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EMMY AWARDS: Viola 
Davis of  “How to Get Away 
with Murder” becomes first 
actress of  color to win for 
lead role in a drama / A2

BERLIN — The Obama admin-
istration will increase the number 
of  worldwide refugees the United 
States accepts to 100,000 by 2017, a 
significant increase over the current 

annual cap of  70,000, Secretary of  
State John Kerry said Sunday.

“This step is in keeping with 
America’s best tradition as a land of  
second chances and a beacon 
of  hope,” Kerry said, adding 
that it “will be accompanied 
by additional financial contri-
butions” for the relief  effort.

The U.S. move, announced 
after talks in Berlin between 
Kerry and his German counterpart, 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier, still falls 
far short of  the global demand for 
resettlement from people who con-

tinue to flee turmoil in Syria, Iraq, 
Afghanistan and other countries. 

“This kind of  piecemeal, incre-
mental approach is simply not 

enough to effectively address 
this crisis,” said Eleanor 
Acer, director of  the refugee 
protection program at Hu-
man Rights First, an advoca-
cy group that has been press-
ing the United States to take 

100,000 Syrians alone next year. 
“This minimal increase for next 

year is certainly not a strong re-
sponse to the largest refugee crisis 

since World War II,” she said.
Four million Syrians have fled to 

other countries, and hundreds of  
thousands of  others from the Middle 
East and Africa have been pouring 
into Europe. Kerry said the United 
States would explore ways to in-
crease the overall limit of  refugees 
beyond 100,000, while carrying out 
background checks to ensure that 
they are not infiltrated by terrorists.

“We still need to do more, and 
we understand that,” Kerry 
said in a joint news conference  

Brown  
to sign  
bill on  

equal pay

SAN FRANCISCO — Female 
employees in California are 
poised to get new tools to chal-
lenge gender-based wage gaps 
and receive protection from dis-
crimination and retaliation if  
they ask questions about how 
much other people earn.

A bill recent-
ly passed by 
the Legislature 
and that Gov. 
Jerry Brown 
has indicated 
he will sign 
won’t suddenly 
put all women’s 
salaries on par 
with men’s or 
prod employ-
ers to freely 

disclose what every employee 
makes, which could make it 
easier for workers to mount pay 
discrimination claims.

But the legislation expands 
what supporters call an outdated 
state equal pay law and goes fur-
ther than federal law, placing the 
burden on the employer to prove 
a man’s higher pay is based on 
factors other than gender and al-
lowing workers to sue if  they are 
paid less than someone with a 
different job title who does “sub-
stantially similar” work.

So, a supermarket clerk could 
challenge her pay based on 
what a male clerk might earn at 
the same supermarket 10 miles 
away. Or housekeepers at a ho-
tel could challenge their pay 
based on what janitors make 
at the same hotel, arguing that 
they do similar work. The pend-
ing legislation allows them to 
learn pay details from asking 
clerks or janitors at other loca-
tions — again, without fear of  
blowback from management.

John  
Kerry
Secretary of  
state calls the 
U.S. “a land of  
second chances.”

US promises to take in more refugees
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State legislation goes further 
than federal laws in effort  
to close gender wage gap
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As crisis grows, Kerry announces 
nation by 2017 will accept  

100,000 a year for resettlement
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NOT IF, BUT WHEN: On Sept. 9, Cal Fire Battalion Chief Marshall Turbeville looks over the remnants of a barn destroyed in the 2004 Geysers fire, which swept 
through Pine Flat and the Mayacmas Mountains. Three days later, Turbeville would lead part of a team fighting the Valley fire’s advance into Sonoma County.

Where Next?

PREVENTIVE MEASURES: Murat Uraz trims a fir tree limb overhanging his 
Montecito Heights home Sept. 10 to mitigate the threat of wildfire to his house.

When the rampaging Valley fire 
branched off early Sept. 13, sending 
flames roaring into the Geysers area 

of  northeastern Sonoma County, the stage 
was set for another catastrophe on par with a 
1964 inferno that still burns in local memory 
for all who felt its devilish wrath.

Similar to the Hanly fire, the southwestern 
flank of  the Valley conflagration advanced 
through The Geysers on Sept. 13 with the 
aid of  strong winds and bone-dry vegetation. 
When it became apparent the blaze was intent 
on cresting the Mayacmas Mountains and 
sweeping farther into Sonoma County, Cal 
Fire dispatched about 20 firefighters to the 
mountain to make a stand.

Officials said the small force was all they 

Fire officials point out areas of Sonoma County where they see high risk

EXTRA  
CONCERN

 ■Neighborhoods 
in Santa Rosa’s 
eastern hills

 ■Mayacmas 
Mountains along 
eastern edge of 
Sonoma Valley

 ■Grasslands 
northwest of 
Petaluma

 ■ Palomino Lakes 
in Cloverdale

 ■ Pockets in west 
Sonoma County 
where sudden 
oak death has 
been prevalentTURN TO NEXT, PAGE A7
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WILDFIRE DANGER

Valley fire containment surges to 69%

Oliver Smith already was suffering 
a heavy heart when he arrived 
at his Hidden Valley Lake home 
of  nearly 30 years Sunday to find 
everything flattened into an almost 
indistinguishable mess.

Somewhere in the rubble of  the 
Powder Horn Road home was an urn, 
or what remained of  it, containing 
the ashes of  Smith’s wife. She died 

last month.
Considering that fact, Smith, 88, 

was overcome with emotion, his 
eyes welling with tears. He’d been 
planning to spread the ashes when he 
could gather the family.

“We didn’t get the chance,” he said.
Smith was among thousands of  

residents making an emotional return 
to the Hidden Valley Lake community 
east of  Middletown on Sunday, a 
week and a day after mandatory 
evacuations were ordered in the face 
of  the fast-moving Valley fire.

After traveling through a bottle-
neck of  cars at the community’s main 
gate on Hartmann Road, the former 
evacuees fanned out, anxious to see 
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Mia Hoogendoorn, 8, protects herself from dust as her 
family searches through the burned remains of her 
grandparents’ home Sunday in Hidden Valley Lake. TURN TO VALLEY FIRE, PAGE A6
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Officials hope to have blaze 
100% contained by week’s end; 

more evacuations lifted


