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POLICE, MIGRANTS CLASH 
IN HUNGARY: Officers use 
batons, water cannons and 
tear gas as crowd tries to 
cross blocked border / A3

RAIDERS, 49ERS 
TURNABOUT
Lowell Cohn: Both teams’ Week 1 
performances defy predictions Sports

SR BOUTIQUE HOTEL OK’D
Go-ahead for Spinster Sisters Empire

COUNTY HOME PRICES FLAT
August median at $546,000 Business

Carly Fiorina

More in 
debate 

than just 
Trump

SIMI VALLEY — Amid the 
back-and-forth bickering over 
Donald Trump, the Republi-
can presidential contest took a 
substantive and serious turn in 
Wednesday’s prime-time debate, 
with candidates wrangling over 
immigration, gay marriage and 
foreign affairs.

The policy shift quieted 
Trump, the brash billionaire 
who has roiled the GOP field, for 
long stretches during the debate 
that stretched past three hours, 
and it appeared to come as a re-
lief  to other candidates who have 
struggled to break through.

Carly Fiorina, the only wom-
an in the GOP field, was one of  
the main benefactors, launching 
an emotional plea for defunding 
Planned Parenthood, touting 
her experience in business and 
taking aim at Trump for deroga-
tory comments he made about 
her appearance. Former Flor-
ida Gov. Jeb Bush, who came 
into the debate facing questions 
about whether he had the grit 
to take on Trump, also engaged 
directly with the real estate mo-
gul while still trying to fulfill 
his promise to run a joyful cam-
paign.

In one exchange that typified 
the broader battle within the 
Republican Party, Bush and 
Trump clashed over the influ-
ence of  big-money donors who 
have helped the former gover-
nor raise more than $100 mil-
lion. Trump, who is largely fi-
nancing his own campaign, said 
of  campaign contributors: “I un-
derstand the game, I’ve been on 
the other side my entire life, and 
they have a lot of  control over 
our politicians.”

TURN TO DEBATE, PAGE A5

By JULIE PACE 
and STEVE PEOPLES
ASSOCIATED PRESS

GOP candidates discuss 
foreign policy, immigration, 

Planned Parenthood

VALLEY FIRE

Acres: 70,200
Containment: 35%
Structures: At 
least 585 homes and 
potentially hundreds more
Deaths: 1
Injuries: 4
Firefighters: 3,100
Cause: Under 
investigation
INSIDE: Damage to 
Geysers area called 
“unprecedented,” A3; 
SR shop donates 
gown to bride who 
lost home, rallies other 
businesses to help, B1; 
more fire photos, B4
ONLINE: For video, 
photos and updates, go to  
pressdemocrat.com

Rain helps crews 
 make gains in battle

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat 

Working in Wednesday’s rain, members of a Caltrans crew cut down burned trees along Highway 175 on Cobb Mountain in Lake 
County. The trees, blackened by the Valley fire, are in danger of falling on passing vehicles and pedestrians.

Rain fell Wednesday across the 
sprawling Lake County fire zone, 
bringing more moisture than expect-
ed by fire officials who vowed that 
nature’s gift would be used against 
the five-day-old, 70,200-acre blaze.

“It’s exactly what we want,” Cal 
Fire spokesman Paul Lowenthal 
said. 

Lowenthal said the rain — almost 
half  an inch in Lakeport by 4 p.m. — 
would tamp down the fire to a creep 
Wednesday instead of  the rampage 
it had been on under sunny skies 
with a push from the wind. Contain-
ment lines, which were set around 
about one-third of  the three-county, 
105-square-mile fire, were expect-
ed to grow significantly as an army 
of  firefighters worked into the wet 
night.

“It’s important for us to do every-
thing we can today and hit hard with 
everything we have,” he said.

As firefighting efforts ramped 
up, Lake County sheriff’s officials 
launched a search, aided by cadav-
er dogs, for fire victims in areas 
scorched by the blaze that erupted 
Saturday near Cobb. No bodies were 
found. Authorities also had arrested 
four people suspected of  intending 
to loot in the fire zone.

Starting today, the weather gets 
dry and warm, with temperatures 
this weekend expected to soar back 
into the 90s, quickly drying the 
brush and grass and returning the 
advantage to the fire.

But Wednesday’s weather favored 
firefighters and fire officials redou-
bled their efforts.

For people who still don’t 
know whether their homes were 
consumed by the Valley fire, 
waiting day after day for word 
has become a painful purgatory, 
where stress and anxiety reign.

A few have been lucky enough 
to actually enter the disaster 
zone and see for themselves 
whether their homes were 
spared or destroyed. Others have 
received a text photo of  their 
houses from a neighbor or friend 
in law enforcement, a firefighter, 
a PG&E worker.

For them, the waiting is over; 

the news, good or bad, is wel-
comed.

“It’s the unknowing, the un-
knowing,” said Cobb resident 
Christine Bartholomew, who 
has received no word about her 
home.

Bartholomew, who is living 
in a tent with her family at the 
evacuation center in Calisto-
ga, fled her Cobb home on High 
Road at Reed Road, just above 
Station 62 of  the South Lake 
County Fire Protection District 
on Highway 175. She was among 
the first to arrive at the evacua-
tion center at the Napa County 
Fairgrounds.

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

Evacuee Iona Ridley, who lost her home in the Lake County community of Hobergs, talks with 
friend Jeanna Russ of Cobb at the Napa County Fairgrounds in Calistoga on Wednesday.

VALLEY FIRE

For many displaced residents, 
an agonizing wait for news

Blaze, now at 
70,200 acres, 
35% contained  

By RANDI ROSSMANN 
and GUY KOVNER

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The Safety of our employees and guests  
is our number one priority. Due to the  
Valley Fire and the potential threat to  
public safety, Twin Pine Casino & Hotel  
is temporarily closed. 

For Fire updates, evacuation notices,  
and evacuation centers please visit the 
CalFire Website: cdfdata.fire.ca.gov or  
the Facebook page of Lake County  
Emergency Services.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to  
our families, employees, guests, and 
community that are being affected by  
the Valley Fire. We want to thank the  
fire fighters, police department and  
our community volunteers.


