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Family ‘grieving for him for years’
PETALUMA » Man found
dead hit hard by tragedies,
turned to drugs on streets
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

It was outside CVS on East Washington Street in Petaluma where
Gordon Stinson last saw his youngest son.
Fifth-generation Petaluman Matthew Stinson, 23, had been homeless
for about two years in the city where

he grew up and where he still had
family and friends. He was by many
accounts a sweet, smart kid with an
affinity for cooking and a stubborn
independent streak. He was plagued
by a combination of health problems
and substance abuse that recently
had made it difficult for him to keep
jobs. He had alienated many who
loved him.
“He said he was hungry,” said
Gordon Stinson, who had pulled into
the CVS parking lot and given his
son the cash he had — $6. “He looked
exhausted.”

That was Monday, the day before
Matthew was found dead behind a
strip of businesses about a block
away. Police said he had died on a
cardboard bed with a backpack, insulin for his diabetes, methamphetamine and little else. A report on his
cause of death is pending.
He was the second Stinson boy to
lose his life on the Petaluma streets.
In 2013, his older brother, Bram
Stinson, hanged himself from the D
Street bridge. He was also 23.
Family members and several
friends said the brothers never recov-

ered after the sudden death of their
mother, Yvonne Stinson. She took
her own life in 2004 when they were
10 and 13 years old. Then, many said,
Bram Stinson’s death sent his brother into a yearslong depression and
his drug use spiraled out of control.
“It has just broken my heart, his
struggles,” said his grandmother,
Kathryn Stinson of Petaluma, about
Matthew. “We have been grieving for
him for years.”
The plain facts of his death belie the
TURN TO PETALUMA» PAGE A2
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SANTA ROSA » Training program for visually impaired seniors
in jeopardy over change in federal funding requirements

Support for blind at risk

Donald Trump

Trump
drops
‘birther’
theory
Clinton campaign calls
him ‘disgraceful,’ says
can’t just ‘erase history’
By MAGGIE HABERMAN
AND ALAN RAPPEPORT
NEW YORK TIMES
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FRIENDLY KISS: Caesar the dog nuzzles Earle Baum Center volunteer Geno Russo, who teaches music to visually impaired clients, at Earle Baum Center of the Blind in Santa
Rosa on Friday. The dog belongs to his friend, Denise Vancil, an independent living skills teacher at the facility. The training program is in jeopardy because funding losses.
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

F

or three decades, glaucoma has slowly robbed Sandra Angel of her sight,
a side effect of taking steroid medication for her asthma for years. Her peripheral vision is all but gone, and at times the
things and people directly in front of her
appear as if behind parchment paper or a
lace veil.
But other times, the world within her
field of vision is crystal clear, and the
72-year-old Santa Rosa resident marvels at
blue sky and green trees.
Her ability to see is fickle and fluctuates,
but training she has received at Santa
Rosa’s Earle Baum Center of the blind has

“Federal funds will be stopped for people like
myself, who are seniors and who aren’t able to go
anywhere else except the Earle Baum Center.”
SANDRA ANGEL, 72-year-old Santa Rosa resident who is losing her sight

helped her come to grips with her disability and face with optimism a new chapter
in her life.
“I used to be in denial about my sight,”
Angel said. “But the courses at the center
have grounded me, and I need to look at
what is happening, to look at how I can
function.”
At the center, Angel and other seniors receive training on safe travel, fall

prevention, crossing intersections and
general instruction how to adjust to the
loss of vision, including how to cook,
clean and care for themselves. They also
get training on how to use technology,
such as computers and smart devices, to
send and receive email, pay bills, access
the internet.

Donald Trump publicly retreated from his “birther” campaign Friday, tersely acknowledging that President Barack
Obama was born in the United
States and saying that he wanted to move on from the conspiracy theory that
he has been INSIDE
clinging to for Simmering
years.
tension between
Trump made Donald Trump
no
apology and TV networks
for and took enters new phase
no
questions as executives
about what had rebuff GOP
amounted to a candidate / B1
five-year-long
smear of the nation’s first black
president. Instead, he claimed,
falsely, that questions about
Obama’s citizenship were initially stirred by the Democratic presidential nominee, Hillary Clinton, in her unsuccessful primary
contest with Obama in 2008.
Still, Trump’s brief remarks,
tacked onto the end of a campaign appearance with military veterans at his new hotel in downtown Washington,
amounted to a sharp reversal
from a position he has publicly
maintained, over howls of outrage from all but the far-right
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Wells Fargo’s sales goals, ethics at odds
Warned not to create fake
accounts, workers say they
felt pushed to break rules
By MICHAEL CORKERY
AND STACY COWLEY
NEW YORK TIMES

The message to the dozens of Wells
Fargo workers gathered for a two-day
ethics workshop in San Diego in mid2014 was loud and clear: Do not create
fake bank accounts in the name of un-
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suspecting clients.
Similar warnings were being relayed from corporate headquarters in
San Francisco to regional bankers in
Texas, as senior management learned
that some Wells employees had been
trying to meet exacting sales goals
by creating sham bank accounts and
credit cards instead of making legitimate sales.
Across the vast retail bank, more
“risk professionals” were deployed in
efforts to stamp out the illegal activity.
But the bank’s efforts were not
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enough. Three years after the first
false accounts were exposed publicly and authorities began investigating, Wells, one of the nation’s largest
banks, said it was still firing employees over the questionable accounts
well into this year.
Some former employees say the explanation is simple: Wells has continued to push the sales goals that caused
employees to break the rules in the
first place. In fact, the goals at the cenTURN TO WELLS FARGO » PAGE A8

CROWD COMES OUT FOR iPHONE 7: As Apple
releases its latest smartphone, enthusiasts
flock to SR store in hopes of getting one / B8
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Khalid Taha, a former Wells Fargo personal banker
in San Diego, said he fielded customer complaints
about questionable accounts until shortly before
he left the bank this year.
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