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BEIRUT — The United States ac-
knowledged on Saturday that its 
warplanes had carried out an air-
strike in Syria that resulted in the 
death of  Syrian government troops. 
U.S. military officials said the pilots 
in the attack, in the eastern province 

of  Deir el-Zour, believed they were 
targeting the Islamic State group

Russia’s Defense Ministry said 
the U.S. attack had killed 62 Syri-
an troops, wounded 100 more and 
opened the way for an Islamic State 
offensive.

A statement by U.S. Central Com-
mand said the planes stopped the 
attack after a warning from Russia 
that the strikes could be hitting Syr-
ian troops.

A senior Obama administration 
official, speaking on the condition of  
anonymity because the strike was 
being investigated, said the Unit-

ed States had relayed its regrets to 
the Syrian government through the 
Russians for the “unintentional loss 
of  life of  Syrian forces” fighting the 
Islamic State group.

The episode comes at a time of  
escalating tensions in Syria. A par-
tial cease-fire that started Monday 
continues to steadily unravel after it 
was declared with much fanfare by 
the United States and Russia.

Russia, the Syrian government’s 
main ally, said it would call an emer-
gency U.N. Security Council meeting 
to discuss the strike.

The Syrian government insisted 

that the strike was not a mistake. 
Instead, the government said it was 
“a very serious and flagrant aggres-
sion” that aided the Islamic State 
group and proved its long-held asser-
tion that the United States supports 
the jihadi group as part of  an effort 
to oust President Bashar Assad.

“These attacks confirmed that the 
U.S. clearly supports the terrorism 
of  Daesh,” SAMA television, a state-
run news outlet, said, using an Ar-
abic acronym for the Islamic State 
group, also known as ISIS. The chan-

US says airstrike of Syrian troops an error
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Russia calls for meeting  
of UN Security Council  
after bombs kill 62
By ANNE BARNARD  
AND MARK MAZZETTI
NEW YORK TIMES

THE ASSAD 
PROBLEM
The leader of 
Syria may be 
seen as deplor-
able by many 
of his own 
people and the 
West, but he 
may be  better 
than who 
could emerge 
to replace him 
/ B1
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McClelland Dairy’s Jana McClelland, left and Mindful Meats CEO Claire Herminjard look over the substantial pregnant brood of Holstein and Jer-
sey cows at the dairy Thursday near Petaluma.

Protecting ‘pure’ ag

At McClelland’s Dairy west of  Petaluma 
last week, cows needed no prodding to line 
up alongside metal rails where workers at-
tached pumps to teats on the animals’ swol-
len udders. Fresh milk flowed through tubes, 
the amounts registered on digital meters.

When the session ended, a long gate like 
that on a carnival ride automatically released 
to let the cows out. Another group plodded 
in, and the milking began again.

The ritual has been repeated at the Two 

Rock Valley ranch bordering Bodega Avenue 
for 51 years. But standing outside the milk-
ing barn in a warm afternoon sun, third-gen-
eration rancher Jana McClelland expressed 
concerns for the dairy’s future from a near-
ly invisible — some would say, imagined — 
threat.

McClelland fears the dairy could lose its 
coveted certification as an organic milk pro-
ducer should pollen from a bio-engineered 
crop grown by a neighbor drift onto her 
family’s ranch. She and a number of  other 

Low-key campaign for GMO ban splits county’s community of growers
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“It’s a marketing 
ploy, and that’s fine. 

I get it. But it’s a 
marketing ploy for 
someone to get a 

niche over others.”
DAVID RABBITT, Sonoma County  

Supervisor and ban opponent. 

Measuring Occupy Wall Street’s impact

NEW YORK — For a time, Occupy Wall 
Street was everywhere with its grass-
roots encampments — first in New York 
City, then globally — and the refrain, “We 
are the 99 percent!”

And then it was gone. Its most famous 
camp in lower Manhattan was cleared out 
in an overnight police raid two months af-

ter it started, and other Occupy locations 
fizzled soon thereafter.

But five years later, demonstrators 
gathered once again in New York City’s 
Zuccotti Park on Saturday to commem-
orate the movement and what they said 
has been its lasting impact.

About two dozen attended the gather-
ing, many holding signs to demand polit-
ical and banking reform. Others chanted, 
blew whistles and carried photo cutouts 
of  political figures, including former At-
torney General Eric Holder. As the group 
recounted its time occupying the park, 
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Demonstrators in the Occupy Wall Street movement 
gather to call for the occupation of Wall Street in 
New York. 

By DEEPTI HAJELA  
AND MICHAEL BALSAMO
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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5 years later, protesters claim 
credit for Sanders campaign

Crimes 
against 
Muslims 
surge

WASHINGTON — Hate 
crimes against American Mus-
lims have soared to their high-
est levels since the aftermath 
of  the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, 
according to data compiled by 
researchers, an increase appar-
ently fueled by terrorist attacks 
in the United States and abroad 
and by divisive language on the 
campaign trail.

The trend has alarmed hate 
crime scholars and law-enforce-
ment officials, who have doc-
umented hundreds of  attacks 
— including arsons at mosques, 
assaults, shootings and threats 
of  violence — since the begin-
ning of  2015.

While the most current hate 
crime statistics from the FBI 
are not expected until Novem-
ber, new data from researchers 
at CSU San Bernardino, found 
that hate crimes against Ameri-
can Muslims were up 78 percent 
over the course of  2015. Attacks 
on those perceived as Arab rose 
even more sharply.

Police and media reports in 
recent months have indicated a 
continued flow of  attacks, often 
against victims wearing tradi-
tional Muslim garb or seen as 
Middle Eastern.

Some scholars believe that 
the violent backlash against 
American Muslims is driven 
not only by the string of  terror-
ist attacks in Europe and the 
United States that began early 
last year, but also by the politi-
cal vitriol from candidates like 
Donald Trump, who has called 
for a ban on immigration by 
Muslims and a national registry 
of  Muslims in the United States.

“We’re seeing these stereo-
types and derogative statements 
become part of  the political dis-
course,” said Brian Levin, direc-
tor of  the Center for the Study 
of  Hate and Extremism at the 
San Bernardino campus. “The 
bottom line is we’re talking 
about a significant increase in 
these types of  hate crimes.”

He said the frequency of  an-
ti-Muslim violence appeared to 
have increased immediately af-

By ERIC LICHTBLAU
NEW YORK TIMES

Scholars believe terror 
attacks, political vitriol 
from Trump to blame
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