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TRUMP DOUBTS KAVANAUGH’S ACCUSER: As 
Senate panel issues ultimatum on testimony, 
president questions Ford’s credibility / B1
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MEDICAL CANNABIS RULING »  
Judge sides with SR girl over  
access to tincture at school. A3

SOURCE FOR TEXTILES » Best  
place to find European fabrics 
may be in Geyserville.  D1

A’S EXTRA-INNING WIN » Kris 
Davis hits walk-off home run 
to lift Oakland over Twins. C1

Arrest in serial rapist cold case

Brown 
signs bills 
in wake 
of fires

Gov. Jerry Brown signed into 
law Friday two wildfire bills — 
on emergency alerts and wild-
fire prevention and liability — 
introduced by state Sens. Mike 
McGuire and 
Bill Dodd.

The bill 
by McGuire, 
D-Healdsburg, 
e s t a b l i s h e s 
a statewide 
protocol for 
e m e r g e n c y 
alerts for all 
58 California 
counties to 
adopt, while the 
bill by Dodd, 
D-Napa, is a 
comprehensive 
w i l d f i r e 
p r e v e n t i o n , 
liability and 
safety package hammered out 
by a conference committee in 
the last week of  the legislative 
session.

“Bottom line, this legislation 
will save lives,” McGuire said 
in a press release about his leg-
islation. “The size and scope of  

After 27 years, two victims of  bra-
zen sexual attacks in Sonoma Coun-
ty have the name of  their suspected 
assailant, a Benicia man authorities 
identified Friday as the prime sus-

pect in at least 10 sexual assaults 
across Northern California.

Roy Charles Waller, 58, is suspect-
ed of  being the “NorCal Rapist,” 
who attacked women in six counties 
including two crimes in 1991 in Sono-
ma County, Sacramento District At-
torney Anne Marie Schubert said 
Friday. Investigators have linked 
the serial rapist to assaults that took 
place beginning in 1991 in Rohnert 
Park up to a 2006 attack on two wom-
en in Sacramento.

On Friday morning, Nicole Ear-

nest-Payte received an unexpected 
phone call from the Sonoma County 
District Attorney’s Office, alerting 
her that authorities had arrested the 
man they suspected had attacked her 
in Rohnert Park nearly 30 years ago.

 “I literally felt like the room start-
ed spinning and I fell down on the 
floor, and I couldn’t speak,” Ear-
nest-Payte told The Press Democrat 
Friday night. “I was happy, elated, 
sad, angry. There was a lot going on. 
I’m relieved and this has been a long 
time coming.”

In Sacramento during a news con-
ference flanked by law enforcement 
officials from Sonoma, Yolo, Sacra-
mento, Butte, Solano and Contra 
Costa counties, Schubert said a ge-
netic genealogy database helped in-
vestigators link Waller to the crimes. 

“DNA is the silent witness to the 
truth. For 27 years, the truth was not 
known until now,” Schubert said.

Sgt. Vance Chandler, a Sacramen-
to Police Department spokesman, 

ROHNERT PARK » DNA links 
Benicia man to 1991 sex 
assault, others in 6 counties
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ,  
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Legislation to set up 
statewide alert system, 
assess utilities’ liability
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Roy  
Waller
Suspect worked as 
safety specialist 
at UC Berkeley

INSIDE
Backup batteries 
will be required 
for electric garage 
doors as part of 
new law / A7
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Felix Aguilar positions rebar into forms made of polystyrene foam, which will then be filled with concrete, as part of the IntegraSpec building 
system being used to construct a new home Thursday in Santa Rosa’s Fountaingrove neighborhood. 

Wood frames lose favor 
in SR hillside rebuilds

Fountaingrove Tubbs fire survivors turning  
to tech, alternative materials to lower fire risk 

When deciding whether to 
replace his charred Fountain-
grove home with a house made 

with wood or concrete, William Cavalli 
considered two things — history and the 
fable of  the Three Little Pigs.

More than 50 years before last Octo-
ber’s devastating Tubbs fire, the 1964 
Hanly fire followed a similar destructive 
path from Calistoga to Santa Rosa, burn-
ing through a far less-populated Foun-
taingrove area. And way back in 1870, 
the hilltop neighborhood was torched by 
wind-driven blazes that also originated 
in the Calistoga area.

Cavalli, 73, said that was enough to 
convince him to build a more resilient 
home. His new house on on Garden View 
Circle is essentially an above-ground 
concrete residential bunker designed to 
be fire-resistant and earthquake proof.

“That’s three fires. I started thinking 
maybe we got to do something different,” 

Cavalli said. “It kind of  made sense to 
me. We joke around, going back to the 
story of  the Three Little Pigs.”

Cavalli is among a handful of  Foun-
taingrove residents rebuilding their 
houses burned in last year’s fierce wild-
fire using concrete or steel frames rather 
than wood. The historic fire, the most 
destructive in California history, torched 
5,636 structures, including more than 
1,400 of  homes in their neighborhood.

To be sure, modern wood-frame 
homes can incorporate fire-prevention 
materials and building technologies, 
such as boxed eaves and hardie board 
siding made with cement. Cavalli and 
a few of  his neighbors, however, are 
not going to take the risk of  rebuilding 
houses with wood.

The foundations, walls, ceilings, floors 
and roofs of  their new homes will be 
built using insulating concrete forms. 
The construction method, which uses 
a permanent mold for poured concrete, John McGarva and his wife, Delia, have decided to 

rebuild their Fountaingrove home, which burned 
in the Tubbs fire, with fire-resistent materials.

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
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Official’s 
suggestion: 
Tape Trump

WASHINGTON — Memos 
written by Andrew McCabe 
when he was the acting FBI di-
rector say Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Rod Rosenstein suggested 
he secretly record his talks with 
President Donald Trump, and 
that Rosenstein discussed pos-
sibly trying to remove Trump 
from office, according to people 
familiar with the matter.

The account, first reported by 
the New York Times, paints Ro-
senstein as so concerned in May 
2017 in the wake of  Trump’s fir-
ing of  then-FBI Director James 
Comey that he contemplated se-
cretly recording conversations 

By DEVLIN BARRETT  
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY
WASHINGTON POST
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“If all of those homes were concrete, we wouldn’t be having this conversation 
because they’d still be there. The foliage would be gone but not the houses.”
NICHOLAS NIKIFORUK, specialist for IntegraSpec, a Canadian company that produces concrete building materials
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