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Ready, set: 
Voting starts 
this week in 
some states

Election Day starts this 
week. Beginning on Friday, 
any Minnesotan can go to a lo-
cal election office and complete 
an absentee ballot. The follow-
ing Thursday, voters in neigh-
boring Iowa have the same op-
portunity. Between Oct. 20 and 
24, North Carolina, Nevada and 
Florida get in the game. In Col-

orado, the entire election will 
be conducted by mail ballot. By 
the constitutionally mandated 
first Tuesday after a Monday 
in November, more than one-
third of  Americans will have 
already voted for president.

There are still battleground 
states that make no provi-
sion for early voting — Penn-
sylvania, Virginia and New 
Hampshire stand out for their 
old-fashioned ways — but in 
those that do it has created a 

new kind of  electoral arms 
race. Early voting is a partic-
ular gift to well-organized, 
well-funded campaigns, which 
can extend their turnout op-
erations across as long as six 
weeks, locking down precise 
factions of  the electorate in 
domino-like fashion, and se-
quence their persuasion ef-
forts with a clear view of  who 
has yet to vote. Building on the 

By SASHA ISSENBERG  
AND STEVEN YACCINO
BLOOMBERG NEWS
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Hillary 
Clinton: Get-out-
the-vote efforts 
accelerating in 
early-voting states

Donald 
Trump: Relying 
on state GOP 
offices to organize 
turnout drives

President 
Barack Obama: 
In farewell 
speech,  seeks 
‘cooperation,’ 
‘integration. 

‘We all face a choice,’ Obama tells UN

UNITED NATIONS — It was Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s last appear-
ance on the marble dais of  the Gen-
eral Assembly hall, and his farewell 
speech on Tuesday revealed a man 
whose eye was fixed as much on 
the next seven weeks of  the Amer-
ican political campaign as on his 

place in history.
Obama delivered a stinging re-

buke of  those who would build walls, 
a message aimed at foreign leaders 
who he said had fueled rising na-
tionalism, sectarian hatred and eco-
nomic inequality — but, unmistak-
ably, at Donald Trump, as well.

“A nation ringed by walls would 
only imprison itself,” Obama said 
of  the protectionist impulse to re-
sist the forces of  global integration. 
At another point, he declared to the 
packed chamber in New York, “the 
world is too small for us to simply be 
able to build a wall” to keep out ex-

tremists. Lest anyone miss the point, 
he said of  the spreading Zika virus, 
“mosquitoes don’t respect walls.”

Obama has addressed the disrup-
tive forces of  globalism before, in 
speeches at Stanford University and 
before the Canadian Parliament. 
But this time, with his days in office 
ticking down, his legacy up for grabs 
and the global picture more unset-
tled than ever, there was a darker 
tone and a deeper urgency to his 
plea for international order.

“At this moment, we all face a 
choice,” Obama said. “We can choose 
to press forward with a better model 

of  cooperation and integration, or 
we can retreat into a world sharply 
divided and ultimately in conflict 
along age-old lines of  nation and 
tribe and race and religion.”

That choice, Obama implied, was 
as sharply drawn in the race be-
tween Trump and the president’s 
preferred candidate, Hillary Clin-
ton, as it was in the grinding sectar-
ian war in Syria, the predations of  
President Vladimir Putin of  Russia 
and the muscle-flexing of  China. 
Obama spoke of  a “crude populism” 

President says the world 
can’t simply build walls  
to keep out extremists
By MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Clover Stornetta Farms President/CEO Marcus Benedetti stands in front of four new 50,000-gallon tanks that have been installed to help process 
GMO-free milk. The company will start selling its new “Non-GMO Project Verified” conventional milk in the first quarter of 2017.

No GMOs for Clover

Petaluma-based Clover Stornetta Farms 
next year will start to make all its dairy 
products free of  genetically modified or-
ganisms.  

In the first quarter of  2017, the Bay Ar-
ea’s largest dairy processor will sell a new 
product, “Non-GMO Project Verified” con-
ventional milk, President/CEO Marcus 
Benedetti said Tuesday.

Clover will start its transition with all 
conventional milk sold in half-gallon car-
tons, including the various weights from 
nonfat to whole milk. Over the next two 
years the company will switch all its oth-
er liquid milk products, like half-and-half  
and buttermilk, to non-GMO production, 
with a goal of  eventually adding ice cream 
and other food products. GMOs appear in 
dairy products through livestock feed.

Clover’s plan is unusual and possibly 
unique among the nation’s larger dairy 

processors. 
Benedetti said Clover would be the first 

dairy processor in the state to sell conven-
tional GMO-free milk and “the first of  any 
scale anywhere” to do so.

The Non-GMO Project, the Bellingham, 
Wash., nonprofit that will verify Clover’s 
products, said it doesn’t comment on who 
is first to make various GMO-free prod-
ucts.

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO CLOVER » PAGE A2

DAIRY INDUSTRY » COMPANY TO AVOID CONTROVERSIAL TECHNOLOGYCounty 
foster 
care gets 
overhaul 

Sonoma County supervisors 
on Tuesday approved a major 
overhaul of  the local foster care 
system, a move aimed at dra-
matically scaling back on group 
home placements while increas-
ing the use of  home-based family 
care.

The plan is a response to up-
coming statewide changes that 
recast group homes as short-
term residential treatment pro-
grams, establish new levels of  
provider accountability and 
bolster supportive services for 
youths placed with relatives and 
foster families.

But the success of  the plan 
largely depends on whether the 
county can get more families to 
participate in the retooled foster 
care system and provide stable 
permanent homes for the sys-
tem’s most troubled kids, offi-
cials said.

“That’s the key to this whole 
reform: How do we recruit and 
support and retain families? 
We’re having some success al-
ready,” said Nick Honey, Sono-
ma County’s director of  Family, 
Youth and Children’s Services.

“We’re entering sort of  a brave 
new world as far as that recruit-
ment piece goes,” Honey said.

Known as the Continuum of  
Care Reform, the statewide over-
haul began four years ago when 
state officials and county welfare 

Shift will emphasize 
long-term care in family 
setting, not group homes
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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