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NORTH KOREA’S NEW PLEDGES FALL SHORT: 
Leader Kim says nation will take steps toward 
denuclearization, but makes no promises / B1
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A’S KEEP UP PUSH FOR WILD CARD SPOT »  
Oakland shuts out Angels in 10-0 win, 
stays just behind Yankees in AL West. C1

GIANT RANCH FIRE FULLY CONTAINED »  
Forest Service officials declare success 
with blaze as red-flag warning issued.  A3

HELPING OUT ON 
DAY OF CARING »  
300 SR, county 
employees join 
cleanup effort as 
way to give back 
to community.  A3

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Leo Lopez throws freshly picked chardonnay grapes into a bin for Rodney Strong Vineyards on Wednesday in Healdsburg. Sonoma County 
growers have picked about a fifth of their grapes, which will mostly be used to make sparkling wine and rosé, after nearly a month into picking.

Slow, steady harvest
NORTH COAST » Aided by cooler weather, elated grape growers expect 
slightly above average yield as picking may stretch into November

After nearly a month of  picking, the 
2018 North Coast grape harvest 
remains slow but steady because 

of  cooler summer temperatures than past 
years, likely resulting in a crop that will 
not be wrapped up until the first week of  
November. 

Overall, Sonoma County growers have 
picked 15 to 20 percent of  their grapes, 
mostly fruit to make sparkling wine and 
rosé. Those grapes are harvested at a low-
er sugar level, said Karissa Kruse, presi-
dent of  the Sonoma County Winegrowers 
trade group.

Now, winemakers are primarily focused 
on Burgundian fruit such as pinot noir 
and chardonnay used for still wine. By the 
end of  the month when harvest should 
peak in the region, they will turn their 
attention to late varietal reds such as cab-
ernet sauvignon and merlot. The height of  
the annual harvest is easily recognizable 
by the trucks hauling bins of  grapes in the 
early morning to local wineries. 

Raymundo Perez stirs grape seeds, solids and yeast cells in a metallic barrel of chardonnay on 
Wednesday at Rodney Strong Vineyards in Healdsburg. 

SMART Windsor link gets OK

The Sonoma-Marin Area 
Rail Transit board of  directors 
Wednesday authorized spend-
ing $24 million to launch the 
next, highly anticipated phase 

of  railwork needed to extend 
commuter train service north to 
Windsor.

The unanimous board deci-
sion represents a major expan-
sion geared toward fulfilling 
the promise made in 2008, when 
voters approved a two-county, 
70-mile line stretching from Clo-
verdale to Larkspur.

The SMART board approved 
the spending with two 12-0 votes, 
setting in motion rail safety up-

grades and design work needed 
to expand the rail line north by 
3 miles from the current north-
bound terminal near the Sono-
ma County Airport.

The work is set to begin this 
fall, with heavy construction in 
2020 and system testing in 2021. 
Agency officials said SMART 
could start serving Windsor, 
with a population of  27,000, by 
late 2021 or early 2022.      

“This one is a special item,” 

SMART board chairwoman 
Deb Fudge, a longtime Windsor 
councilwoman, said before the 
votes. “It’s the next step to Clo-
verdale. There better not be any 
opposition.”

The largest expense among 
four contracts approved 
Wednesday totaled $15.7 mil-
lion. 

It covers work by Colora-
do-based Modern Railway Sys-
tems to build the train and sta-

tion communications and grade 
crossing control systems. The 
contractor is presently assisting 
with similar work on SMART’s 
Larkspur extension in Marin 
County.

“This contract utilizes the sig-
nificant investment we’ve made 
in our system,” Bill Gamlen, 
SMART’s chief  engineer, said 
in his presentation. “We feel it’s  
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Alameda 
moves to end 
‘sexist’ policy

ALAMEDA — The relaxed 
new dress code at public schools 
in the island city of  Alameda, 
across the bay from San Fran-
cisco, is intentionally specific: 
Midriff-baring shirts are accept-
able attire, so are tank tops with 
spaghetti straps and other once-
banned items like micro-mini 
skirts and short shorts.

As students settle into the 
new school term, gone are re-
strictions on ripped jeans and 
hoodies in class. If  students 
want to come to school in paja-
mas, that’s OK, too.

The new policy amounts to a 
sweeping reversal of  the modern 
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ONLINE See more photos from vineyards during the North Coast grape harvest at pressdemocrat.com

Accuser 
struggled 
to come 
forward

PALO ALTO — Her studies 
first brought her West, but for 
Christine Margaret Blasey Ford, 
the move to California proved 
a way to leave behind what had 
gone wrong in her teenage years 
in the patrician suburbs of  Wash-
ington, D.C.

Born into a well-off family 
in Montgomery County, Mary-
land, Ford has said she spent 
years working to recover from 
an assault as a young girl in that 
world of  prep school parties 
— by Supreme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh, she would dis-
close years later.

Long before she decided to 
come forward, Ford, now 51, had 
built a new life for herself  in 
Malibu, Honolulu and the Bay 
Area, embracing academia, surf-
ing, cheering on the Stanford 

KAVANAUGH HEARING »  
Friends say ‘Nothing to 
gain, much to lose’ for Ford
By GARANCE BURKE  
AND MARTHA MENDOZA
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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