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Donald Potter, left, and Denille Fletcher pack up their belongings Tuesday at the Napa County Fairgrounds fire evacuation center in 
Calistoga. The Boggs Mountain residents were among those who lost everything in the Valley fire that has devastated Lake County. 

Evacuees move out

VALLEY FIRE: As Obama grants federal disaster assistance,  
displaced Lake County residents return home or head to next refuge

CALISTOGA

P eople displaced by the massive Valley 
fire folded their tents and loaded their 
vehicles on Tuesday, departing from 

their impromptu home here at the Napa 
County Fairgrounds, with some going back 
to houses still standing and others facing 
only rubble and an uncertain future after the 
destructive wildfire.

The evacuees had put their lives on hold 
here for up to 10 days since the Valley fire ig-
nited and swept over a huge swath of  southern 
Lake County, burning more than 1,200 homes 
and killing at least three people. 

They slept in tents, RVs and a fairgrounds 
building and came together three times a 
day over meals. They cared for the pets and 
livestock saved from the fire and generally had 
come to regard one another as neighbors.

But their most commonly shared sentiment 
was a desire to return to Lake County, which 
has been scarred by the 76,000-acre blaze, 
wiping whole neighborhood blocks off the 
map while sparing others. Some evacuees had 
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County 
strikes 

deal with 
tribe

The Dry Creek Rancheria 
Band of  Pomo Indians, whose 
River Rock Casino in Alexander 
Valley has suffered a precipi-
tous drop in revenue, has struck 
a new agreement that reduces 
the money it is required to pay 
to Sonoma County by at least 
$33 million in exchange for ex-
tending a gambling moratori-
um on property the tribe owns 
south of  Petaluma.

The Sonoma County Board 
of  Supervisors on Tuesday ap-
proved the agreement, which 
precludes the tribe from build-
ing a casino in the Petaluma 
area until early 2025, or nine 
years beyond the existing mor-
atorium that was in effect until 
mid-March 2016.

At the same time, the deal 
cuts annual tribal payments to 
the county from $3.5 million to a 
minimum of  $750,000, while also 
reducing the overall amount the 
tribe was to pay the county to 
cover the cost of  off-reservation 
impacts from the casino and an 
unbuilt resort project anticipat-
ed in the original deal. 

Under the previous deal, 
that amount, by 2020, was to be 
$75 million, at least $22 million of  
which the tribe has paid, accord-
ing to the county. Under the new 
deal, which extends to 2030 and 
focuses only on casino impacts, 
the maximum the tribe will pay 
going forward is $19.2 million.  

Yet while the new agreement 
diminishes the payments to off-
set taxpayer costs, it extends the 
moratorium on a new Dry Creek 

Agreement lowers Dry  
Creek Pomos’ debt, prohibits  

new casino before 2025

By CLARK MASON
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Courthouse 
Square plan 
moves ahead

Long delayed plans to reuni-
fy Santa Rosa’s Courthouse 
Square got a big boost Tuesday 
when city officials supported 
borrowing the money needed to 
get a scaled-down version of  the 
project underway by the spring. 

The City Council’s unani-
mous decision to slash the proj-
ect from $17 million to no more 
than $10 million and instruct 
city staff to explore financing a 
portion of  the cost represented a 
significant step forward for the 
controversial project. 

“Today is the time to stop 
studying it, stop talking about 
it and start working on it,” Vice 
Mayor Chris Coursey said. 
“Let’s get it done.”

The decision was a coup for 
the group of  downtown proper-
ty owners and business leaders 
who have been urging city staff 
for months to back away from 
the more elaborate design en-
dorsed by the previous council 
in favor of  a cheaper, more tra-
ditional square similar to plazas 
in popular tourist destinations 
like Healdsburg and Sonoma. 

“This is a huge day,” said de-
veloper Hugh Futrell, one of  the 
leaders of  Coalition to Restore 
Courthouse Square. “This is as 

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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A resident of Cobb staying at the Calistoga evacuation center made it out of the 
Valley fire zone with these 4-week-old puppies. Many shelter residents Tuesday said 
they were eager to return to their communities.

INSIDE
Disaster declaration makes federal grants  

available for temporary housing, repairs / A9

ONLINE
For more stories, photos, videos and updates  
on the Valley fire, visit pressdemocrat.com

Pope Francis welcomed in Washington

WASHINGTON — Pope Fran-
cis landed to a red-carpet wel-
come Tuesday as he opened his 
first visit to the United States 
determined to press the world’s 
last superpower to do more to 
care for the planet and its most 
marginalized inhabitants.

The papal jet descended out 
of  cloudy skies to touch down at 
Joint Base Andrews, the iconic 
post still better known as An-
drews Air Force Base. His white 
robes flapping in the breeze and 
his skullcap held in his hand 
rather than on his head, the 
pontiff was greeted by President 
Barack Obama, Vice President 
Joe Biden and their families.

The exuberant but unassum-
ing ceremony seemed designed 
especially for a pope who has 
inspired millions around the 
world with a humbler, more 
populist approach to the papacy. 

Hundreds of  guests cheered, an 
honor guard stood at attention, 
and a high school band per-
formed the Pharrell Williams 
song “Happy.” Four children 
from local Roman Catholic 
schools greeted him, with one 
handing him flowers.

“Ho, ho, hey, hey, welcome to 
the USA,” the crowd chanted at 
one point. At another, it chanted, 

“We love Francis, yes we do. We 
love Francis, how about you?”

But there was little of  the 
pageantry that awaits him at 
the White House today. And 
the pope, who has made a point 
of  shunning some of  the perks 
of  his exalted position since 
his ascension in 2013, then 
climbed into a decidedly modest 
Fiat 500L hatchback for the ride 

to the Apostolic Nunciature, 
the equivalent of  an embassy, 
where he was staying.

The pope’s arrival inaugurat-
ed a journey spanning six days 
that will take him from Wash-
ington to New York and Phil-
adelphia and feature several 
Masses celebrated before huge 
crowds, the first canonization 
on U.S. soil, an address to Con-
gress and not a small degree of  
tension over his message.

Many of  his themes coincide 
with those promoted by Obama, 
but some diverge in significant 
ways that could flavor the visit.

Francis became only the third 
pope to visit Washington, and 
the capital was abuzz over his 
arrival. A vast security cordon 
was established from the Cap-
itol to the White House to the 
Apostolic Nunciature, includ-
ing road closures and pedestri-
an limits. Tens of  thousands of  
residents and visitors prepared 
to converge at his planned stops, 
and politicians of  all stripes 
were busy claiming his moral 
authority for their causes.

“The pope is a singular figure, 
and he has really stirred the 
souls of  people all around the 

SUSAN WALSH / Associated Press

Pope Francis talks to President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle 
Obama as he is greeted by children from area Catholic schools on 
Tuesday after arriving at Andrews Air Force Base, Md. 
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Pontiff’s arrival a low-key 
prelude to pageantry  

as 6-day US visit begins

By PETER BAKER 
and AZAM AHMED
NEW YORK TIMES


