
PETALUMA HIGH 
TOPS SANTA ROSA
Trojans keep War Club with defeat 
of longtime rival Panthers Sports

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2015 WWW.PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

AMID LOSSES, ‘WE 
HAVE EACH OTHER’

Benefield: Middletown runners 
back in competition today Sports

INSIDE

SANTA ROSA
High 90, Low 56

THE WEATHER, B8

At Home D1
Business C8
Classified D8
Comics D14
Crossword D6
Editorial B6

Lotto A2
Movies D2
Obituaries B3
Scoreboard C7
State news B3
TV D7

©2015 The Press Democrat

UNEMPLOYMENT STILL 
FALLING: Sonoma County 
jobless rate dips in August 
to 4.3 percent; figure was  
5.6 percent a year ago / C8

‘Unprecedented’ disaster

 ■ Timeline: Key events in the Valley fire’s first 15 hours / A9
 ■ Animal agencies resolve conflict; Petaluma group back in Lake County / B1

ONLINE: For more stories, photos, videos and updates, see pressdemocrat.com

INSIDE: Middletown evacuees to be allowed back home  
today as firefighters reach 45% containment / A8

Photos by KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

The Humboldt Road area of Boggs Mountain in Cobb, seen Friday, is one of many neighborhoods where homes were reduced to gray piles of ash by the Valley fire. 

“Immediate need” was the 
call heard over and over 
on emergency radios in 

the first minutes of  the Valley fire, 
as a growing inferno rampaged 
across Cobb Mountain in Lake 
County and announced itself  as 
a whirling, roaring, wind-driven 
monster.

With no time to spare, fire-
fighters from around the region 
were on order, the first wave of  
a one-sided fight that saw flames 
race nearly uncontrolled through 
rural subdivisions and into neigh-
borhood blocks, torching near-
ly 63  square miles in the first 
12  hours and reducing hundreds 
of  homes to ash.

At least three people have 
been found dead in the remains 

— killed, it is believed, in the 
firestorm that struck one week 
ago today.

Thousands have fled their 
homes, with hundreds facing 
long-term displacement. Six peo-
ple still were missing Friday, with 
cadaver dogs searching the burn 
area for victims.

The blaze currently ranks as 
the ninth most destructive in Cali-
fornia’s history.

The survivors tell of  advancing 
flames that rushed down upon 
their neighborhoods like a tor-
nado, frantic flights past walls of  
fire and menacing clouds of  black, 
swirling smoke. 

For many, the catastrophic 
blaze boils down to one fact: From 
a few burning patches of  grass on 
the northern slope of  Cobb Moun-
tain, it took just 12 hours for wind-

Lake County sheriff’s officials work to evacuate Butts Canyon Road 
in Middletown during the initial hours of the Valley fire Sept. 12.

VALLEY FIRE

One week into Valley fire battle, officials 
and locals recall its rapid, terrifying spread

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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1:24 P.M. 
Official time in dispatch 
records for initial response 
to Valley fire.

1:50 P.M. 
Fire grows to 50 acres. 
Short time later, Boggs 
Mountain Helitack 
Crew 104 is overrun;  
4 firefighters burned.

5:51 P.M. 
Airborne observers estimate 
size at 10,000 acres. 

9-10 P.M. 
Fire reaches Middletown, 
engulfs hundreds of homes, 
damages high school.

1:30 A.M. 
Fire size estimated at 
40,000 acres.

US, Russian military 
chiefs speak on Syria

WASHINGTON — American 
and Russian military chiefs be-
gan talks Friday over Moscow’s 
buildup in Syria, signaling 
the U.S. is resigned to Russia’s 

emerging plans but anxious 
to avoid dangerous misunder-
standings on the battlefield.

A 50-minute phone call be-
tween U.S. Defense Secretary 
Ash Carter and Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu marked 
the first military-to-military 
conversation between the two 
countries in more than a year. 
And it came as Russia continued 
to send aircraft, troops and mil-
itary equipment into Syria and 
the U.S.-led coalition kept up 

TURN TO TALK, PAGE A7

Phone call focused on  
avoiding conflict between 
nations’ anti-IS campaigns

By KEN DILANIAN 
and LOLITA C. BALDOR

ASSOCIATED PRESS

John Kerry 
Secretary of state

Ash Carter 
Secretary  
of defense

VW ordered to recall 
half-million cars  

over smog cheating

Volkswagen called them “clean diesels,” brand-
ing them as the fun-to-drive alternatives to hy-
brids as it dominated the U.S. market for the en-
gine technology.

It turns out the increasingly environmentally 
conscious buyers of  the sporty German cars have 
been unwittingly pumping smog into the air be-
cause of  software VW installed to cheat on U.S. 
emissions tests.

The world’s largest automaker has admitted 
selling 482,000 such diesels since 2009, California 

By JERRY HIRSCH
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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The Safety of our employees and guests  
is our number one priority. Due to the  
Valley Fire and the potential threat to  
public safety, Twin Pine Casino & Hotel  
is temporarily closed. 

For Fire updates, evacuation notices,  
and evacuation centers please visit the 
CalFire Website: cdfdata.fire.ca.gov or  
the Facebook page of Lake County  
Emergency Services.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to  
our families, employees, guests, and 
community that are being affected by  
the Valley Fire. We want to thank the  
fire fighters, police department and  
our community volunteers.


