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Embrace immigrants, 
pope urges Congress

DOUG MILLS / New York Times

Pope Francis, accompanied by members of Congress, waves to the crowd from the Speakers Balcony on Capitol Hill in Washington 
on Thursday after addressing a joint meeting of Congress inside. The pope speaks before the United Nations today.

NEW YORK — Pope Francis 
plunged into the melting pot of  
New York on Thursday after re-
minding the country of  its im-
migrant origins in the first pa-
pal speech before Congress. At 
an evening prayer service in St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral, he thanked 
American nuns for their strength 
and courage in a deeply mean-
ingful acknowledgment of  their 
service following a yearslong Vat-
ican crackdown.

Over 40 hours in New York, the 
pope will address world leaders 
at the United Nations, participate 
in an interfaith service at the 
Sept. 11 memorial and celebrate 
Mass at Madison Square Garden. 
He will visit a school in Harlem 
and take a drive through Central 
Park, part of  a whirlwind tour 
of  the Big Apple that got off to a 
quintessential welcome with a 
high school brass band serenad-
ing him with “New York, New 
York,” on the airport tarmac.

The popular pontiff received 
raucous cheers upon his arriv-

CRAIG RUTTLE / Associated Press

Pope Francis kisses Maria Teresa Heyer, a first-grader from 
Brooklyn, as he is greeted by students Thursday at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport in New York.

Francis greeted by huge crowds in DC, NY; 
acknowledges service of American nuns

By NICOLE WINFIELD 
 and ERICA WERNER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Middletown aims to ‘get back to normal’

MIDDLETOWN — With high hopes, commu-
nal resolve and a lot of  unanswered questions, 
residents of  this disaster-stricken southern 
Lake County town strove Thursday for a return 
to normalcy.

Many of  the downtown businesses were open 
and customers poured through Hardester’s Mar-
ket, which has been open since Sept. 13, the day 
after the terrifying Valley fire roared down from 
Cobb Mountain and hopscotched through Mid-
dletown’s residential areas.

But there was also an aura of  despair, an un-
shakable sense of  loss for the community of  
1,300 in which some people have lost their homes 
and all their possessions.

“People refer to this place as God’s country,” 
said Evelyne Miller, a clerk at Hardester’s, ex-
pressing hope that Middletown, her home for 
15 years, will rebuild and “get back to normal.”

But she sensed, driving over the mountain 
from Calistoga, that the town had changed, at 
least for the time being. “It’s different,” she said. 
“There’s a sadness. You can feel it.”

Tarps, red gasoline cans, rakes, brooms, hos-
es, contractor bags and shop vacuums were on 
display at the front of  the store.

A few blocks away, the Local Assistance 
Center — set up in the grassy plaza in front of  

Valley fire survivors seek assistance, 
answers; 500 attend community meeting

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO FIRE PAGE A4

Maria 
Fonseca, 
left, and 
Tanya Drew, 
attend a 
meeting 
Thursday at 
Middletown 
High School. 
It was their 
first time 
seeing each 
other since 
losing their  
homes in the 
Valley fire.

Pot raid 
 highlights 
confusion 
over laws

Native American tribes’ ef-
forts to cash in on California’s 
“green rush” by launching 
large-scale marijuana growing 
operations appear to have been 
premature and ill-advised if  re-
cent law enforcement raids on 
tribal lands are any indication.

Pot raids conducted on the 
Pinoleville Pomo Nation’s 
Rancheria north of  Ukiah this 
week and on the Pit River and 
Alturas tribes’ properties in Mo-
doc County in July serve as re-
minders that such endeavors re-
main mired in a morass of  laws 
that continue to make cannabis 
cultivation a risky business.

“It’s a cautionary tale,” said 
Anthony Broadman, an attor-
ney with Galanda Broadman, 
a Seattle-based, Native Amer-

Seizure of marijuana 
on tribal land near Ukiah 
offers ‘cautionary tale’

By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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FDA revisits 
contraceptive 
device safety

SILVER SPRING, Md. — A 
panel of  experts convened by 
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration weighed the evidence 
Thursday on a contraceptive de-
vice that has received thousands 
of  complaints from women who 
say they were harmed by it.

The device, called Essure, 
is a small metal and polyester 
coil implanted into a woman’s 
fallopian tubes to make her per-
manently sterile. The FDA ap-
proved Essure 13 years ago after 
a fast-track review process that 
prioritized the device because 
it offered the first alternative to 
surgical sterilization and prom-

By SABRINA TAVERNISE
NEW YORK TIMES
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