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Wildfire at Geysers
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Tanker 900, a DC10,  makes a drop on the head of the Sawmill fire in the Geysers on Sunday near Cloverdale.

A wildfire fueled by high temperatures and dry 
conditions erupted in The Geysers in northeastern 
Sonoma County on Sunday, blackening at least 1,500 

acres of  rugged countryside by 
late afternoon and prompting 
evacuations of  several dozen ru-
ral homes, Cal Fire said.

Hundreds of  firefighters were 
on the fire lines by evening, dig-
ging in for an all-night battle 
against both the flames and the 
continuing winds capable of  re-
versing strong gains made by day 
in taming the blaze.

The fire was at least 10 per-
cent contained by nightfall, due 

in large part to a heavy bombardment by eight air 
tankers and six helicopters throughout the day, Cal 
Fire said. No injuries or structural losses had been 
reported.

But the aircraft were released for the night, leav-
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The Sawmill fire burns Sunday near The Geysers on the Sonoma-Lake county border.

SAWMILL FIRE

1,500 acres burn, prompting evacuations, heavy response
By MARY CALLAHAN AND MEG MCCONAHEY 
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Fire crews 
work around 
the clock 
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small wildfire 
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Annadel State 
Park / A6

Pro golf loses an all-time great

Arnold Palmer, the champion golfer whose full-
bore style of  play, dramatic tournament victories 
and magnetic personality inspired an American 
golf  boom, attracted a following known as Ar-
nie’s Army and made him one of  the most popu-
lar athletes in the world, has died, a close friend 
said on Sunday, requesting anonymity to allow 

the family to make the statement. Palmer was 87.
From 1958 through 1964, Palmer was the charis-

matic face of  professional golf  and one of  its dom-
inant players. In those seven seasons, he won sev-
en major titles: four Masters, one U.S. Open and 
two British Opens. With 62 victories on the PGA 
Tour, he ranks fifth, behind Sam Snead, Tiger 
Woods, Jack Nicklaus and Ben Hogan. He won 93 
tournaments worldwide, including the 1954 U.S. 
Amateur.

But it was more than his scoring and shot-mak-
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Former Masters champion Arnold 
Palmer died Sunday in Pittsburgh. 
He was 87.

By DAVE ANDERSON
NEW YORK TIMES

His legend gave rise to an ‘army’ of fans, 
course designs, and a distinctive drink
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Zach Tusinger, one of the 
Rohnert Park city planners, 
departs city hall Friday at 
the end of the work day.

Nobody  
contests 
RP city 
council 

What does it say about Sono-
ma County’s third-largest city 
when for the second election 
cycle in a row nobody stepped 
forward to challenge three in-
cumbents on the Rohnert Park 
City Council?

Is it a sign residents are happy 
with the direction the Friendly 
City is going? Or does it reflect 
a troubling lack of  civic engage-
ment and apathy?

The three incumbents in ques-
tion — Mayor Gina Belforte, Joe 
Callinan and Jake Mackenzie — 
believe it’s the former.

“When people say they think 
we’re doing a good job, to a cer-
tain extent, I think that’s true,” 
Belforte said this week.

Over the years, Rohnert Park 
has been a hotbed of  political 
activism fueling divisive and 
expensive campaigns for city of-
fices.

In 2004, two council members 
survived a bitter recall election 
spurred by their support for 

Is lack of candidates a 
sign of civic apathy? 
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Clinton, 
Trump set 
to clash at 
debate today

Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump are spoiling for an ex-
traordinary clash over race and 
gender that could come as ear-
ly as today’s 6 p.m. debate, with 
both presidential candidates in-
creasingly staking their fortunes 
on the cultural issues that are 
convulsing the nation.

Clinton helped pressure the 
police in Charlotte, North Car-
olina, to release video footage 
Saturday of an officer’s shooting 
of a black man. She expressed 
concern that too many Afri-
can-Americans feel that their 
lives are disposable. And she has 
repeatedly denounced Trump 
for making racist and sexist 
statements, recently releasing a 
commercial that shows Trump 

By PATRICK HEALY  
AND ALEXANDER BURNS
NEW YORK TIMES
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