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WASHINGTON — Paul Manafort 
was in bed early one morning in July 
when federal agents bearing a search 
warrant picked the lock on his front 
door and raided his Virginia home. 
They took binders stuffed with docu-

ments and copied his computer files, 
looking for evidence that Manafort, 
President Donald Trump’s former 
campaign chairman, set up secret 
offshore bank accounts. They even 
photographed the expensive suits in 
his closet.

The special counsel, Robert Muel-
ler, then followed the house search 
with a warning: His prosecutors told 
Manafort they planned to indict him, 
said two people close to the investi-
gation.

The moves against Manafort are 
just a glimpse of  the aggressive tac-

tics used by Mueller and his team 
of  prosecutors in the four months 
since taking over the Justice Depart-
ment’s investigation into Russia’s at-
tempts to disrupt last year’s election, 
according to lawyers, witnesses and 
U.S. officials who have described the 
approach. 

Dispensing with the plodding pace 
typical of  many white-collar inves-
tigations, Mueller’s team has used 
what some describe as shock-and-
awe tactics to intimidate witnesses 
and potential targets of  the inquiry.

Mueller has obtained a flurry of  

subpoenas to compel witnesses to 
testify before a grand jury, lawyers 
and witnesses say, sometimes be-
fore his prosecutors have taken the 
customary first step of  interviewing 
them. 

One witness was called before 
the grand jury less than a month 
after his name surfaced in news ac-
counts. The special counsel even 
took the unusual step of  obtaining a 
subpoena for one of  Manafort’s for-
mer lawyers, claiming an exception 

Far-reaching, forceful Russia inquiry
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Mueller, his team using 
aggressive tactics to gather 
information from witnesses
By SHARON LAFRANIERE, MATT 
APUZZO AND ADAM GOLDMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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involvement in 
U.S. election

SR chief 
seeking 
input on 
drones

Unmanned drones with 
high-definition cameras could 
take flight in Sonoma County 
skies next year to help law en-
forcement track suspects and 
assist in search-and-rescue op-
erations for both the Sheriff’s 
Office and the Santa Rosa Police 
Department.

But drones won’t get off the 
ground at either agency until 
specific policies and procedures 
are outlined, and residents have 
a chance to weigh in.

“Departments that have 
created drone programs in se-
cret haven’t fared well,” said 
Santa Rosa Police Capt. Craig 
Schwartz, referencing contro-
versial aerial surveillance in 
Seattle and San Jose. “(Drones) 
stir up a lot of  feeling in the pub-
lic. There are privacy concerns 
and concerns about the mili-
tarization of  police.” 

Schwartz has reached out 
to City Council members and 
community groups to pitch the 
drone program and to get feed-
back.

The Sheriff’s Office already 
has two drones, purchased in 
2016 for $3,793, but has not used 
them in active law enforcement 
operations, said Sgt. Spencer 
Crum, spokesman for the Sher-
iff’s Office. One drone is intend-
ed for the search-and-rescue 
team and the other for the spe-
cial operations unit.

“We are in the early stages of  
developing a drone program to 
include policy and procedure 
and community feedback,” 
Crum said by email.

Both Crum and Schwartz note 
that law enforcement would use 
the same drones available to the 

Both city, county law 
enforcement looking at 
possible use of devices

By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Coldwell Banker real estate agent Jeremy King, right, is helping homeowner Marsha Walters sell her cottage in west Petaluma, where sales have 
increased 22 percent this year.

Petaluma’s hot market
“For years it was up and coming, up and coming. We’ve arrived.”
JEREMY KING, real estate agent about downtown Petaluma

When potential home 
buyers ask Jeremy King 
about Petaluma, he ad-

vises them to visit the downtown 
on a Friday or Saturday evening.

“For years it was up and 
coming, up and coming,” King, 
a real estate agent with Coldwell 
Banker, said of  his hometown. But 
with its expansive theater district 
and trendy gathering spots like 
Brewster’s Beer Garden and The 
Block food truck venue, Petaluma 
is past that stage, he said. “We’ve 
arrived.”

The downtown’s attractiveness 
is regularly cited as a factor in 
the sizable jump in home sales in 
nearby neighborhoods this year. 
Home purchases in west Petaluma 
have increased 22 percent through 
the first eight months of  2017 com-
pared to a year earlier, according 
to The Press Democrat’s monthly 
housing report, compiled by Pacif-
ic Union International senior vice 
president Rick Laws.

“That’s a hot market right 
there,” said Laws, and one that 
“obviously stands out” from the 
rest of  Sonoma County.

Areas near downtown see big jump in home sales, unlike rest of county
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The  two bedroom, one bathroom cottage on Dana Street in 
west Petaluma is listed at $672,000.

New health-care bill reflects high stakes for GOP

A final GOP effort to dis-
mantle the Affordable Care Act 
burst into view this week in the 
Senate, where leaders began 
pressuring rank-and-file Repub-
licans with the hope of  voting 
on the package by the end of  the 
month.

The renewed push comes 

nearly two months after the 
last effort to overhaul the law 
known as Obamacare failed in 
a dramatic, early-morning vote, 
dealing a substantial defeat to 
President Donald Trump and 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Kentucky, and 
prompting many to assume the 
effort was dead.

The latest proposal would 
give states control over billions 
in federal health-care spending, 

repeal its key mandates and en-
act deep cuts to Medicaid, the 
federally funded insurance pro-
gram for the poor, elderly and 
disabled. It would slash health-
care spending more deeply and 
likely cover fewer people than 
the July bill that failed because 
of  concerns over those details.

The appearance of  a new 
measure reflected just how 
damaging Republicans viewed 
their inability to make good on 

a key campaign promise of  the 
past seven years — to “repeal 
and replace” former President 
Barack Obama’s signature do-
mestic policy achievement.

But trying again brings its 
own perils. It remains far from 
certain that McConnell can 
marshal the 50 votes he needs 
to pass the measure. Already 
under fire from Trump for fall-
ing short in the earlier effort, 
McConnell’s standing with the 

president and other Republi-
cans could suffer even more if  
he fails again.

Even Republicans who sup-
port the bill, including chief  
sponsors Bill Cassidy, R-Louisi-
ana, Lindsey Graham, R-South 
Carolina, Dean Heller, R-Neva-
da, and Ron Johnson, R-Wis-
consin, acknowledged the un-
certainty of  the moment. And 

By SEAN SULLIVAN 
AND KELSEY SNELL
WASHINGTON POST

TURN TO GOP » PAGE A2


