit filed 
in Taser 
death 

The parents of  a man who died after 
being restrained and shot with a Taser 
during an encounter with Rohnert Park 

police filed a federal 
civil rights lawsuit this 
week against the city 
and two officers.

The lawsuit, filed 
in U.S. District Court 
in San Francisco by 
the parents of  Branch 
Wroth, accuses Officers 
David Sittig-Wattson 
and Sean Huot of  reck-
lessly disregarding 

Wroth’s rights when police were called 
to check his welfare. After finding a mis-
demeanor arrest warrant, the officers 
pushed him to the ground, put him in 
handcuffs and shocked him with a stun 

SoFi CEO out 
after claims  
of harassment

Mike Cagney, the co-founder and chief  
executive of  financial services startup 
SoFi, stepped down Friday amid allega-
tions that he fostered a company culture 
that enabled sexual harassment at its 
headquarters in San Francisco and satel-
lite office in Healdsburg.

Tom Hutton, the company’s executive 
chairman, will become interim CEO.

“The business is strong, stable and 
well-positioned,” Hutton said in a state-
ment. 

“For now, there is no more important 
work than paving the way for future suc-
cess by building a transparent, respectful 
and accountable culture.”

Cagney, who co-founded the company 
also known as Social Finance Inc. in 2011, 

Parents of man killed by 
Rohnert Park police claim  
his civil rights were violated
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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By TRACEY LIEN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Branch 
Wroth
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A bucket 
wrapped in 
a bag caught 
fire Friday on a 
London subway 
train sending 
commuters 
stampeding in 
panic.

$1.4M to fight crisis

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG /  THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Dr. Andrew Ashcroft, left, talks with registered nurse Germaine Krase about a patient at the Petaluma Health Center in Petaluma on 
Friday. Ashcroft has steered patients to opioid abuse services and has found them effective. 

The national opioid epidemic claimed 
a total of  45 lives through overdoses 
in 2016 in Sonoma, Lake and Men-

docino counties, a region that saw nearly 
620,000 total opioid pain prescriptions 
written last year, according to the latest 
state data.

That same year brought 1,925 over-
dose deaths, 3,935 emergency visits and 
4,095 overdose hospitalizations, the grim 
harvest of  a medical crisis health officials 
and medical providers are trying their 
best to address.

One key front in the local battle against 
opioid addiction just got an economic 
boost. Eight North Coast health centers 
were awarded nearly $1.4 million in fed-
eral grants to expand mental health and 
substance abuse services.

The funds, from the U.S. Department 
of  Health & Human Services, are part of  
$200 million distributed nationally and 
$25.6 million in California. Each of  the 

local health centers received grants of  
about $175,000 to help fund treatment, 
prevention and awareness of  opioid 
abuse.

At the Petaluma Health Center, the 
funds will be used to expand services, 
ramp up outreach to new patients and 
hire a new psychologist who can work 
more closely with primary care staff to 
identify and respond to possible opi-
oid overuse, said Jennifer MacLeamy, 
director of  behavioral health at Petaluma 
Health Center.

“We’re hoping with the additional 
funds we will attract patients who are not 
clients,” MacLeamy said.

The Petaluma Health Center operates 
its addiction recovery program out of  its 
medical office building in Rohnert Park. 
Through the program, which started a 
year and a half  ago, health center staff 
have assessed and treated about 500 pa-
tients.

The program, which offers individual 

NORTH COAST » OPIOID ADDICTION

Federal grants to boost expansion of local 
substance abuse and mental health services
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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OPIOID USE ON  
THE NORTH COAST 
The amount of prescriptions  
given to patients in 2016 varied 
in Sonoma, Mendocino and Lake 
counties. State public health 
data shows a breakdown of how 
many prescriptions were given 
for every 1,000 residents. 

848 
Prescriptions in Sonoma County 

1,149 
Prescriptions in Mendocino 
County

1,437 
Prescriptions in Lake County
Source: Opioid Overdose Surveillance 
Dashboard
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