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BOUNCE HOUSE GOES BIG »  
Quarter-acre attraction debuts 
in SR, gets folks jumping.  A3

TIGERS’ ROARING START » 
Analy starts fast, finishes 
Petaluma in SCL opener.  C1

LURING BIRDS » Even small 
outdoor spaces can transform 
into aviary sanctuaries.  D1
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Carla and David Ramey talk Friday inside the boiler room in a former hop kiln, which is one of the buildings they want to restore for their pro-
posed 60,000-case winery, on Westside Road in Healdsburg. The Rameys’ project has received approval from Sonoma County’s zoning board.

David Ramey has proposed converting a former hop 
kiln building into a public tasting room for his winery.

Winery plans 
clear hurdle

Zoning board 
OKs vintner’s 
proposal, but 
Ramey could 
face pushback 
from rural  
residents

Court: 
Lopez’s 
threat in 
question 

A federal appeals court ruled 
Friday there is sufficient evi-
dence that could lead a jury to 
conclude a Sonoma County sher-
iff’s deputy was not in imminent 
danger when he shot and killed 
a Santa Rosa teenager carrying a 
replica assault rifle in 2013.

The split ruling from a three-
judge panel of  the 9th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of  Appeals means the 
family of  13-year-old Andy Lopez 
can continue to pursue a wrong-
ful death claim against sheriff’s 
Sgt. Erick Gelhaus, who mistook 
the airsoft gun for an AK-47 rifle.

It upholds a lower court’s rul-
ing refusing to grant immunity 
to the veteran lawman, finding 
there is evidence Lopez never 
raised the barrel of  the gun to a 
level that posed a threat. A jury 
should decide whether the shoot-
ing was reasonable or violated 
Lopez’s civil rights.

“Gelhaus also shot Andy with-
out having warned Andy that 
such force would be used and 
without observing any aggres-
sive behavior,” Judge Milan D. 
Smith Jr. wrote.

Judge J. Clifford Wallace cast 
the dissenting vote, arguing that 
laws at the time did not clearly 
establish the use of  deadly force 

One of  Sonoma County’s most esteemed 
vintners has cleared a key hurdle on his 
way toward building a long-sought winery 

on Westside Road, but he’s bracing for continued 
opposition from residents who say his plans would 
place too great a strain on the rural corridor outside 
Healdsburg, already one of  the most popular grape-
growing and wine-tasting regions in the county. 

David Ramey, winemaker and co-owner of  
Ramey Wine Cellars in Healdsburg, received the 
blessing this week from a majority of  planning offi-
cials who considered his proposal for a 60,000-case 

winery and tasting room operation that has been 
in the works since he and his wife, Carla, bought 
the 75-acre site of  the former Westside Farms near-
ly five years ago.

While Ramey’s project passed the county’s Board 
of  Zoning Adjustments on a 3-to-1 vote Thursday, 
it could be appealed to the Board of  Supervisors by 
any one of  the residents who oppose the project, cit-
ing concerns about its scale and impact, including 
traffic from events and visitors to the public tasting 
room. Ramey is expecting an appeal, meaning 
supervisors could have the final say on the matter, 
barring a court battle.

SANTA ROSA » Family to 
pursue wrongful death 
claim against deputy
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Rich households up in county
UPPER-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS 
INCREASING IN SONOMA COUNTY
The number of upper-income households in Sono-
ma County has increased significantly in the past 
10 years, especially following the end of the Great 
Recession. The share of low-income households 
also has declined, but county officials say econom-
ic inequality continues to grow.
Income level 2005 2010 2015 2016
Up to $35,000 49,974 53,856 43,280 40,313
$150,000 or more 16,481 18,943 28,599 32,813
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

70,000 in Puerto Rico told to flee

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO — Tens 
of  thousands of  residents in north-
western Puerto Rico were ordered to 
evacuate Friday amid fears that a dam 
holding back a large inland lake was 

in imminent danger of  failing because 
of  damage from Hurricane Maria’s 
floodwaters.

Officials worried that as many as 
70,000 people could be in the path of  a 
massive amount of  rushing water in 
the event the Guajataca Dam releases 
into the Guajataca River, which flows 
north through low-lying coastal com-
munities and empties into the ocean.

The dam suffered a “fissure,” Puer-
to Rico Gov. Ricardo Rosselló said in 
a news conference Friday afternoon. 
Residents in the municipalities of  

Quebradillas, Isabela and part of  San 
Sebastian could be affected if  the dam 
collapses, he said, and it could be a 
catastrophic event.

“To those citizens ... who are listen-
ing: Please evacuate,” Rosselló said as 
buses were dispatched to ferry resi-
dents out of  harm’s way. “We want your 
life to be protected. ... Please, if  you’re 
listening, the time to evacuate is now.”

Abner Gomez, executive director of  
Puerto Rico’s emergency management DENNIS M. RIVERA PICHARDO / FOR WASHINGTON POST

Aerial photo shows the extent of flooding Friday in the 
coastal town of Loiza, on the north shore of Puerto Rico. 

The number of  upper-income house-
holds in Sonoma County has nearly 
doubled since 2010, even as the share of  
county residents living in poverty has 
dropped back to pre-recession levels, 
according to new data that reveals a 
powerful shift in the local economy.

Almost 18 percent of  the county’s 
households earned $150,000 or more 
last year, up from 10 percent of  house-
holds in 2010, one year after the end of  
the Great Recession, the U.S. Census 
Bureau reported this month in its 2016 
American Community Survey.

The increase — from 18,943 house-
holds at the beginning of  the decade to 
32,813 last year — appears to suggest 
that incomes are rising in the county’s 
wealthiest households, according to 
interviews with local business lead-
ers and economic analysts. The coun-
ty saw a combined increase of  just 

1,420  households at all income levels 
during the period, which indicates the 
shift was not solely caused by an influx 
of  affluent newcomers.

However, it is not clear exactly 
what’s behind the trends, said Jona-
than Coe, president and CEO of  the 
Santa Rosa Metro Chamber of  Com-
merce. The new data also shows an 
increase in middle-income households 
and a significant decline in the number 
of  people living in poverty.

A “tightening” of  the local labor mar-

SURVEY » Middle, low incomes 
also see increases but officials 
warn of growing disparity
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MARIA AFTERMATH » Dam 
on cusp of failure as water 
continues to rise on island


