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Facebook to turn over ads
Facebook on Thursday an-

nounced it would turn over to 
Congress copies of  more than 
3,000 politically themed adver-
tisements bought through Rus-

sian accounts during the 2016 
U.S. presidential campaign, re-
versing a decision that had frus-
trated lawmakers.

The company has been strug-
gling for months to address the 
steadily mounting evidence that 
Russians manipulated the social 
media platform in their bid to tip 

the presidential election in favor 
of  Republican Donald Trump.

Democratic lawmakers in re-
cent days had demanded that 
Facebook be more open about 
what it knows and to dig more 
deeply into its troves of  data to 
analyze the propaganda effort, 
which the company has acknowl-
edged involved at least 470 fake 
accounts created by a shadowy 
Russian company that spent 
more than $100,000 targeting U.S. 

voters. Lawmakers particularly 
wanted copies of  the ads bought 
through the fake accounts, some 
of  which Facebook officials 
showed to Hill investigators and 
then took away, making further 
study impossible. The company 
said sharing the ads would com-
promise privacy of  users.

Facebook Chief  Executive 
Mark Zuckerberg announced a 
reversal of  that decision Thurs-
day, saying that the company be-

lieved it could share the ads with 
Congress without compromising 
user privacy. The company al-
ready had shared at least some of  
the same information with Spe-
cial Counsel Robert Mueller.

“I care deeply about the demo-
cratic process and protecting its 
integrity,” Zuckerberg said on 
Facebook Live, a video streaming 
service provided by the company. 

RUSSIAN MEDDLING » Company changes course  
to give thousands of documents to Congress
By CRAIG TIMBERG  
AND CAROL D. LEONNIG 
WASHINGTON POST
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White House may back off of some tax cuts for wealthiest

WASHINGTON — White 
House and GOP leaders are 
considering major changes 
to upcoming tax legislation, 
including scaling back plans 
for large-scale tax cuts for the 
wealthy, as Republicans seek to 

win support from Democrats in 
Congress, three people briefed 
on the discussions said.

The White House is consider-
ing, among other things, keeping 
the top tax rate for individuals at 
39.6 percent, decreasing the ben-
efits top earners would see in the 
tax package by scrapping an ear-
lier proposal that would have cut 
that rate to 35 percent.

White House negotiators 
are also considering giving up 
on a push to repeal the estate 
tax, which is levied on individ-
uals who die with more than  
$5.49 million in their estates. 
Republicans have long called 
for repealing the tax, but Dem-
ocrats have raised objections, 
saying repeal would benefit only 
the wealthy and would add to the 

federal debt.
The White House and GOP 

leaders are debating how to 
proceed, and they could end up 
proposing changes to both the 
top tax rate and the estate tax, 
according to the three people. 
The people spoke on the con-
dition of  anonymity because 
they were not authorized to 
publicly discuss the party’s  

internal deliberations.
The White House and GOP 

leaders remain committed to 
reducing the corporate tax rate 
and delivering tax cuts for the 
middle class, the three people 
said.

Senate Finance Committee 
Chairman Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, 

By DAMIAN PALETTA  
AND MIKE DEBONIS
WASHINGTON POST
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Foley 
recruits 
top wine 
executive

Bill Foley, who has sought to 
emulate the late wine magnate 
Jess Jackson while building Fo-
ley Family Wines into one of  the 
largest wine companies in Sono-
ma County, 
has recruited 
one of  the top 
executives at 
Jackson Fam-
ily Wines to 
run his grow-
ing Santa Rosa 
wine business.

Hugh Re-
imers, pres-
ident of  
Jackson Family Wines until a 
management reorganization 
earlier this year, was named 
chief  administrative officer of  
Foley Family Wines this month 
and has been placed on a track 
to become president of  the com-
pany, which owns 27 labels and 
farms 3,000 acres of  vineyards.

“I believe he will do a fantas-
tic job. Obviously, his progres-
sion is to become president of  
the company if  he does the job 
that he is capable of  doing,” Fo-
ley said in an interview at his 
Chalk Hill Estate winery. “So 
far, everything he is doing has 
validated what I had hoped to 
see out of  Hugh.”

Foley Family Wines was the 
18th largest wine company in 
the United States last year, sell-
ing about 1.1 million cases of  
wine, according to Wine Busi-
ness Monthly. In contrast, Santa 

Former president of 
Jackson Family Wines  
joins SR-based business
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Andrew Kirk volunteers to show how to comply with police officers Thursday as Petaluma Police Officer Tyler Saldanha, right, and Cotati Police Officer 
Tyler Wardle pretend to arrest him during the Be Safe training program for law enforcement and individuals with autism spectrum disorders.  

Promoting understanding
SANTA ROSA » Program provides ‘two-way education’ for police  
officers and those with autism to prevent potential tragedies

Volunteering from the audience, Andrew Kirk 
of  Sonoma sat on a chair on stage at a Sono-
ma County church for a demonstration of  a 

hypothetical arrest.
Cotati Police Officer Tyler Wardle held him at gun-

point — using a fake rubber weapon in a day-glow 
orange — while Petaluma Police Officer Tyler Sal-
danha pulled his arms behind his back and applied 
handcuffs.

It was a scenario that, in reality, would be dis-
tressing to most anyone. But for people like Kirk, 
who is autistic, being handled by police brings added 
challenges when almost any human touch can be 
over-stimulating.

As Wardle and Saldanha ended the demonstration 
and removed the handcuffs, Kirk lifted his arms in 
the air, declaring to applause from the crowd: “I am 
the test pilot.”

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  

TURN TO PROGRAM » PAGE A2
Nathan Dyer, left, comments on a lesson Thursday while Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Anthony Diehm listens during the Be Safe training program in Santa Rosa. 


