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Officials OK pot-growing facility 
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SMART officials are  
considering restrictions for 
passenger cellphone use on 
the commuter trains. 

SMART 
may ban 
phones 
on trains

On the North Bay commuter 
trains set to launch by the end 
of  the year, passengers will be 
able to sip beer or wine, surf  
the internet using onboard 
Wi-Fi and bring along small 
pets, so long as they ride in en-
closed carriers.

But talking on cellphones? 
That will be off-limits under a 
proposed code of  conduct policy 
being weighed by the Sonoma- 
Marin Area Rail Transit Author-
ity. Such a restriction, which 
requires the approval of  the rail 
agency’s board of  directors, may 
be without precedent among 
public transit systems anywhere 
in the United States.

“If  it’s an emergency, we un-
derstand, but we are trying to 
make this a very positive and en-
joyable experience for riders,” 
Farhad Mansourian, SMART’s 
general manager, said about 
the proposed ban on cellphone 
talking.

The proposed ban highlights 
debate over the use of  cell-
phones in public spaces for 
work or leisure purposes, and 
the annoyance many feel at be-
ing roped into someone else’s 
conversation.

Sonoma County Supervisor 
Shirlee Zane, a SMART direc-
tor and a proponent of  prohib-
iting cellphone conversations 
on trains, cited movie theaters 
and restaurants as other venues 
where use of  a cellphone is “ba-
sically infringing on your priva-
cy and your boundaries.”

But David Rabbitt, a Sonoma 
County supervisor who serves 
on the boards of  both SMART 
and the Golden Gate Bridge 
Highway and Transportation 
District, said he prefers a policy 
that discourages, but does not 
ban, cellphone use aboard the 
trains.

He cited his own situation con-
necting with his family while en 

Santa Rosa’s budding above-board 
marijuana industry continued its 
growth Thursday when planning 
officials sanctioned the city’s first 
commercial growing operation.

Planning commissioners voted 5-0 
— with two commissioners absent 

— to allow Aim High Cultivation to 
establish a medical marijuana culti-
vation facility at a northwest Santa 
Rosa building currently occupied by 
a tile company.

The use permit approval comes 
about one month after city officials 
said a Seattle investment firm could 
bring a medical marijuana process-
ing, manufacturing and distribution 
center to a southwest Santa Rosa 
business park.

Together, the moves are fueling the 
city’s effort to become a hub for med-
ical cannabis business — and laying 

groundwork that would prove useful 
should Californians vote in favor of  
recreational marijuana in November. 
Aim High Cultivation still needs 
to clear additional local hurdles, 
including getting a building per-
mit, but Thursday’s planning vote 
marked a major milestone for San-
ta Rosa. And the application passed 
easily, with commissioners praising 
Aim High Cultivation for providing 
an exemplary and thorough appli-
cation, particularly in the area of  
security. 

“If  we’re going to do medical culti-

vation here in Santa Rosa, this is how 
it should be done. I’m really glad this 
was our first one out of  the gate,” 
said Commissioner Ashle Crocker. 
“This really shows the future folks, 
too ... what we’re looking for.”

Led by Brian Dombrowski of  Santa 
Rosa, Aim High Cultivation plans to 
move into an existing 12,110-square-
foot facility at 3310 Industrial Drive, 
near Bottle Barn and Plow Brewing 
Co. The property is owned by Dom-
browski’s father-in-law, Rick Dennett, 
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Hiking is one of  Sonoma County’s favorite fall activities, 
whether around vineyards, along the coast, through the 
Russian River corridor or in one of  the many state parks. 

Not many things beat using the first day of  fall to enjoy not only 
the subtle change in seasons but the glory of  a local trail. Bruce 

and Lisa Coats of  Santa Rosa took advantage of  Thursday’s balmy 
weather to hike the Cobblestone trail in Trione-Annadel State Park 
in Santa Rosa under the autumnal equinox’s setting sun. Tempera-
tures are expected to rise through the weekend, however, reaching 
100 degrees in some areas of  the county on Sunday.

Hiking On A Sunny Autumnal Equinox
PHOTO BY KENT PORTER THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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shift to regulate 
industry / A3

TULSA, Oklahoma — Prose-
cutors charged a white Oklaho-
ma police officer with first-de-
gree manslaughter Thursday, 
less than a week after she killed 

an unarmed 
black man on a 
city street and 
just days after 
police released 
graphic videos, 
saying in court 
documents the 
officer “reacted 
unreasonably.”

Tulsa Offi-
cer Betty Shel-
by fatally shot 
40-year-old Ter-
ence Crutcher 
on Sept. 16. The 
affidavit filed 

with the charge says Shelby “re-
acted unreasonably by escalating 
the situation from a confrontation 
with Mr. Crutcher, who was not 
responding to verbal commands 
and was walking away from her 

with his hands held up, becoming 
emotionally involved to the point 
that she over reacted.”

Tulsa County District Attor-
ney Steve Kunzweiler said ar-
rangements were being made 
for Shelby’s surrender.

The swift action in Tulsa 
stood in contrast to Charlotte, 
North Carolina, where police re-
fused under mounting pressure 
to release video of  the shooting 
of  another black man this week 
and the National Guard was 

called in to try to head off a third 
night of  violence. Demonstra-
tions in Tulsa since Crutcher’s 
death have been consistently 
peaceful.

Dashcam and aerial footage of  
the shooting and its aftermath 
showed Crutcher walking away 
from Shelby with his arms in 
the air. The footage does not of-
fer a clear view of  when Shelby 
fired the single shot that killed 

Charges in Oklahoma fatal shooting

TULSA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Police video footage shows Terence Crutcher, center, being pursued by 
police officers Sept. 16 as he walks to an SUV in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

INSIDE Grieving family in North Carolina wants police videos made public / B1
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More police 
shootings caught 
on camera —  
but few released

CHARLOTTE, North Caro-
lina — For two nights, enraged 
residents here have taken to 
the streets in both peaceful and 
violent demonstrations follow-
ing the fatal police shooting of  
43-year-old Keith Lamont Scott.

Police have said Scott was 
armed with a gun that he raised 
toward an officer. Scott’s fam-
ily members have said he had 
a book in his hands. Activists 
have noted that North Carolina 
is an open carry state — and 
that even if  Scott was armed, 
they want to see proof  of  him 
raising the weapon in a way that 
would justify lethal force.

Body camera video of  the in-
cident could settle the dispute 
over whether Scott was armed, 
but police and city officials so 
far have declined to make the 

By WESLEY LOWERY
WASHINGTON POST

Prosecuters claim officer 
responded unreasonably, 
escalated confrontation

Betty  
Shelby
Oklahoma officer 
fired the fatal 
shot that killed 
Terence Crutcher 
on Sept. 16.


