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TRADE QUANDARY: 
China unsure how to 
react after latest wave 
of US tariffs, economic 
experts say / B8

INSIDE

BEIJING — South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in met 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un during a summit Tuesday, 
hoping to salvage the stalled 
U.S.-North Korea denucleariza-
tion talks and to pave the way 

for a second summit meeting be-
tween Kim and President Don-
ald Trump.

Kim told Moon he wanted the 
two leaders to achieve a big out-
come in their meetings Tuesday 
and today.

The optics around the sum-
mit were designed to impress: 
Moon watched an honor guard 
of  goose-stepping soldiers; he 
bowed low to North Korean cit-
izens and shook their hands, 
and the two leaders stood side-
by-side in an open-topped black 

Mercedes limousine, as people 
lined the roads in a carefully 
orchestrated display, waving 
flags and flowers, cheering and 

chanting for unification.
The two leaders beamed as 

Kim welcomed Moon with a 
warm cheek-to-cheek hug at 
the airport before the leaders’ 
parade through Pyongyang 
streets. Kim and Moon had 
lunch at Paekhwawon State 
Guesthouse before holding 
talks for two hours Tuesday at 
the headquarters of  the Korean 
Workers’ Party. Further talks 
are due later today.

Korean leaders meet, launch key talks
US planning second 
summit between Trump, 
North Korean leader
By ROBYN DIXON
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Accuser requests FBI probe
INSIDE

 ■ Senate 
candidate 
criticizes 
Feinstein’s 
handling of 
allegations / A6

 ■ Trump legal 
team’s biggest 
hurdle: operating 
in the dark / B1

WASHINGTON — The woman 
who has accused Brett Kavanaugh 
of  sexual assault decades ago wants 
the FBI to investigate her allega-

tion before she testifies before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee — a 
demand that came as President Don-
ald Trump and Senate Republicans 
increasingly rallied to the defense of  
the embattled Supreme Court nom-
inee.

“A full investigation by law en-
forcement officials will ensure that 
the crucial facts and witnesses in 
this matter are assessed in a non-
partisan manner, and that the com-
mittee is fully informed before con-

ducting any hearing or making any 
decisions,” lawyers for the woman, 
Christine Blasey Ford, said in a let-
ter to the panel late Tuesday.

The committee had invited Kava-
naugh and Ford to testify at a public 
hearing Monday, but Ford’s response 
raises questions about whether the 
GOP will proceed with the session 
and ultimately press ahead with a 
vote on Kavanaugh, who was nom-
inated in July to replace the retired 
Justice Anthony Kennedy. The two-

page letter does not explicitly say 
she will not attend if  there is no FBI 
probe.

Many Republican officials 
maintained Tuesday that such a 
hearing would be Kavanaugh’s 
best chance at preserving his 
nomination to the high court, since 
it would give the judge — who seems 
determined to fight the allegation 
— an opportunity to respond to the 

SUPREME COURT » Ford’s 
statement calls hearing with 
Kavanaugh into question
By JOHN WAGNER, SEUNG MIN 
KIM AND ROBERT COSTA
WASHINGTON POST
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NEW COURTHOUSE

Board 
OKs 
bridge, 
tunnel

Sonoma County supervisors 
Tuesday approved a $9 million 
contract for a Novato-based con-
struction firm to begin work on 
a tunnel, bridge and elevator 
tower through which inmates 
will be escorted between the jail 
and a long-awaited new court-
house in Santa Rosa after it’s 
built and opened in four years.

Workers will break ground on 
the tunnel portion of  the proj-
ect next month in what will be 
the first tangible sign Sonoma 
County may get a new Hall of  
Justice, a stalled project restart-
ed earlier this year when Gov. 
Jerry Brown secured state fund-
ing to replace the state’s most 
outdated and seismically dan-
gerous courthouses. 

Construction on Sonoma 
County’s $175 million six- 
story courthouse is scheduled 
to begin sometime next year on 
a 6.8-acre site next to the cur-
rent 52-year-old facility. Sonoma 
County Superior Court’s presid-
ing judge, Gary Nadler, said he 
expects the building to open its 
doors by July or August 2022.

“We are in a good funding sit-
uation now,” Nadler said. “It’s 
backed by state resources, and 
we are full speed ahead here 
at the courts working on this 
courthouse.”

While the cost of  building a 
courthouse will be paid by the 
state, Sonoma County is on the 
hook for building a way for in-
mates to securely travel between 
the jail and new courthouse. 
Supervisors David Rabbitt, Su-
san Gorin and Lynda Hopkins 
expressed concerns about the 

Sonoma County to 
spend $9 million on 
project to move inmates
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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During a hearing Tuesday on seismic testing for Wikiup residents who lost their homes in the Tubbs fire, Kim Davis fights back tears as she is  
comforted by friend and neighbor Lori Barber, while Michael Fargo congratulates neighbor Jennifer Honey.

Seismic study dropped

Supervisors allow residents to rebuild without costly geologic survey

SONOMA COUNTY » VICTORY FOR SURVIVORS

More than five months after a roar-
ing October wildfire destroyed Al 
Stoll’s Wikiup home, he received a 

letter from Sonoma County that ground his 
rebuilding efforts to a halt.

The mid-March letter informed Stoll and 
his domestic partner, Jennifer Honey, they 
needed to complete a costly geologic study 
because their property is located near an 
active earthquake fault.

And they weren’t alone. The owners 
of  about 55 other homes destroyed in the 
October fires faced the same requirement 
due to their proximity to the Rodgers Creek 
fault, which runs from San Pablo Bay to 
the northern outskirts of  Santa Rosa. The 
geologic studies cost about $15,000 each, 
according to the county, though some fire 
survivors say they were quoted figures 
several times higher.

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Al Stoll and his domestic partner, Jennifer Honey, look over the site of their home Tuesday in 
Wikiup, which was destroyed during the Tubbs fire last October.


