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SUPREME COURT: 
Kavanaugh accuser’s  
attorneys say she may 
testify if certain terms 
are satisfied  / B1
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The band Big Swing & the Ball Room Blasters entertains guests Thursday during the “Best Party Ever” to kick off the Sonoma County Wine 
Auction at Paradise Ridge Winery in Santa Rosa. The auction has a goal of raising $5 million for local nonprofit groups.

Dancing for fire relief
PARADISE RIDGE WINERY » Kickoff to Sonoma County Wine Auction 
celebrated, raised money for victims of the October infernos

The “Best Party Ever” 
unfolded Thursday night 
on a grassy hillside that 

was on fire a little less than a 
year ago.

The ambitiously named 
event, with wine tasting and 
dance music under the stars, 
served as the kickoff for the 
Sonoma County Wine Auction, 
which on Saturday will have 
the determined goal of  raising 

more than $5 million for  
local nonprofits.

The party was also the first in 
a series of  events commemorat-
ing the wildfires that ravaged 
Sonoma County in October, 
killing 24 people and destroying 
more than 5,300 homes.

Fittingly, the venue for the 
event put on by the Sonoma 
County Vintners was Paradise 
Ridge Winery on Thomas Lake 
Harris Drive, the winery hit 

Puerto Rico marks 1 year since storm

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — 
Clapping and raising their 
hands to the sky, hundreds of  
people clad in white gathered at 
an 18th-century fort in the Puer-
to Rican capital on Thursday to 
remember the thousands who 
died in the aftermath of  Hurri-
cane Maria as the U.S. territory 
struggles to recover one year af-

ter the Category 4 storm hit.
Religious leaders and gov-

ernment officials recalled how 
Puerto Rico was ravaged by the 
storm that killed an estimated  
2,975 people and caused more 
than an estimated $100 billion in 
damage.

Tens of  thousands remain 
without adequate shelter or re-
liable electrical power, a sad fact 
that Gov. Ricardo Rossello noted 
on Thursday.

“After that catastrophic ex-
perience, we acknowledge how 
complex and difficult it is to 
prepare for a hurricane of  that 
magnitude and fury,” Rosello 
said. “The best tribute we can 
give these people, these brothers 
that we’ve lost, is to build a better 
Puerto Rico for their sons, their 
grandsons and their families.”

While the U.S. government 
has invested billions of  dollars 
to help clean up and repair the 
U.S. territory, much work re-
mains. Major power outages 
are still being reported, tens of  
thousands of  insurance claims 

are still pending and nearly 
60,000 homes still have tempo-
rary roofs unable to withstand a 
Category 1 hurricane.

“I think it’s inexplicable,” 
Kumi Naidoo, Amnesty Inter-
national’s secretary general, 
said during a visit to the island 
Thursday. “There’s no justifi-
able reason I can see for this 
gross level of  negligence.”

Across the island, people 
marked the one-year anniver-
sary with gatherings large and 
small, solemn and anger-tinged 

HURRICANE MARIA » Hundreds mourn dead as 
thousands still lack shelter; US pledges $1.5 billion
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From right 
Paradise 
Ridge vice 
president 
Sonia Byck- 
Barwick, 
right, artist 
Katherine 
Paus, presi-
dent/founder 
Dr. Walter 
Byck and 
winemaker 
Dan Barwick 
dance.

Sleepy 
students 
bill gets 
vetoed 

Gov. Jerry Brown vetoed a bill 
Thursday requiring that Cali-
fornia middle and high schools 
start no earlier than 8:30 a.m., 
saying the decision of  when to 
start classes should be up to 
schools not the state. 

Supporters of  the bill cited re-
search that says delaying school 
start times could result in bet-
ter grades, at-
tendance and 
g r a d u a t i o n 
rates. 

A study by 
the American 
Academy of  
Pediatrics said insufficient sleep 
for teens was “an important 
public health issue that signifi-
cantly affects the health and 
safety” of  adolescents. 

State Assemblyman Anthony 
Portantino, who carried SB328, 
cited that study and one by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention that both suggested 
schools start at 8:30 a.m. or later 
to help students get the optimal 
amount of  sleep of  at least eight 
hours a night. 

Middle and high schools in 
California start their school day 
on average at 8:07 a.m., accord-
ing to the CDC study. 

Critics of  the La Canada- 
Flintridge Democrat’s legisla-
tion say kids could just go to bed 
earlier. 

But it’s not so simple, the 
CDC study said, noting that as 

Governor Brown won’t 
let state dictate starting 
time for the school day
By JOCELYN GECKER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Gov. Brown signs 
plastic straw 
restrictions / A7

Trailblazer inspired many
ONLINE
See a gallery of 
Helen Rudee 
through the 
years at pressde-
mocrat.com

Helen Rudee, the former 
North Dakota farm girl who be-
came the first woman elected to 
the Sonoma County Board of  
Supervisors in 1976, rising in 
local politics despite those who 
saw such seats as reserved for 
men, died Wednesday, seven 
months after the ladies’ tea that 
helped mark her 100th birthday. 

Rudee had cut her political 

teeth as a doctor’s wife in the 
PTA and then in an elected seat 
on the Santa Rosa school board 
when she tuned out the naysay-
ers and declared herself  a candi-
date for the county office. Since 
the founding of  Sonoma County 
following the Gold Rush, there’d 
never been a woman on the 
Board of  Supervisors.

Rudee often recalled that 
she’d never had a problem 
working with males as an equal 
— five boys had been born to 
her family before she arrived 
in Anamoose, North Dakota, on 
Feb. 21, 1918.

“I grew up with brothers,” 
she once said, “and I know how 

to kick!”
She won the 3rd District su-

pervisorial race in 1976 and 
served three four-year terms in 
the seat representing the cen-
tral portion of  the county. An 
admitted “slow decision-mak-
er,” she set a deliberative, an-
alytical tone on the board by 
politely and persistently asking 
questions, then staking her po-
sition.

“She was wise and patient, 
and she had a heart and a 
mind,” said former supervisor 
Brian Kahn, who recalled that 
when he joined the board in 1977 

HELEN RUDEE » First 
woman to win seat on 
Board of Supervisors
By CHRIS SMITH
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A PIONEER:  
Helen Rudee was 
the first woman 
elected to the 
Sonoma County 
Board of Super-
visors in 1976 
and served three 
terms.

HELEN RUDEE » 1918-2018


