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Kavanaugh’s accuser revealed

WASHINGTON — The woman 
who has accused Judge Brett Kava-
naugh of  sexually assaulting her 
more than 30 years ago has come 
forward, saying that during a high 
school party a drunken Kavanaugh 
pinned her on a bed, groped her and 

covered her mouth to keep her from 
screaming.

“I thought he might inadvertent-
ly kill me,” the woman, Christine 
Blasey Ford, a 51-year-old research 
psychologist at Palo Alto University 
said in an interview with the Wash-
ington Post. “He was trying to attack 
me and remove my clothing.”

Kavanaugh, President Donald 
Trump’s nominee to the Supreme 
Court, has flatly denied the accusa-
tions in statements issued through 
the White House. On Friday, as word 
of  the accusations began to circulate 

but his accuser’s identity was not 
publicly known, the White House 
released a letter from 65 women who 
said they knew Kavanaugh in high 
school and could attest to his char-
acter.

But now Ford’s decision to put 
her name behind the accusations 
— made after weeks of  reluctance 
— has quickly intensified the push 
by Democrats to delay Kavanaugh’s 
Senate confirmation vote. The Post’s 
article included an interview with 
Ford’s husband and her lawyer, Deb-
ra Katz, and described a therapist’s 

notes from 2012 in which Ford told of  
the attack.

Democrats on the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee said Kavanaugh’s 
nomination should be delayed so 
that Ford’s accusations could be in-
vestigated. However, Republicans 
on the committee planned on Sun-
day afternoon to move forward with 
a scheduled Thursday vote on the 
nomination, barring additional cor-
roboration of  Ford’s account or the 
emergence of  a new allegation.

Calls to delay confirmation 
vote grow as Palo Alto  
professor tells of assault
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Storm’s 
scope  
staggers  
south 

WILMINGTON, North Caroli-
na — North Carolina confront-
ed a spiraling statewide crisis 
Sunday as Tropical Depression 
Florence slowly ravaged the re-
gion, flooding cities, endanger-
ing communities from the coast-
line to the rugged mountains, 
and requiring well more than 
1,000 rescues.

Sunday, it seemed, was when 
the storm system that had 
stalked the South for days — 
first as a hurri-
cane, then as a 
tropical storm 
and eventual-
ly as a tropical 
depression — 
showed its full 
power with staggering scope. 
The death toll rose to at least 16 
in North and South Carolina, 
where roads were treacherous 
and even the most stately trees 
were falling.

“It’s horrible,” said Mitch Col-
vin, the mayor of  Fayetteville, 
North Carolina, in the eastern 
part of  the state, where the ris-
ing Cape Fear River was expect-
ed to swamp bridges and cut his 
city in two. “Things are deterio-
rating,” he said.

The perils stretched across 

Aspirin study results surprise scientists

Should older people in good health start 
taking aspirin to prevent heart attacks, 
strokes, dementia and cancer?

No, according to a study of  more than 
19,000 people, including whites 70 and older, 
and blacks and Hispanics 65 and older. They 
took low-dose aspirin — 100 milligrams 

— or a placebo every day for a median of   
4.7 years. Aspirin did not help them — and 
may have done harm.

Taking it did not lower their risks of  car-
diovascular disease, dementia or disabili-
ty. And it increased the risk of  significant 
bleeding in the digestive tract, brain or oth-
er sites that required transfusions or admis-
sion to the hospital.

The results were published Sunday in 
three articles in the New England Journal 
of  Medicine.

One disturbing result puzzled the re-
searchers because it had not occurred in 
previous studies: a slightly greater death 

rate among those who took aspirin, most-
ly because of  an increase in cancer deaths 
— not new cancer cases, but death from 
the disease. That finding needs more study 
before any conclusions can be drawn, the 
authors cautioned. Scientists do not know 
what to make of  it, particularly because ear-
lier studies had suggested that aspirin could 
lower the risk of  colorectal cancer.

The researchers had expected that aspi-
rin would help prevent heart attacks and 
strokes in the study participants, so the re-
sults came as a surprise — “the ugly facts 

Florence floodwaters 
inundate cities, towns 
from coast to mountains
By DAVID ZUCCHINO  
AND ALAN BLINDER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Seniors 70 and older taking daily  
low dose increased chances of 
bleeding, didn’t lower other risks

Roy Cooper,  governor of 
North Carolina 
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Petaluma Police Officer Brandon Hansen holds a Narcan nasal spray used to resuscitate opioid overdose victims. Hansen used the spray on  
Tuesday to revive a woman who had overdosed on heroin. Police departments in four Sonoma County cities have outfitted officers with the drug. 

Police add overdose 
antidote to tool belts
Petaluma woman revived; 4 departments stock naloxone in opioid fight

Fast-acting officers helped save a Peta-
luma woman’s life Tuesday when they 
gave her an opioid overdose-blocking 

medicine that’s become increasingly popu-
lar among Sonoma County police depart-
ments in recent months. 

Officers found the unresponsive wom-
an, identified as being in her 30s, inside a 
parked car on Hayes Lane, a residential 
area on the west side of  town. A friend 
called police at about 3:05 p.m. to report 
they had smoked heroin and that the wom-
an may have had too much.   

Officers arrived two minutes before the 

paramedics and found the woman wasn’t 
breathing. She started overdosing about 
eight minutes prior, police said. Not want-
ing to wait any longer, one of  the officers 
grabbed a dose of  naloxone and squeezed it 
into the woman’s nose. 

“After about 20 seconds, she started 
showing signs that she was improving,” 
Petaluma Police Lt. Brian Miller said.“This 
is the first time that we’ve administered the 
medication and they’ve survived.” 

Petaluma officers have used naloxone, 
also known by the brand name Narcan, on 
a handful of  occasions, since the depart-
ment this spring equipped each sworn em-
ployee with the medicine and trained them 
how to use it. Although before Tuesday, 

attempts to revive other people who have 
overdosed had not been successful.  

The antidote comes in the form of  a na-
sal spray and works by blocking opiates 
from attaching to receptors in the brain, 
reversing the drug’s effects.

Police departments in three other Sonoma 
County cities — Rohnert Park, Santa Rosa 
and Healdsburg — are among the growing 
group of law enforcement agencies outfit-
ting officers with the potentially life-saving 
medication in Northern California. 

All four agencies cited the rising number 
of  opioid-related deaths across the coun-
try as the reason for investing in naloxone  

By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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