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County 
backs 
review 
agency

The Sonoma County Board 
of  Supervisors largely agreed 
Tuesday with how the county’s 
independent law enforcement 
watchdog has approached its 
role over the 
past year and a 
half, even amid 
some linger-
ing critiques 
that surfaced 
following the 
release last 
month of  the 
agency’s first 
annual report. 

While the 
board signaled 
support for 
Jerry Threet, 
who runs the 
nascent agen-
cy set up to re-
view the Sher-
iff’s Office, two 
s u p e r v i s o r s, 
Shirlee Zane 
and David Rab-
bitt, repeated 
their calls for 
the watchdog to 
keep its top fo-
cus on one of  its roles — audits 
of  internal sheriff’s department 
investigations.   

“The audits continue to be 
the highest priority, and I think 
are going to be the most helpful 
in terms of  the Sheriff’s Office 
as well,” Zane, the board chair-
woman, told Threet during his 
appearance.

Going into Tuesday’s dis-
cussion Zane and Rabbitt had 

Pressing pause on tasting rooms?

Sonoma, a city defined by wine and 
a birthplace of  the California wine in-
dustry, is looking at putting the cork 
back into the bottle — at least when 
it comes to ever proliferating tasting 
rooms.

With an eye toward achieving more 
retail balance around the historic pla-
za, the Sonoma City Council is lean-
ing toward imposing a moratorium on 
new tasting rooms until it can deter-
mine what, if  any, measures are need-
ed to better regulate them.

The move to get a better handle on 
tasting rooms and possibly limit their 
spread follows a burst in the number 
of  new tasting facilities encircling 
the showcase plaza — growing from 
13  five years ago to 23 today. Their 

proliferation has contributed to esca-
lating rents for commercial spaces, 
making it difficult for other retailers 
to locate there, according to city plan-
ners. And it has raised concerns that 
the city is relying too much on tour-
ism and wine tasting.

The debate over tasting rooms also 
has sharpened in other favorite Wine 
Country destinations such as Healds-
burg, which has 34 tasting rooms, sim- PRESS DEMOCRAT, 2011

A Hawkes tasting room employee talks about the 
wines at the Hawkes Sonoma Square tasting room.
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A man walks out of the door frame of a building that collapsed Tuesday after an earthquake in the Condesa neighborhood of Mexico City. Rescue 
workers and residents dug through the rubble of collapsed buildings seeking survivors following a 7.1 magnitude quake. 

Earthquake kills scores
MEXICO » Less than 2 weeks after country’s most powerful 
quake in a century, another strikes, leaving devastation 

MEXICO CITY

A powerful earthquake struck Mexi-
co on Tuesday afternoon, toppling 
buildings, killing children in a 

school that collapsed, rattling the capital 
and sending people flooding into the streets 
for the second time in just two weeks.

By night, nearly 150 people had been 
reported killed across the country, includ-
ing at least 21 pupils in the fallen school in 
Mexico City and scores in the state of  Mo-
relos, close to the epicenter of  the quake.

But the figure was expected to climb, es-

pecially because rescuers were still franti-
cally digging out people trapped beneath 
mounds of  rubble, including the students 
buried beneath their school, volunteers at 
the scene said Tuesday night.

The earthquake hit shortly after 1 p.m. 
about 100 miles from Mexico City. It reg-
istered a preliminary magnitude of  7.1, 
causing heavy and prolonged shaking in 
the capital.

More than 40 buildings and other struc-
tures in Mexico City collapsed, including 
at least two schools, officials said, crush-
ing cars and trapping some people inside. 
Emergency workers and ordinary citizens 
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A woman in Mexico City tries to call people 
after Tuesday’s earthquake.

Trump talks tough at UN
INSIDE
Former Trump 
lawyer to testify 
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Russia probe / A9

UNITED NATIONS — Presi-
dent Donald Trump brought the 
same confrontational style of  
leadership he has used at home 
to the world’s most prominent 
stage Tuesday as he vowed to 
“totally destroy North Korea” if  

it threatened the United States 
and denounced the nuclear 
agreement with Iran as “an em-
barrassment” that he may aban-
don.

In his first address to the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly, 
Trump framed the conflicts as a 
test of  the international system. 
The bombastic flourishes that 
generate approving roars at po-
litical events were met by stony 
silence, interrupted a few times 
by a smattering of  applause, as 
Trump promised to “crush los-
er terrorists,” mocked North 

Korea’s leader as “Rocket Man” 
and declared that parts of  the 
world “are going to hell.”

The president’s tone carried 
real-world implications for the 
future of  the United Nations 
and the escalating confronta-
tions with international outli-
ers. In the space of  42 minutes, 
he upended decades of  rhetori-
cal support by the United States 
for the collective philosophy of  
the United Nations as he defend-
ed his America First policy. He 

President vows to  
‘destroy North Korea’ 
if it threatens US
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Donald Trump 
addresses the 
United Nations 
General 
Assembly on 
Tuesday at U.N. 
headquarters 
in New York.RICHARD DREW / ASSOCIATED PRESS


