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INSPIRED BY DISNEY » Author 
takes readers on culinary tour with 
her new book ‘Eat Like Walt.’  D1

POSEY PROPS UP GIANTS » Amid 
season full of struggles, catcher 
remains a beacon, Nevius says.  C1

FESTIVAL OF FEATHERS » Bird 
Rescue Center raises awareness of  
need for new sanctuary site.  A3

SR plots next effort 
in homeless outreach 
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A homeless man helps to clean the Sixth Street homeless encampment under Highway 101 on Wednesday in Santa Rosa. City officials are 
planning to close the area to overnight camping next month and relocate the transients into temporary shelters.

Hordes of  rats scurried from the cracks along 
Santa Rosa’s Sixth Street highway underpass 
as public works crews blasted the sidewalk at 

the city’s most visible homeless encampment with a 
high-pressure water hose.

Volunteers worked alongside them to clear the 
grimy, urine-soaked stretch, collecting buckets of  trash 
and human waste left behind by 30 to 40 people who 
moved their belongings aside for the weekly cleanup. 

As the sidewalks dried, the squatters returned, 
bringing a tattered patchwork of  tents and blankets 
that has grown since they began occupying the High-
way 101 underpass a year ago.

“I like it here,” said David Sjoberg, 38, as he heaved a 
mass of  bike parts and other possessions onto the curb. 
“It’s the only way I know how to live freely.”

But the squalid encampment within blocks of  home-
less services and touristy Railroad Square could soon 
be coming to an end. City officials are planning to close 
the area to overnight camping next month and move 
the transients into temporary shelters.

It will be the second such effort in Santa Rosa since 
August, when the city — which has an estimated 
1,900 homeless people — disbanded a trash and ver-
min-infested haunt off Farmers Lane on the western 
edge of  Bennett Valley. About 70 percent of  those on 

Homeless Hill have since received housing and none 
have returned, officials said.

Now the city is turning its attention to Sixth Street, 
which is drawing complaints from neighbors tired of  run-
ning the gauntlet of  blocked sidewalks and bad smells.

Mayor Chris Coursey said the city can’t continue 
to allow it to exist or let homeless people live in such 

Occupants of 
the homeless 
camp on Sixth 
Street in Santa 
Rosa wait as 
city crews clean 
the area. The 
belongings in 
the background 
belong to  
several others. 
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As city disbands squalid camps, activists decry ‘whack-a-mole’ approach
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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“I like it here. It’s the only way I know how to live freely.”
DAVID SJOBERG, 38-year-old man residing in the homeless encampment under Highway 101 in Santa Rosa

Deadly 
new quake 
hits jittery 
Mexico

MEXICO CITY — A strong 
new earthquake shook Mexi-
co on Saturday, killing at least 
two people, toppling already 
damaged homes and a highway 
bridge, and causing new alarm 
in a country reeling from two 
even more powerful quakes that 
together have killed more than 
400 people.

The U.S. Geological Survey 
said the new, magnitude 6.1 
temblor was centered about 11 
miles  south-southeast of  Matias 
Romero in the state of  Oaxaca, 
which was the region most bat-
tered by a magnitude 8.1 quake 
on Sept. 7.

It was among thousands of  af-
tershocks recorded in the wake 
of  that earlier quake, which was 
the most powerful to hit Mexico 
in 32 years and killed at least 
96 people.

The government of  Oaxaca 
state reported that some homes 
collapsed. A woman died when a 
wall of  her home fell on her in the 
town of  Asuncion Ixtaltepec, and 

By PETER ORSI, MARIA VERZA 
AND GISELA SALOMON
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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SR man 
ID’d as 
slaying 
victim

A 46-year-old Santa Rosa man 
was identified Saturday after-
noon by the Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Office as the victim 
who died in a Forestville-area 
shooting Friday night. 

Theros Frank Fountaine 
was one of  two people shot and 
found in a field near River Road 
and Trenton-Healdsburg Road 
about 6:40 p.m. 

Fountaine died at the scene 
while the other man was flown 
by helicopter to Santa Rosa Me-
morial Hospital. He remained 
in critical condition on life sup-
port Saturday. The Sheriff’s Of-
fice said he was not expected to 
survive. His name was not dis-
closed. 

No arrests were reported 
Saturday and sheriff’s officials 
declined numerous requests to 
provide additional information 
about any search for suspects in 
the incident.

A massive ground and aeri-
al manhunt began in the rural 
area just east of  town soon af-
ter a jogger called 911 to report 
hearing gunshots and screams 
and seeing at least one person 
fall to the ground, according to 
law enforcement communica-
tions.

Detectives found a marijuana 
plot at the site of  the killing; the 
Sheriff’s Office said it appears to 

Marijuana plot found at 
site of deadly shooting; 
2nd man on life support
By J.D. MORRIS  
AND CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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FORESTVILLE

Trump sparks backlash in sports world

President Donald Trump 
turned professional sports into 
a political battleground Friday 
night into Saturday, directing 
full-throated ire toward Afri-
can American athletes who 
have spoken out against him 
and prompting a sharp rebut-

tal from the National Football 
League and several prominent 
sports figures.

In a span of  roughly 12 hours, 
as the sports world would typi-
cally be gearing up for college 
football and baseball’s pennant 
races, Trump ensnared and ag-
itated the most powerful sports 
league in North America and 
angered NBA superstars Ste-
phen Curry and LeBron James. 
His comments set the stage for 
potential mass protest today 
along NFL sidelines.

JANIE MCCAULEY / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Warriors’ Stephen Curry takes questions Saturday  
after NBA practice in Oakland. President Donald Trump 
rescinded Curry’s White House invitation.

By ADAM KILGORE  
AND ABBY PHILLIP
WASHINGTON POST

President’s remarks in 
Alabama set stage for 
protests across NBA, NFL 
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INSIDE
 ■ Oakland A’s 

Maxwell takes a 
knee for anthem 
in the wake of 
President Donald 
Trump’s remarks.

 ■ Commentary: 
The president 
is an expert 
provocateur, but 
notice how U.S. 
athletes’ eyes are 
so wide-open.
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