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Home 
prices
start to 
level off 

Buyers and sellers seem to 
think Sonoma County home 
prices finally have peaked, after 
doubling the past seven years.

Sellers are putting more 
homes on the market this year, 
thinking prices won’t get better 
anytime soon, real estate agents 
and brokers said Monday. The 
new listings have ballooned the 
inventory of  houses for sale in 
August to the most since 2011 
and meant more choices for 
wary buyers, who are increas-
ingly cautious about overpaying 
for a property. It all appears to 
indicate the county’s housing 
market is slowing.

“The word out there is we’re 
starting to go down a little bit,” 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices agent Ingrid Mathews said 
of  home prices. As a result, buy-
ers are “so skeptical.”

They bought 471 single-family 
homes in the county in August, 
a decline of  nearly 10 percent 
from a year earlier, according to 
The Press Democrat’s monthly 
housing report compiled by Pa-
cific Union International senior 
vice president Rick Laws.

Despite the double-digit 
monthly decrease in sales, on a 
year-to-date basis since January 
they have dropped only 2 per-
cent.

“The beat goes on,” said Laws, 
“but overpriced homes are not 
selling.”

Buyers are making fewer of-
fers, too, he said. 

As a result, more sellers are 
cutting prices, something rare 

Sonoma County houses 
taking longer to sell as 
buyers become cautious
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The Skunk Train Depot and old roundhouse sit adjacent to the large empty Georgia-Pacific Mill site, as seen from the Guest House Museum, in Fort 
Bragg. Below, visitors explore Glass Beach in the Noyo Headlands Park, which is next to the former mill site.

New vision for old town
FORT BRAGG » Skunk Train owners hoping to reshape, revitalize 
historic lumber community by buying, developing part of former mill site 

Plans by the owners of  Fort 
Bragg’s Skunk Train to 
buy a chunk of  coastal 

land that once was part of  
the sprawling Georgia-Pacific 
lumber mill have injected new 
energy into long-running con-
versations about the future of  
the vacant site and the econom-
ic potential it represents.

Mendocino Railway President 
Chris Hart announced earlier 
this month that his company 
was in contract to purchase 

about 70 acres at the northern-
most end of  the 419-acre mill 
site adjacent to the downtown 
train depot. He and his partners 
hope to extend the tourist rail-
road west to the headlands and 
then north along a half-mile of  
coastline.

A completed sale would give 
Hart and his partners substan-
tial control over new develop-
ment expected to reshape and 
revitalize the historic lumber 
town of  7,300 people. 

A high-end hotel, commercial 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Kavanaugh, accuser to testify 

WASHINGTON — Supreme Court 
nominee Brett Kavanaugh and the 
woman who has accused him of  sex-
ually assaulting her decades ago will 
testify publicly before the Senate 
next Monday, setting up a potential-

ly dramatic and politically perilous 
hearing that could determine the 
fate of  his nomination.

Republicans, including President 
Donald Trump and Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ken-
tucky, remained defiant as they 
scrambled to protect Kavanaugh’s 
nomination in the wake of  the al-
legation by Christine Blasey Ford, 
who told the Washington Post in an 
interview published Sunday that Ka-
vanaugh pinned her to a bed on her 
back, groped her and put his hand 
over her mouth at a house party in 

the early 1980s.
But by the end of  the day, Senate 

Republicans had delayed a commit-
tee vote planned for Thursday and 
abandoned tentative plans for the 
matter to be handled behind closed 
doors amid growing calls by mem-
bers of  both parties for Kavanaugh 
and Ford to testify publicly under 
oath, injecting uncertainty into the 
nomination.

The White House said in a state-
ment that Kavanaugh “looks for-
ward to a hearing where he can clear 
his name of  this false allegation” 

and stands poised to testify as soon 
as the Senate is ready to hear him.

Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
said that his staff had contacted Ford 
to hear her account and held a fol-
low-up call with Kavanaugh Monday 
afternoon but that Democrats had 
declined to participate.

“However, to provide ample trans-
parency, we will hold a public hear-
ing Monday to give these recent alle-
gations a full airing,” he said.

Senate panel to hold public 
hearing on sex assault 
allegations against nominee
By JOHN WAGNER, SEUNG MIN 
KIM AND FELICIA SONMEZ
WASHINGTON POST
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Brett
Kavanaugh
Supreme Court 
nominee accused 
of assault at 
house party in the 
early 1980s.

Trump: Release Russia materials

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump on Monday ordered the 
Justice Department to declassify 
significant materials from the inves-
tigation of  Russian interference in 

the 2016 election, threaten-
ing to spur a showdown with 
federal law enforcement offi-
cials resistant to publicizing 
information from an ongoing 
probe.

In a statement, the White House 
said Trump was ordering the depart-
ment to immediately declassify por-
tions of  the secret court order to mon-
itor former campaign adviser Carter 
Page, along with all interviews con-
ducted as officials applied for that au-

thority.
Trump also instructed the 

department to publicly re-
leased the unredacted text 
messages of  several former 
high-level Justice Depart-

ment and FBI officials, including for-
mer FBI director James Comey and 
deputy director Andrew McCabe.

For months, conservative lawmak-
ers have been calling on the depart-
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President Donald Trump listens to a question from a 
reporter during the President’s National Council of the 
American Worker on Monday in Washington.

Justice Department ordered 
to declassify inquiry data
BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT
WASHINGTON POST
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INSIDE
Trump imposes 
$200 billion 
in new tariffs 
on China / A6


