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A Petaluma teen and her mother were 
sentenced Monday to 30 days in jail for 
their roles in a much-publicized resisting 
arrest case in which they accused a Sono-
ma County sheriff’s deputy of  using exces-
sive force but were later convicted of  fail-
ing to cooperate with him, in part because 
he is black.

Gabbi Lemos, 19, and Michelle Lemos, 48, 
were handcuffed in front of  a packed court-
room audience including more than a doz-
en uniformed depu-
ties and ordered by 
Judge Gary Medvi-
gy to begin serving 
their sentences im-
mediately. Under 
state sentencing 
law, they could be 
eligible for release 
in two weeks.

The punishment was handed down after 
an emotional hearing in which the deputy, 
Marcus Holton, called for the maximum, 
one-year sentence. 

In a halting speech he read at the sen-
tencing hearing, Holton expressed outrage 
the women turned on him when he stopped 
at their Liberty Road house in June 2015 to 
investigate a domestic disturbance. And 
the 21-year veteran spoke of  his relief  to 
have been wearing one of  the department’s 
new body cameras to document what actu-
ally happened.

The video captured the women shout-
ing at Holton and wagging their fingers at 
him as he tried to question a sister who 
was drunk. Also, the women were record-
ed using racial slurs during jail phone calls 
to each other. Both were played for jurors, 
who returned guilty verdicts last month for 
each woman.

“I will tell you, Gabrielle Lemos, you de-
layed and resisted me throughout this inci-
dent,” Holton, 44, said, choking back tears. 
“I come to find out it was because of  the 
color of  my skin.”

Holton said the headline-grabbing alle-
gations of  police brutality took a personal 
toll. His mother died before he could be vin-
dicated. And publicity from the case pre-
vented him from participating in a daugh-

Gabbi Lemos, 19, and her mother, Michelle Lemos, 48, are escorted to jail Monday by Sonoma 
County Sheriff bailiffs in Sonoma County Superior Court.

‘Time out’ for Lemoses 
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO SENTENCE » PAGE A2

PETALUMA » TEEN, MOM SENTENCED FOR RESISTING ARREST

Tearful deputy says pair used 
racial slurs and assaulted him 
during domestic disturbance call

Sonoma County 
Superior Court 

judge Gary 
Medvigy talks 
with Michelle 
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Gabbi Lemos 

on Monday 
before the 

mother and 
daughter were  
remanded into 

custody. 
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Syria aid convoy attacked as truce ends

BEIRUT — A humanitarian aid con-
voy was attacked in Syria on Monday 
after the Syrian military declared 
that a seven-day partial cease-fire was 
over and immediately began intensive 

bombardments in rebel-held areas of  
Aleppo, the divided city that has come 
to symbolize the ravages of  the war.

The convoy attack, military declara-
tion and bombings were the strongest 
signs yet of  the gradual unraveling of  
a broader agreement between Russia 
and the United States aimed at restart-
ing peace talks to end the conflict in 
Syria, which has killed an estimated 
500,000 people and displaced millions.

Minutes after the Syrian military 
declared the cease-fire over around 
sunset, aerial attacks began pum-

meling insurgent-occupied neighbor-
hoods of  Aleppo, residents reported. 
The few remaining hospitals were 
back to overflowing, and rescuers 
struggled to find people in the dark, 
with the electricity out. By midnight, 
34 people were reported killed.

United Nations officials were dumb-
founded by the attack on the convoy 
of  31 trucks, which was escorted by 
the Syrian Arab Red Crescent and 
was carrying food, medicine and sup-
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Damaged buildings and rubble line a street Monday 
in Homs, Syria. Syria’s military command has declared 
the U.S-Russian brokered cease-fire over.

By ANNE BARNARD  
AND MICHAEL R. GORDON
NEW YORK TIMES
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Food, medicine for Aleppo 
residents destroyed; UN says 
‘many killed and injured’ 

Police 
push 
back on 
Prop. 57 

A proposal before voters this 
November to make the state’s 
less-violent prisoners eligible 
for release sooner has widened 
the gulf  between law enforce-
ment and advocates of  reducing 
prison overcrowding. 

Proposition 57, developed 
by Gov. Jerry 
Brown, would 
allow inmates 
to earn credits 
for completing 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
and rehabilita-
tion programs. 
It would also 
allow judges 
— not pros-
ecutors — to 

decide whether to try certain 
minors as adults.

The measure is seen as a 
third step toward complying 
with a federal court order to 
reduce the state prison popula-
tion, which now stands at about 
128,000 inmates. Two previous 
measures, Proposition 47 in 
2014, which reduced some fel-
onies to misdemeanors, and a 
statewide prison realignment 
shifting inmates from prison to 
county jails in 2011 led to a drop 
in state prison rolls of  tens of  
thousands of  people.

Now, Brown is hoping vot-
ers will back the latest effort, 
which he said will free prison 
space for the most violent of-
fenders while saving the state 
tens of  millions of  dollars. An 
estimated 7,000 inmates would 
be immediately eligible for con-
sideration, officials said.

“I think it’s a positive step 

At issue: Are formerly 
violent felons safe  
for early release?

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Gov. Jerry 
Brown

Bombing suspect caught after shootout 

The man who police said 
sowed terror across two states, 
setting off bombs in Manhattan 
and on the Jersey Shore and set-
ting off a furious manhunt, was 
tracked down Monday morning 
sleeping in the dank doorway of  

a neighborhood bar and taken 
into custody after being wound-
ed in a gunbattle with officers.

The frenzied end came on a 
rain-soaked street in Linden, 
New Jersey, four hours after the 
police issued an unprecedented 
cellphone alert to millions of  
people in the area telling them 
to be on the lookout for Ahmad 
Khan Rahami, 28, who was de-
scribed as “armed and danger-
ous.”

Even as the remarkably swift 
arrest eased fears across the re-
gion, investigators were still in 

the earliest stages of  trying to 
determine what provoked the 
attacks, why a street in Chel-
sea was one of  the targets and 
whether the bomber was aided 
by others. While investigators 
have been focused on Rahami’s 
actions immediately before and 
after the bombings, they were 
also working Monday to trace 
his activities and travel in re-
cent months and years.

One law enforcement official 
said the bomb technicians in-

Fingerprints, video IDed 
him, tipster spotted him, 
officers subdued him
By MARC SANTORA AND  
WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM
NEW YORK TIMES
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Ahmad Khan 
Rahami is tak-

en into custody 
Monday after a 

shootout with 
police in Lin-

den, N.J. Raha-
mi was wanted 
for questioning 
in bombings in 
New York and 

New Jersey.


