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OAKLAND WINS 
HOME OPENER »  
Marshawn 
Lynch delights 
hometown fans 
in victory over 
NY Jets.   B1

A MESSAGE OF 
UNITY, HOPE »  
Despite unease 
across nation,  SR 
fiesta celebrants  
embrace local 
strength.   A3

Insurers faulted over opioids

At a time when the United 
States is in the grip of  an opioid 
epidemic, many insurers are 
limiting access to pain medica-
tions that carry a lower risk of  
addiction or dependence, even 

as they provide comparatively 
easy access to generic opioid 
medications.

The reason, experts say: Opi-
oid drugs are generally cheap 

while safer alternatives are of-
ten more expensive.

Drugmakers, pharmaceuti-
cal distributors, pharmacies 

and doctors have come under 
intense scrutiny in recent years, 
but the role that insurers — and 
the pharmacy benefit manag-
ers that run their drug plans — 
have played in the opioid crisis 

has received less attention. That 
may be changing, however. The 
New York state attorney gener-
al’s office sent letters last week 
to the three largest pharmacy 
benefit managers — CVS Care-
mark, Express Scripts and Op-
tumRx — asking how they were 
addressing the crisis.

ProPublica and the New York 
Times analyzed Medicare pre-
scription drug plans covering 
35.7 million people in the sec-
ond quarter of  this year. Only 
one-third of  the people covered, 

for example, had any access 
to Butrans, a painkilling skin 
patch that contains a less-risky 
opioid, buprenorphine. And ev-
ery drug plan that covered lido-
caine patches, which are not ad-
dictive but cost more than other 
generic pain drugs, required 
that patients get prior approval 
for them.

In contrast, almost every plan 
covered common opioids and 
very few required any prior ap-
proval.

The insurers have also erect-

ed more hurdles to approving 
addiction treatments than for 
the addictive substances them-
selves, the analysis found.

Alisa Erkes lives with stab-
bing pain in her abdomen that, 
for more than two years, was 
made tolerable by Butrans. But 
in January, her insurer, Unit-
edHealthcare, stopped covering 
the drug, which had cost the 
company $342 for a four-week 
supply. After unsuccessful-

Experts: Addictive drugs 
covered more readily 
because they cost far less
By KATIE THOMAS 
AND CHARLES ORNSTEIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Muralist Ricky Watts paints Sunday the exterior of a school bus that is being transformed into a mobile classroom. Members of The Schoolbox 
Project in Sebastopol will be bringing the bus to the areas in Houston affected by Hurricane Harvey.

Storm relief on wheels
Sonoma County-based Schoolbox Project to provide safe space,  
mobile classroom for children in hurricane-wrecked Houston

Weeks after Hurricane Harvey made landfall as 
a Category 4 storm and dumped a record 51.88 
inches of  rain on Houston as a tropical storm, 

much of  the city is still a disaster zone.
One Sonoma County-based nonprofit is stepping in to 

try to help the city heal.
The Schoolbox Project found a gap in relief  efforts: 

When volunteer crews traveled to neighborhoods to 
help clean or demolish houses, there wasn’t a place for 
children to go.

After a trip to Houston, founder Belle Sweeney and 
executive team members Jacqui Jorgeson and Shel-
don Rosenberg, whose 15-month-old Sebastopol-based 
project already has provided trauma-informed care in 

By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Chris Grabill, 
front, and 
Spring Max-
field take a 
measurement 
Sunday for the 
construction 
of two built-in 
desk areas 
during the 
retrofit of a 
schoolbus that 
will be taken 
to Houston to 
help children 
affected by 
Hurricane 
Harvey.
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Trump 
calls Kim 
‘Rocket 
Man’

SOMERSET, N.J. — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Sunday 
mocked the leader of  nucle-
ar-armed North Korea as “Rock-
et Man” while White House ad-
visers said the isolated nation 
would face destruction unless 
it shelves its weapons programs 
and bellicose threats.

Trump’s chief  diplomat held 
out hope the 
North would 
return to the 
b a r g a i n i n g 
table, though 
the president’s 
envoy to the 
United Nations 
said the Securi-
ty Council had 
“pretty much 
exhausted” all its options.

Kim Jong Un has pledged to 
continue the North’s programs, 
saying his country is nearing 
its goal of  “equilibrium” in 
military force with the United 
States.

North Korea will be high on 
the agenda for world leaders 
this coming week at the annu-
al meeting of  the U.N. General 
Assembly, Trump’s biggest mo-
ment on the world stage since 
his inauguration in January.

Trump is scheduled to ad-
dress the world body, which he 
has criticized as weak and in-
competent, on Tuesday.

Trump, who spent the week-
end at his New Jersey golf  club, 
tweeted that he and South Ko-
rean President Moon Jae-in 
discussed North Korea during 
their latest telephone conversa-
tion Saturday.

Asked about Trump’s descrip-
tion of  Kim, national security 

White House advisers 
still hopeful for talks 
with North Korea
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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RUSSIA 
INQUIRY
President’s 
lawyers at odds 
over how much 
the White House 
should cooperate 
with election 
probe / A6

Emmys for ‘Veep,’ ‘Handmaid’s Tale’

LOS ANGELES — The dysto-
pian vision of  “The Handmaid’s 
Tale,” the deeply cynical Wash-
ington comedy “Veep” and the 
ever-topical “Saturday Night 

Live” won top series honors 
Sunday in an Emmy Awards 
ceremony that took almost non-
stop aim at President Donald 
Trump in awards and speeches.

“Go home, get to work, we 
have a lot of  things to fight for,” 
producer Bruce Miller said in 
accepting the best drama trophy 
for “A Handmaid’s Tale,” which 
also won best drama writing and 
directing awards and a best ac-
tress trophy for Elisabeth Moss. 

A beaming Margaret Atwood, 
whose 1985 novel is the show’s 
source, was onstage.

Sterling K. Brown, whose role 
in “This Is Us” earned him the 
top drama series actor trophy, 
paid tribute to the last Afri-
can-American man to win in the 
category, Andre Braugher in 
1998 for “Homicide: Life on the 
Street.”

“Nineteen years ago, Detec-
tive Frank Pemberton held 

this joint,” Brown, holding his 
Emmy aloft and saying it was 
his “supreme honor” to follow 
Braugher. 

He was good-natured as the 
orchestra cut into his speech, 
but it seemed a glaring misstep 
on a night in which the TV acad-
emy reveled in the industry’s 
newfound diversity.

Earlier, Nicole Kidman spoke CHRIS PIZZELLO / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Elisabeth Moss accepts the Emmy 
for outstanding lead actress.

By LYNN ELBER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Antipathy for Trump
a common theme in
onstage jabs and jokes


