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North Korea threatens US warplanes
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Sixth-graders receive their hot lunches Monday at Luther Burbank Elementary School in Santa Rosa.

A meal for all children
SCHOOLS » FIGHTING HUNGER IN CALIFORNIA Driver 

in river 
crash 
jailed

It took about 20 minutes that 
morning to recover the bodies 
of  the sisters, ages 7 and 9, from 
their mother’s fully submerged 
car, upside-down in the murky 
Petaluma River. Divers found 
them still strapped in their seat 
belts.

The girls’ mother, Alejandra 
Hernandez-Ruiz, 27, of  Rohnert 
Park, survived the Aug. 31, 2016, 
crash on Petaluma Boulevard 
North near Gossage Avenue.

On Friday, she was arrested, 
and now, she’s in the Sonoma 
County Jail on $500,000 bail, 
charged with two counts of  ve-
hicular manslaughter, felony 
child endangerment and driving 
with a suspended license.

Hernandez-Ruiz will appear 
in court today to seek a reduc-
tion in her bail.

She  faces up to 11 years and 
four months in prison if  convict-
ed in the crash that killed sisters 
Sayra, 7, and Delilah Gonzalez, 
9. 

It was unclear exactly what 
triggered her arrest more than 
a year after the crash. Brian 
Staebell, a spokesman for the 
District Attorney’s Office, would 
not release details, saying only it 
was “the totality of  her conduct 
while driving” that resulted in 
criminal charges.

The crash happened just af-
ter 8 a.m. Hernandez-Ruiz had 
dropped off the children’s father 
— her partner — at his work site 
and was headed to Rohnert Park 

Despite living in a state 
that produces more than 
a third of  the nation’s 

vegetables and two-thirds of  its 
fruits and nuts, 1 in 4 California 
children go hungry, putting 
them at risk of  health, learning 
and behavioral problems.

Schools play a primary role 
in providing nutritious food to 
needy children but often strug-
gle getting students and their 
families to submit applications 
for free or reduced-price meals.

State Sen. Mike McGuire, 
D-Healdsburg, wants to cut back 
the paperwork through a bill he 
introduced that would require 
dozens of  schools across the 

state and in the North Bay with 
high poverty rates to apply for 
full federal reimbursement to 
provide free meals to all of  their 
students, a first step in com-
bating childhood hunger in the 
state.

Known as the Feed the Kids 
Act, the bill is currently await-
ing the governor’s signature 
after passing both houses earlier 
this month. 

If  signed, it would auto-
matically enroll an estimated 
650,000 low-income children 
statewide currently covered 
under Medi-Cal, including an 
estimated 50,000 to 60,000 kids 
in his district, which stretches 
along the North Coast from the 

North Korea threatened on 
Monday to shoot down U.S. war-
planes even if  they were not in 
the country’s airspace, stating 
that President Donald Trump’s 
comments suggesting he would 

eradicate North Korea 
and its leaders were “a 
declaration of  war.”

The warning, made 
by Foreign Minister Ri 
Yong Ho of  North Ko-
rea in New York after 
a week of  U.N. General 
Assembly meetings, es-
calated the invective- 
laced exchanges with 
Trump and appeared to further 
preclude the possibility of  a dip-
lomatic exit from the biggest for-
eign crisis the administration 

has faced.
Administration of-

ficials denied that the 
United States had de-
clared war on the iso-
lated, nuclear-armed 
country of  25 million 
people and did not im-
mediately comment on 
the threat to shoot down 
U.S. planes.

But Lt. Gen. H.R. McMaster, 
Trump’s national security ad-
viser, said he saw no prospect 
of  talks with North Korea that 

would allow its “de facto nucle-
ar capability.” North Korea’s 
top leader, Kim Jong Un, has 
already ruled out giving up nu-
clear weapons.

“The whole world should 
clearly remember it was the U.S. 
who first declared war on our 
country,” Ri told reporters at 
a news conference outside his 
hotel as he was about to return 
home.

“Since the United States 
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RP mom whose kids 
died in flooded car last 
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Fifth-grade student Abril Valencia goofs around with her classmates  
Monday as she eats a peach as part of her school-supplied lunch at 
Luther Burbank Elementary School in Santa Rosa.

Bill would automatically enroll low-income students in lunch programs

Puerto Rico suffers, seethes

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — 
Gov. Ricardo A. Rosselló of  
Puerto Rico said Monday that 
the island was on the brink of  
a “humanitarian crisis” nearly 
a week after Hurricane Maria 
knocked out its power and most 
of  its water, and left residents 
waiting in excruciating lines for 
fuel. He called on Congress to 
prevent a deepening disaster.

Stressing that Puerto Rico, 
a U.S. territory, deserved the 
same treatment as the hurri-
cane-hit states of  Florida and 
Texas, the governor urged Re-
publican leaders and the feder-
al government to move swiftly 
to send more money, supplies 
and relief  workers. It was a plea 
echoed by Puerto Rico’s allies in 
Congress, who are pushing for 
quick movement on a new relief  
bill and a loosening of  financial 
debt obligations for the island, 
which is still reeling from a cor-

rosive economic crisis.
“Puerto Rico, which is part of  

the United States, can turn into 
a humanitarian crisis,” Rosselló 
said. “To avoid that, recognize 
that we Puerto Ricans are Amer-
ican citizens; when we speak of  
a catastrophe, everyone must be 
treated equally.”

And Rosselló did not mince 
words about the potential effect 
on the mainland, where Puerto 
Ricans are expected to arrive in 
droves to escape the post-Maria 
hardships they will face on the 
island, including a shortage of  
already hard-to-find jobs.

HURRICANE RELIEF » Island territory’s governor 
pleads for money, warns of ‘humanitarian crisis’
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Yashira Gomez shows part of the devastation left by Hurricane Maria on 
Monday in San Juan, Puerto Rico.TURN TO MARIA » PAGE A7
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