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NEW YORK — Mysterious 
bombings in New York and New 
Jersey, coupled with a grisly 
stabbing in a Minnesota mall, 
left officials across the country 
scrambling Sunday to deter-
mine who was responsible for 

the three apparently separate 
incidents, which all took place 
in one day and sowed fears of  
terrorism.

Officials said they could iden-
tify no definitive links between 
the disturbances — a bomb-
ing that hurt 29 in Manhattan, 
an explosion along the route 
of  a scheduled race in Seaside 
Park, New Jersey, and the stab-
bings that wounded nine in a St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, mall.

But each incident in its own 
right raised the possibility of  
terrorist connections, prompt-

ing federal and local law enforce-
ment to pour major resources 
into determining exactly what 
happened and why.

A news agency linked to the 
Islamic State claimed Sunday 
that the suspect in Minneso-
ta, who was fatally shot by an 
off-duty police officer, was “a 
soldier” of  the militant group, 
though there was no confirma-
tion of  what connection the man 
may have had.

A claim of  responsibility is no 

Incidents raise US terror fears 
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Tatiana Zhizhimontova, left, and her husband, Vladimir Zhizhimontov, take a free English conversation class at the Sonoma County Library in 
Santa Rosa on Saturday. The library is celebrating its 30th year of providing free adult literacy classes.

Word by word, a new life

SONOMA COUNTY LIBRARY » Adult Literacy program turns 30 Public 
works 
boom 
predicted

OAKLAND — The docks at 
the Port of  Oakland are a tangle 
of  cranes, shipping containers, 
railroad tracks and snaking 
lines of  trucks waiting to load 
and unload cargo.

Reducing this kind of  traffic 
is one of  the few ideas Donald 
Trump and Hillary Clinton 
agree on.

Clinton has said that if  she 
is elected president, her admin-
istration would seek to spend 
$250  billion over five years on 
repairing and improving the 
nation’s infrastructure — not 
just ports but roads, bridges, 
energy systems and high-speed 
broadband — and would put an 
additional $25 billion toward a 
national infrastructure bank 
to spur related business invest-
ments. 

Trump said he wanted to go 
even bigger, saying his admin-
istration would spend at least 
twice as much as Clinton.

Trump, taking a page from 
liberal economists, said he 
would fund his plan by borrow-
ing several hundred billion dol-
lars, but has offered no specifics. 
Clinton’s more detailed propos-
al, by contrast, would be paid 
for by a business tax overhaul 
aimed at collecting additional 
revenue from companies that 
have parked assets abroad.

These are only plans, of  
course. Either would have to get 
through Congress and the inev-
itable acrimony over any pro-
posal to raise taxes or add to the 
national debt.

Still, the candidates’ agree-
ment, combined with growing 
accord among economists that 

Jeffrey George was 7 and a 
middle child among 11 siblings 
when his mother abandoned 
their family in their home city 
Port of  Spain, capital of  the 
island nation of  Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

His father was imprisoned 
two years later. When he was 
12, with only his grandmother 
and older siblings left for sup-
port, he dropped out of  school 

and “hustled,” catching fish, 
running a fruit stand and danc-
ing on the streets for change. 

He left his English- and Cre-
ole-speaking country at 18 and 
worked as a musician, travel-
ing around the world. But he 
couldn’t read or write. 

In restaurants, he’d wait 
for friends to order and fol-
low their lead, unable to make 
sense of  the words on a menu. 
When asking for directions, he 
would use landmarks and busi-
nesses to navigate instead of  

street signs. 
“I was ashamed,” he said.
For 30 years, a popular pro-

gram run through the Sono-
ma County Library has been 
working to bridge the literacy 
gap for adults who have strug-
gled to get by without a basic 
knowledge of  how to read and 
write English. George entered 
the program two years ago.

In a world evermore reliant 
on instant communication over 

The Senate’s odd couple: Boxer, Inhofe

WASHINGTON — The oddest of  
Senate odd couples — California Dem-
ocrat Barbara Boxer and Oklahoma 
Republican Jim Inhofe — have accom-
plished something highly unusual in 
this bitter election year: significant, 
bipartisan legislation on the environ-

ment that has become law.
Boxer, a staunch liberal, calls cli-

mate change the “greatest challenge 
to hit the planet,” battles against off-
shore drilling, rails about the dangers 
of  nuclear power and has pushed to 
restrict greenhouse gas emissions 
that contribute to global warming.

Inhofe proudly calls himself  an un-
abashed conservative who dismisses 

global warming as a hoax and fa-
mously tossed a snowball on the Sen-
ate floor to prove his point. “It’s very, 
very cold out,” he said last February 
as he lobbed the ball toward the Sen-
ate president, an incident that makes 
Boxer cringe.

Yet somehow, the two have man-
aged to become friends and political 
partners, working closely together to 
find common ground and frequently 
gushing about the other. Earlier this EVAN VUCCI / ASSOCIATED PRESS, 2015

Committee Chairman Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., Sen. 
Barbara Boxer, D-Calif. on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Were two bombings and 
stabbing organized
terror or isolated acts? 
By MATT ZAPOTOSKY  
AND PHILIP BUMP
THE WASHINGTON POST
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Trump and Clinton push 
ambitious plans to fix
US infrastructure
By CONOR DOUGHERTY
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Crime scene 
investigators 
work Sunday 
at the scene of 
the previous 
night’s explo-
sion in Manhat-
tan’s Chelsea 
neighborhood 
in New York.
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Despite differences, they cite mutual affection and clear 
focus on issues for their ability to get bipartisan bills passed

UPCOMING EVENTS
 ■ 30th anniversary celebration 

Date: 5 p.m., Sept. 24 
Location: central library in Santa 
Rosa

 ■Volunteer orientation 
Dates: 6 to 8 p.m., Oct. 5; 10 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Oct. 8 at the central 
library 
Info: Sign up tutor coordinator, 
Melissa Trunick, 707-545-0831, 
ext. 1579 or email literacy@ 
sonoma.lib.ca.us.
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