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FOR TOY, COMICS ENTHUSIASTS »  
Fans of ‘Pokemon,’ ‘Walking 
Dead’ and more flock to SR.  A3
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Beloved North Coast  
farms offer chance to 
enjoy meaty mollusks 
close to home.   D1

Rent control proves 
divisive for candidates 

TOP ISSUES ON 
VOTERS’ MINDS 
This year’s Santa 
Rosa City Council 
race presents policy 
ramifications on 
housing, roads, 
homelessness and 
cannabis regulation, 
but rent control 
has been the issue 
dominating the 
public conversation. 
Here’s how the six 
candidates vying for 
four open seats stand 
on the city’s rent 
control policy: 
Favoring

 ■ Julie Combs
 ■ Chris Rogers
 ■ Jack Tibbetts

Opposing
 ■ Brandi Asker
 ■ Ernesto Olivares
 ■Don Taylor
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FAVORING RENT CONTROL: Irma Garcia takes part in a protest Thursday outside the offices of the California Apartment Association in Santa Rosa. The city’s  
controversial policy to establish rent control is dividing the six candidates seeking four open City Council seats in November.

Four seats are opening up on 
the Santa Rosa City Council 
this year, and with two incum-

bents bowing out, voters soon will 
have a significant say in the politi-
cal priorities for the North Coast’s 
largest city. 

Housing, homelessness, roads 
and cannabis regulation are all on 
voters’ minds this year, but one is-
sue is dominating the city’s political 
discourse: rent control. 

The controversial policy, passed 
Aug. 29 and set to go into effect 
Friday, has not only split the City 
Council down the middle, but it has 
sharply divided the six candidates, 
as well. 

Three candidates — Councilwom-
an Julie Combs, Jack Tibbetts and 
Chris Rogers — support, to varying 
degrees, the city’s new rent control 
law, which calls for a 3 percent cap 
on rent increases for many older 
rental properties. 

The other three — Councilman 
Ernesto Olivares, Don Taylor and 
Brandi Asker — all oppose the idea, 
and say they would vote to overturn 

the law if  the opportunity arose. 
That makes this year’s election 

somewhat unusual in that it has 
clear policy consequences for tens 
of  thousands of  city residents. 

“I’m not sure that voters have 
really zeroed in yet on just how im-
portant this election is,” said Terry 

Price, a retired Santa Rosa political 
consultant who once worked for 
Combs. “This will decide the di-
rection of  rent control for the next 
20 years.” 

Riveted, and in many cases morti-

Charlotte police release 2 videos

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina — 
Under mounting pressure from poli-
ticians, community leaders and bois-
terous protesters who have brought 
this city’s main business district to a 
near-standstill, the Charlotte police 

chief  on Saturday released body and 
dashboard camera videos of  the fatal 
police shooting of  Keith Lamont Scott, 
a black resident here.

While they do not show everything 
that happened at the scene, the two re-
leased videos appear to show Scott ex-
iting a white SUV, and backing away 
from it with his hands at his sides. He 
did not appear to be acting in a threat-
ening or erratic manner.

Police officials said they had recov-
ered a loaded gun with Scott’s DNA on 
it, and that he wore an ankle holster. 
But they did not reveal where they re-

covered the gun.
It was clear from the two angles that 

he had nothing in his right hand. It 
was unclear what, if  anything, Scott, 
who was right-handed, had in his left 
hand. After Scott was shot multiple 
times and fell to the ground, his moans 
could be heard as officers handcuffed 
him.

Authorities also revealed for the 
first time that officers had decided to 
confront Scott, 43, in the parking lot 
of  his apartment complex Tuesday be-
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Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Chief Kerr Putney, 
center, speaks during a news conference Wednesday 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
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OPPOSING RENT CONTROL: A petitioner, who declined to give his name, talks Sept. 8 to 
prospective signers about attempting to get Santa Rosa’s rent control law overturned in front 
of Safeway on Mendocino Avenue in Santa Rosa. 

SR CITY COUNCIL RACE » FOUR SEATS VACANT

Policy poised to dwarf other issues as cash pours into campaigns
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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By RICHARD FAUSSET  
AND ALAN BLINDER 
NEW YORK TIMES

Recordings in fatal shooting 
incomplete; officials say gun 
found with dead man’s DNA 
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CANDIDATES FACE OFF

Monday’s presidential debate will be 
televised at 6 p.m. on ABC, CBS, NBC, 
CNBC, CNN, CSPAN, MSNBC, Bloomb-
erg and Univision.

Debate 
could 
draw up 
to 100M

The uniquely uncivil pres-
idential campaign is about to 
produce one of  the biggest civ-
ic gatherings in decades: For 
90  minutes Monday night, a 
polarized nation will pause to 
watch the first head-to-head en-
counter between Hillary Clin-
ton and Donald Trump.

The total audience, network 
executives and political strate-

gists say, could 
be as high as 
100  million 
viewers — Su-
per Bowl ter-
ritory. That 
would surpass 
the 80  million 
who watched 
Jimmy Carter 
and Ronald 
Reagan in 1980, 
the record for 

a presidential debate, and rank 
among television benchmarks 
like the finales of  “M.A.S.H." 
and “Cheers.”

Not all viewers will watch 
from their living rooms. At the 
Dreamland Theater in tiny Nan-
tucket, Massachusetts, so many 
are expected for a debate-watch-
ing party that the town assigned 
a police officer to stand watch in 
case of  rowdiness.

In Paris, many of  those abroad 
for Fashion Week are setting 
middle-of-the-night alarms so 
they can watch the debate live 
— at 3  a.m. local time. “I need 
to feel like I’m part of  this,” 
said Laura Brown, InStyle’s ed-
itor-in-chief.

And in Richardson, Texas, 
the Alamo Drafthouse had to 
switch to a bigger room after 
overwhelming interest in a 
screening with refreshments 
like a “build a wall around it” 
taco salad.

Mass experiences — built 
around news events like the 

CAMPAIGN 2016 » Event 
attracting huge audience 
unusual in polarized age

By MICHAEL M. GRYNBAUM
NEW YORK TIMES
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Hillary 
Clinton

Donald 
Trump

INSIDE
 ■A look into a 

week’s worth of 
statements by 
Trump reveals  
whoppers / B1

 ■As secretary 
of state, Clinton 
deepened ties 
with Wall Street’s 
Goldman / B7


