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MEXICO EARTHQUAKE: 
Rescue officials pulling out 
survivors trapped in 
buildings under constant 
threat of collapsing  / B1
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Maria slams into Puerto Rico

Centers 
facing 
hit in 
funding

The largest health centers 
in Sonoma and Marin coun-
ties stand to lose more than 
$15.3 million in federal funds by 
the end of  the month, a financial 
blow that has nothing to do with 
latest effort to repeal former 
President Barack Obama’s sig-
nature health care law.

Even as Republican lawmak-
ers in Washington, D.C. wage a 
last-ditch effort to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act, a major fund-
ing deadline for health centers 
is looming — and getting little 
attention. The funding consists 
of  billions of  dollars in feder-
al grants that help health cen-
ters pay for general operations 
aimed at low-income and unin-
sured patients.

If  Congress fails to reautho-
rize the funding by Sept. 30, 
local health centers could see 
a 70 percent reduction in their 
federal grant funding, said Su-
zie Shupe, chief  executive offi-
cer of  the Redwood Community 
Health Coalition, a consortium 
of  17 community health clinics 
in Sonoma, Napa, Marin and 
Yolo counties.

“There’s a strong possibility 
that this could happen, given 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — 
Hurricane Maria, the most 
powerful storm to make a direct 
hit on Puerto Rico in almost 
a century, ravaged the island 

Wednesday, knocking out all 
electricity, deluging towns with 
flash floods and mudslides and 
compounding the already con-
siderable pain of  residents here.

Less than two weeks ago, 
Hurricane Irma dealt the island 
a glancing blow, killing at least 
three people and leaving nearly 
70 percent of  households with-
out power. This storm, which 
made landfall at 6 a.m. as a 
Category 4 hurricane, took out 
the island’s entire power grid, 

and only added to the woes of  
a commonwealth that has been 
groaning under the weight of  an 
extended debt and bankruptcy 
crisis.

Beyond the immediate dam-
age from winds up to 155 mph, 
continuous rain flooded coast-
al communities as well as 
neighborhoods in the central, 
mountainous areas of  the is-
land, which is full of  rivers and 

Intense hurricane wipes 
out power grid, rips 
roofs off homes
By LUIS FERRÉ-SADURNÍ AND 
ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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If federal grants aren’t 
renewed by Congress, 
11,000 could lose access 
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A car deal-
ership lies in 
disarray after 
the impact of 
Hurricane Ma-
ria Wednesday 
in Humacao, 
eastern Puerto 
Rico.
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Christian August, left, a 2 Tread Brewing Co. partner, talks with customers Sam Martinez, center, and Kjell Davila as they sit down for a drink on 
opening day Wednesday in downtown Santa Rosa. Below, Griz Johnson pours beer for customers.

SR truly a beer mecca
DOWNTOWN REVIVAL » CUSTOMERS FLOCK

2 Tread Brewing Co. latest of openings, expansions

Buoyed by a reunified Old Courthouse 
Square and a new public transportation 
option with the SMART train, a cluster 

of  merchants is looking to capitalize on the 
renewed interest in downtown Santa Rosa with 
the lure of  barley, hops, yeast and water.

2 Tread Brewing Co. opened its doors Wednes-
day at the Santa Rosa Plaza off B Street, the 
latest in a spate of  debuts and expansions by 
beer pubs and breweries in downtown building 

on the region’s reputation as a beer mecca.
It follows the opening in mid-July of  Beer 

Baron Bar & Kitchen just off the square and the 
expansion of  Belly Left Coast Kitchen & Tap 
Room on Fourth Street slated to be finished by 
year’s end.

“Because we are known as the spot for beer, 
why don’t we make this the most badass beer 
city in the country?” said Gray Rollin, owner 
and executive chef  of  Belly, a 4-year-old busi-
ness that wants to double in size to bring in 

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Robert
Mueller
Counsel appoint-
ed to investigate 
Trump’s actions

WASHINGTON — Robert Mueller, 
the special counsel, has asked the 
White House for documents about 
some of  President Donald Trump’s 
most scrutinized actions since taking 
office, including the firing of  his na-
tional security adviser and FBI direc-

tor, according to White House officials.
Mueller is also interested in an Oval 

Office meeting Trump had with Rus-
sian officials in which he said the dis-
missal of  the FBI director had relieved 
“great pressure” on him.

The document requests provide the 
most details to date about the breadth 
of  Mueller’s investigation, and show 
that several aspects of  his inquiry are 

focused squarely on Trump’s behav-
ior in the White House.

In recent weeks, Mueller’s office 
sent a document to the White House 
that detailed 13 areas in which investi-
gators are seeking information. Since 
then, administration lawyers have 
been scouring White House emails 
and asking officials whether they have 
other documents or notes that may 
pertain to Mueller’s requests.

One of  the requests is about a meet-

Mueller focusing on president’s actions
SENSITIVE ACTIONS » Documents requested on dismissals 
of Comey, Flynn as well as Trump’s meeting with Russians 
BY MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES
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